
Established 1882 | No. 14    Wednesday, July 17, 2019  Chetek, Wisconsin | One Dollar

Second annual #FlyHigh56 Wooden Bat Tournament this weekend. B1

The Chetek AlertThe Chetek Alert

James Colvard, 75,
Chetek

James Danner, 79,
Chetek

Norland Gardner, 83,
Chetek

LaVerne Larson, 84,
Chetek

Patricia Lohse, 85,
Cameron

Charles Matson, 90,
Chetek

Edith Warner, 90,
Chetek

FIRSTlook

DEATHS

20 Pages    Two sections Serving Chetek, the City of LakeS and area SinCe 1882 www.chetekalert.com

Treatments for gypsy 
moths completed

The Wisconsin 
Department of Agricul-
ture, Trade and Con-
sumer Protection has 
completed gypsy moth 
treatments for the year.

Counties that 
received treatment 
were Barron, Buffalo, 
Burnett, Crawford, 
Chippewa, Douglas, 
Dunn, Eau Claire, Iowa, 
Grant, Green, La Crosse, 
Lafayette, Pepin, Ver-
non and Washburn.

For more informa-
tion or to view maps 
of the areas that were 
treated, visit https://
gypsymoth.wi.gov or 
call 800-642-6684.

Road crews chip 
sealing CTH SS 

Drivers on CTH SS 
from Cameron to Rice 
Lake will encounter 
road crews chip seal-
ing the pavement this 
week and next.

The work will be 
done with a mov-
ing work zone, with 
reduced-speed zones 
through it, said Bar-
ron County Highway 
Commissioner Mark 
Servi. Crews will spray 
tar on the road and 
place a layer of stone 
over it. Loose stone 
will remain for a few 
days but will be swept 
off and new paint lines 
will be applied. 

Motorists driving 
through work zones 
are reminded to drive 
carefully, to never use 
their cell phones and 
to avoid doing any-
thing distracting.

The Wisconsin Coun-
ty Highway Association 
has a new work zone 
safety video, highlight-
ing the dangers and 
deadly consequences 
that distracted driv-
ing can have for local 
highway workers. 

Watch the video 
at https://youtu.
be/6iDUJYjVmDc.

Call for volunteers to run CLPA 
algae skimmer, transfer barge

By BoB ZIEnTARA | BARRon nEwS-SHIElD

From the time the first 
entries were herded into 
the livestock barns yes-
terday evening, July 16, 
until the last collision of 
the demolition derby next 
Sunday night, July 21, the 
2019 edition of the Barron 
County Fair will be packed 
with events, many involv-
ing people from the area.

The fair officially opens 
at 2:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, July 17, at the fair-
grounds in Rice Lake, with 
a traditional flag-raising 
ceremony hosted by vet-
erans organizations from 
throughout the county, and 
including an address from 
guest speaker Duke Thurs, 
of Rice Lake.

But by the time that hap-
pens, the fair will already 
have been in motion, 
including competition in ju-
nior class entries and small 
animal shows. Wednesday 
activities wind up with 
open class judging through-

out the afternoon and, at 7 
p.m., harness racing at the 
fairgrounds track.

There will be something 
to do and see at the fair 
from 8 a.m. until well 
after 10 p.m. each of 
the next four days, 
Thursday through 
Sunday, July 18–21.

The county fair is 
managed by retired 
Barron teacher Len 
Grygiel, who succeed-
ed the late Tim Heffer-
nan after his death in 
2015. Now in his fourth 
year as manager, Grygiel 
outlined some of the new 
features that guests should 
look for when they come to 
the 2019 fair.

Maybe the most visible 
new feature is the carnival 
midway.

“We’ve hired Spectrum 
Carnival this year—they 
take the place of Calkins 
Amusements,” Grygiel said.

Spectrum’s parent com-
pany is headquartered in 
Bessemer, on Michigan’s 

Upper Peninsula.
“Six of us went to see 

them at Seymour, last 
year,” Grygiel said. “They 
have rides for old- er 

youth, which 
is what we were inter-
ested in getting here 
at our fair.”

On Friday, July 12, Fair 
Board chairman Kevin 
Roske, of Hillsdale, visited 
the office of Barron’s Ag 
Risk Managers to dis-
play a new sign that will 
help fair visitors find the 
FFA/4-H Youth Tent on the 
fairgrounds.

Roske said that four 
years ago, Ag Risk Man-
agers provided a $5,000 
sponsorship for the ag tent 

for youth, and have supple-
mented that with $1,000 
contributions for each of 
the previous three years.

Owners Lisa Schultz and 
Joe Felber said the sponsor-
ship underlines their com-

pany’s support for the 
fair, and agriculture, in 
general.

“Farming is the 
hub of the Bar-
ron County Fair,” 
Schultz said.
Felber agreed. “Any 

way you can support 
agriculture and the 
fair, it’s a good thing, 

whether it’s backing 
agriculture, increasing par-
ticipation in farming, build-
ing awareness for those not 
involved in farming—basi-
cally, all of the above.”

Roske said the support 
of Ag Risk Managers helps 
pay for tent rentals, sup-
plies and improvements 
like the new signs.

“We got a company to 
come out and paint a wide, 
yellow stripe across the 

property that shows the 
way to the children’s ag 
tent,” he said.

Between 15 and 20 volun-
teers (many of them from 
the Prairie Farm FFA) work 
at the ag tent throughout 
the fair, Roske added.

Visitors will also find 
a host of new display 
shelves and fixtures in 
both the 4-H Youth Build-
ing and the nearby Horti-
culture Building.

“We replaced a lot of old 
tables with fixtures from 
the Shopko store,” Grygiel 
said. “We went there dur-
ing the last week that the 
store was open. When they 
found out we represented 
the fair, they gave us an 
even better deal.”

