
Fifty years ago, Norm 
Phillips got a call telling 
him to become a pastor.

“I didn’t hear an audible 
voice, but I got His call,” 
Phillips recalled with a bit 
of humor. “My first question 
was, ‘Are you sure you know 
what you’re doing, God?’”

Phillips, who is soon to 
turn 87, is the pastor at 
Advent Christian Church in 
Chetek. A service and open 
house was held on Sunday, 
Oct. 27, in honor of his 50 
years serving the church. 
Many—including his adult 
children, grandchildren and 
countless friends—attended 
the service, led by his family 
and Dr. Bill Norwood, the 
regional superintendent of 
the church. The open house 
held in the afternoon.

Today, he feels the same 
calling as he did all those 
years ago, with no signs of 
stopping. “Fifty years and 
I’m not ready to quit yet, 
so we’re just going on,” 
he said in a phone inter-
view on 
Monday, 
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Pastor Norm Phillips, of Advent Christian Church, has been 
serving faith communities for fifty years. Phillips is pic-
tured above, speaking with Pastor Wayne North, left, of 
Seventh Day Baptist Church, during an open house for Phil-
lips on Sunday, Oct. 27, at Phillips’ church in Chetek.
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ALL KIDS IN 

CONTEST

WIN A GOLD 

DOLLAR!

Trick-or-Treating in the City of Chetek
Chetek Businesses: Saturday, Oct. 26 • 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 

City of Chetek: Thursday, Oct. 31 • 4:30–7 p.m.

Chetek Chamber of Commerce and Chetek Lions Club

Kids’ Halloween Party
THURSDAY, OCT. 31

C-W HIGH SCHOOL/MIDDLE SCHOOL COMMONS/GYMS
DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 P.M. • COSTUME JUDGING AT 7 P.M. 

Games begin at 7:30 p.m.
Suit up in your most creative costume 
for the annual Kids’ Halloween Party!

SIX CATEGORIES:
• PRE-SCHOOL & 4YR OLD KINDERGARTEN
• KINDERGARTEN
• 1ST–2ND GRADE
• 3RD–4TH GRADE
• 5TH–6TH GRADE
• BEST GROUP (OF TWO OR MORE)

*Division winners and overall 
winners will be awarded cash 

prizes in the following categories:
Most original, funniest, scariest, 
and best homemade costume.

TREATS SERVED IN 
THE COMMONS

RUN TWO 
WEEKS

A vehicle reported sto-
len in Chetek last month 
was found near the CTH D 
bridge over the Red Cedar 
River, west of Chetek on 
Friday, Oct. 25, about two 
miles away from where 
the owner had discovered 
it missing.

Barron County 
sheriff’s 
deputies and 
Chetek police 
were at the 
scene on Fri-
day, about 150 
feet off of the 
road, northwest 
of the intersection 
of CTH D and 22-3/4 
Street. The vehicle was 
a black Honda Civic.

Owner Kory Mickelson, 
from Chetek, said he had 
left it parked behind Rod 
& Gun Sport Shop on Sept. 
15. After watching the 
Packers and Vikings game 
and having a few drinks 
at Phill’s Bar & Grill, he 
elected to get a ride home. 
He’s parked his vehicle in 
that parking lot hundreds 
of times in the last three 
years, and he never had 
any issues, he said. He ad-
mitted he got too comfort-
able and left it unlocked. 

He went back the next 
day and found it miss-
ing. Mickelson thought it 
might have been towed, 
“But after checking with 
local business owners and 
BlackJack Towing, I real-
ized that was not the case 
and it hadn’t been towed.”

Mickelson 
reported it 
to police and 
it was listed 
as stolen on 
Sept. 17. 
The car was 

found by a 
passerby on Oct. 

25, said Chetek 
Police Chief Ron 

Ambrozaitis. Barron 
County sheriff’s deputies 
were the first on scene 
and the CPD was noti-
fied as the case is being 
handled by Chetek.

Some of Mickelson’s per-
sonal property was still 
inside the vehicle; howev-
er, the windows were left 
down and the interior had 
been soaked by rain, Am-
brozaitis said. He was not 
sure if any damage was 
caused when it was taken 
or if it was prior damage. 
It was 
pulled 

Stolen Honda recovered near 
Red Cedar River on CTH D

Turn clocks back 
as daylight saving 
time ends Nov. 3

Daylight saving 
time ends at 2 a.m. on 
Sunday morning, Nov. 
3, meaning clocks fall 
back an hour to 1 a.m. 
at that time and revert 
back to standard time.