Among the other recent 
fair improvements is a new 
ceiling recently installed 
at the Fair Time Chapel, 
Grygiel added.

Fair organizers wanted to 
use the facility during the 
recent 
Blue 

New carnival rides headline changes at 2019 Barron County Fair, July 17–July 21
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Funnel clouds, tornado 
near Weyerhaeuser, Bruce
By lukE klInk | lADySmITH nEwS

Severe weather had Rusk 
County on edge Monday 
evening, July 15, as the 
sheriff’s department 
reported a tornado on the 
ground and storm sirens 
sounded in Ladysmith for 
more than a half hour.

Law enforcement and a 
trained weather spotter 
confirmed a tornado on the 
ground one mile east of 
Bruce at 7:15 p.m. on July 
15, according to a National 
Weather Service statement.

Around 7 p.m., sand 
plant workers near Weyer-
haeuser began reporting 
multiple funnel clouds 
moving eastward toward 
Bruce. Soon after, truck 

drivers in that area report-
ed seeing two tornadoes.

Also shortly after 7 p.m., 
there was a report of a 
rotating cloud two miles 
south of Weyerhaeuser 
with a lot of wind. The 
reports were unconfirmed 
at that time.

Sirens began sounding 
around 7:15 p.m. in Lady-
smith. They continued to 
sound throughout the storm.

Fire departments from 
Weyerhaeuser, Bruce, Lady-
smith and Hawkins were 
dispatched to go out on 
weather watch.

Law enforcement later 
reported a tornado on the 
ground based on emergen-
cy radio 
traffic.

Submitted photo

This submitted photo shows a funnel cloud passing over 
Hwy. 8 near Bruce a minute before it touched down.

Whimsical Wares at The Press Place opens on Knapp Street
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Wendy Sorum, owner 
of Whimsical Wares, has 
opened up a second store-
front at 117 Knapp St., just 
around the corner from 
Whimsical Wares gift shop 
at 526 Second St. 

Sorum said Whimsi-
cal Wares isn’t moving, 
but expanding, and both 
locations will keep the 
same hours, which are 
currently 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday through Satur-
day, for the summer. 

“This will be the bou-
tique side, with clothing, 
handbags, jewelry and 
bath and body items,” So-
rum said, adding there will 
also be small furnishings. 
The Second Street store 
will remain a gift shop. 

The building used to be 
home to the Chetek Alert 
from the early 1900s to 
June 1993. In 1998, Kathy 
Fagan opened Back to Ba-
sics Wellness Center in the 
building. The name The 

Press Place is an homage to 
both the former businesses 
that occupied the 100-plus-
year-old building, Sorum 
said, explaining press is 
also a term for massage. 

Addy Roth, one of five 
part-time employees at 
Whimsical Wares, de-
signed the new logo for 
The Press Place.

Sorum said an open house 
will be held in August. 

Whimsical Wares can be 
found on Facebook.

Carl Cooley | Chetek alert

Wendy Sorum has expanded her shop, Whimsical Wares, with a second storefront at 117 
Knapp Street. It opened on July 1 and an open house will be held in August.

The Chetek Lakes Protec-
tion Association’s algae 
skimmer is in need of 
volunteers to run it. 

While the water re-
mained clearer for a 
longer time this summer, 
31 loads of algae were 
removed last week, said 
Jennifer Blatz, who helps 
organize the skimmer. 

Requests to skim areas of 
the lake are coming in, but 
the CLPA only had enough 
volunteers to operate on 
the north end of Prairie 
Lake for three days last 
week. One person drives 
the skimmer and a third 
drives the truck and trailer 
that hauls the algae to a 
compost site on land. 

A third volunteer will 
be needed to run the new 
barge—a pontoon that will 
shuttle collected algae from 

the skimmer to the trailer 
on land. The transfer barge 
will make the process more 
efficient, as the barge can 
bring the algae to land 
more quickly. The barge is 
nearly complete, Blatz said, 
meaning volunteers are 
needed soon.

The skimmer generally 
operates around six to eight 
hours a day, and could be 
split into two volunteer 
shifts if enough people 
sign up. Any time donated 
is appreciated, Blatz said. 
Contact Bill Wells, skimmer 
volunteer, at 815-601-7767 
to volunteer.

Blatz noted that some be-
lieve the skimmer operation 
is paid for by taxes, but it is 
not. The skimmer is funded 
by CLPA fundraisers and 
private donations. Volun-
teers are not paid. 

A number of industries 
in Barron County say they 
would benefit from recon-
necting the north-south 
running Union Pacific 
railroad to the east-west 
running Canadian Nation-
al railroad.

The two railroads used to 
share a junction in Cam-
eron but have remained 
physically cut off from 
each other for many years. 
The tracks south of Camer-
on, near the Hwy. 8 bridge, 
have been pulled up. Trains 
on the CN line cannot 
travel south and trains on 
the UP line cannot travel 
farther north than the 
McFarland Cascade pole 
plant in Cameron. Progres-
sive Rail Inc. operates the 
Wisconsin Northern Rail-
road on the UP line, from 
Norma, near Chippewa 
Falls, to Cameron.

On Monday evening, 
July 15, the Barron County 

Board of Supervisors 
unanimously passed a 
resolution to signal the 
county’s support for 
railroad reconnection. It 
requests that state and 
federal officials work with 
the railroad companies to 

reconnect the lines.
Writing in support in-

cluded Northern Industrial 
Sands and Chippewa Sand 
Company, both in New Au-
burn; McFarland Cascade 
and 
Synergy 

County, businesses want rail lines reconnected
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A sign marks the end of usable railroad track in Cameron.
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