This is also a good 
time to test the smoke 
detectors in your home 
to make sure they are 
working properly and 
that the batteries are 
up to date.

Next week, The Chetek 
Alert will cost 25 cents 
more when purchased 
from newsstands. The 
price increase from $1 
to $1.25 per issue will be 
effective as of Wednesday, 
Nov. 6.

The increase has been 
implemented to keep up 
with increases in produc-
tion costs, including the 
price of newsprint.

The last price increase 
was 13 years ago, on May 
4, 2006, when The Chetek 
Alert went from 75 cents 
to $1.

“The cost of printing 
and gathering the news 
has gone up substantially 
since 2013, and the price 
increase reflects that. But 
subscription prices will 
remain the same. All the 
Bell-owned weekly news-
papers (Chetek, Barron, 
Bloomer and Ladysmith) 

will see a price increase 
on the newsstands over 
the next month,” said 
publisher Jim Bell. 

But today, at a buck 
twenty-five, the weekly 
newspaper is still twice 
as cheap as a gallon of 
gasoline ($2.64 as of Mon-
day, Oct. 28), and still less 
than the average price of 
a cup of coffee or a pack 
of gum.

Subscription rates 
remain the same and are 
not increasing at this 
time, and offer an at-
tractive savings. A local 
subscription, at $33.50, 
saves the reader $31.50 
compared to the news-
stand price.

To sign up for a sub-
scription to The Chetek 
Alert, visit www.cheteka-
lert.com or call 715-924-
4118 during normal busi-
ness hours.

Newsstand prices to increase 
to $1.25 for The Chetek AlertFall concert at C-W 

High School to raise 
funds for Florida trip

Get ready for an 
evening of musical 
entertainment as the 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser 
High School Music De-
partment prepares its 
annual fall concert.

The concert will 
take place at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, Nov. 4, in the 
CWHS gym, and will 
feature the high school 
band and choir, in addi-
tion to smaller musical 
ensembles. Admission 
is $3 for adults, $2 for 
students, and families 
pay no more than 
$12. All money will go 
towards a class trip to 
Florida in June.

Hours for trick or 
treating in Chetek

Trick-or-treating 
hours in the city of 
Chetek will be from 
4:30–7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Oct. 31.

The Chetek Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
Chetek Lions Club will 
hold the annual Kids’ 
Halloween Party on 
Oct. 31, at the Chetek-
Weyerhaeuser High 
School/Middle School 
gym and commons. 
See the ad on this 
page for more info.

By CARl CoolEy

The Barron County 
Board of Supervisors met 
on Oct. 21 for the regular 
monthly meeting.

The topic of the evening 
was the county’s draft 
budget, which will have a 
budget reading and hear-
ing on Monday, Nov. 4, at 6 
p.m. Following that hear-
ing, the board will vote on 

a resolution to approve the 
county’s tax levy for 2020.

Finance director Jodi 
Busch said the 2020 tax 
levy was projected to be 
$21,955,284, a three per-
cent increase over 2019’s 
levy of $21,315,394.

And while the levy is set 
to increase, the county’s 
property tax rate—or mill 
rate—will be going down. 
This is due to net new 

construction adding to the 
county’s tax base. 

The county’s valuation 
rose from $4.2 billion to 
$4.4 billion because of this, 
the tax rate went down, 
even with an increase in 
the levy amount.

Busch noted the county’s 
mill rate for 2020 was pro-
jected to be 5.05, compared 
to 5.12 
in 2019.

County tax levy to increase but mill rate drops
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Annual Trunk-or-Treat celebrates Halloween, community
In celebration of Halloween, the annual Trunk-or-Treat was held on Sunday, Oct. 27, in the Chetek 
Lutheran Church parking lot. The event was held to benefit the Chetek Food Shelf, with personal 
care products collected. Over 240 children and their families participated in Trunk-or-Treat this 
year, as community members opened the trunks to their vehicles and children in costume walked 
around and picked out their favorite treats. Carnival games were also available to play. Chetek 
Fire Department, Chetek Ambulance Service, Chetek Police Department, Luther Park and com-
munity organizations, businesses and individuals came together for a successful event. Pictured 
above, left to right, Kanyon Holten, dressed as Spiderman from the movie “Far From Home,” 
walks the plank at the pirate ship-themed trunk created by Brooke Monnier, Mya Monnier and 
Kara Rasmussen, See more photos from Trunk-or-Treat on Page B10.
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50 years of faith
Congregation, community celebrates Pastor Norm Phillips  
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