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Participants stick to tradition in Virtual Fishy Four Run/Walk. B1
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Flags, fireworks, fun at Chetek Liberty Fest 2020

Carl Cooley | Chetek alert Photos

Vintage warplanes fly overhead as the American flag is raised above the Long Bridge by Jerry’s 
Tree Service, pictured above, on Independence Day, Saturday, July 4. Pictured below, fire-
works are launched over Lake Chetek as thousands of spectators watch from boats on the lake 
and vantage points around the shore on Saturday evening. See more photos on Page A8.

Liberty Fest’s schedule 
was a bit shorter this year, 
but area residents and visi-
tors at the weekend-long 
festival gave no complaints 
about the event, other 
than perhaps the heat that 
reached 90-plus degrees 
most days.

“Even though Liberty Fest 
was scaled back somewhat, 
it was wonderful to see 
people enjoying the variety 
of events and activities 
around Chetek,” said Dar-
ryl Dahl, Chetek Chamber 
of Commerce president on 
Tuesday, July 7. “We were 
hit with some pretty high 
temps on top of the cur-
rent health concerns but all 
weekend, people were on 
the lakes, at the ball field, 
exploring downtown, en-
joying live music through-
out the town and we still 
celebrated Independence 
Day with our flag ceremo-
ny as well as the annual 
fireworks over the lake.”

This would be a Liberty 
Fest to remember, he added.

On Saturday, July 4, Mar-
cia Amble, of Boyceville, 
and Laura Knutson, of 
Onalaska, were at the Craft 
& Vendor Event at The 
Mill. They were staying at 
Watersmeet Resort with 
family—hopefully a new 
family tradition. 

Both said the fireworks 
and the craft fair were 
their favorite events. Even 
though the coronavirus 
was a concern, they were 
happy to see people out.

At the Wisconsin Indian 
Head Country Art and 
Craft Fair on Saturday was 
Amy Perry, from Illinois. 
She was staying on The 
Island, visiting family. 

“Fireworks, on the lake. 
You can’t beat it,” she said 
of her favorite Liberty Fest 
event. Watching them from 
a boat was the best way to 
view them, she said.

Perry said she was stick-
ing to outdoor activities, 

like the art and craft fair, 
and was trying to be care-
ful this year because of 
the pandemic. 

Also at Airport Park for 
the art and craft fair was 
Keith Fields, of Pelzer, S.C. 
He was in town visiting 
his parents. He likes the 
Vintage Voyagers’ Car 
Show and was bummed 
that it had been canceled, 
but he understood the 
reason and concern. But 
there was still the Chuck 
Schaaf Memorial Horse 
Pull at R-Bar, which he 
also enjoyed watching.

Tim Cree, of Eau Claire, 
was at the Mason’s break-
fast on Saturday. He 
attends it to support the 
Masons. With him was So-
phia Johnston, also of Eau 
Claire, who noted Liberty 
Fest’s fireworks were the 
best in the area.

Cree said it was unfortu-
nate that the coronavirus 
was affecting attendance 
at events—fundraisers like 
the Mason’s deserved better 
attendance, he said. “You 
can’t live your life in fear.”

Linda Gunderson, of 
Chetek, was at the WIHC 
Art and Craft Fair, which 
is her favorite event along 
with the fireworks. She also 
enjoys the street dances, 
when they happen. 

“What we have is good,” 
Gunderson said when asked 
about this year’s scaled-back 
Liberty Fest. “A parade would 
be nice for the kids, but glad 
there is something.”

Watching the fireworks on 
the Long Bridge on Saturday 
night was Trevor Madis, of 
Eau Claire. He was with his 
family. They come up to see 
friends and the fireworks 
nearly every year; usually 
they watch them from a 
pontoon. The fireworks 
show, along with the parade 
are the best events.

“We’re enjoying our family 
events and not letting COVID 
slow us down,” Madis said.

Three knocked overboard while tubingLund sworn in as AMVETS’ 
new department commander

Carl Cooley | Chetek alert

A family of five was tubing on Prairie Lake on Tuesday morning, July 7, when the three 
people in the boat ended up in the water after hitting waves. The family was picked up by 
passersby while the boat, now out of control, drove in right-hand circles, pictured above. 
The boat was eventually stopped by the sheriff’s department and driven back to shore.

Carl Cooley | Chetek alert

Robert Lund, pictured above, center, was sworn in as the 
AMVETS’ state commander by the previous commander, Mike 
Hanke, pictured at right. Lund’s wife, Ronda Lund, is at left.

A family outing, tubing 
on Prairie Lake, ended up 
with the father, mother 
and kids aged 2, 8 and 13 
in the water and their mo-
torboat out of control late 
Tuesday morning, July 7.

Barron County Sheriff 
Chris Fitzgerald said the 
incident was reported to 
911 just after 11:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday. 

Fitzgerald said the five 
family members were tub-
ing. The father was driv-
ing the tiller-controlled 
boat with two kids also in 
the boat and the mother 
and a third child were 
tubing behind the boat. 

“The boat struck a series 
of waves which caused 

the dad and one kid to 
be thrown overboard,” 
Fitzgerald said. The child 
in the boat also jumped 
overboard because “he 
was scared.” 

One of the children 
was struck by the boat, 
but was not injured, the 
sheriff said. Passersby on 
boats picked up the fam-
ily. The boat, now empty, 
continued to make right-
hand circles in the water.

Fitzgerald and recre-
ation deputy Jeff Wolfe 
arrived on scene in the 
sheriff’s department boat 
and used a rope to jam 
the loose boat’s propel-
ler. “Deputy Wolfe then 
gained control of the boat 

and brought it to shore,” 
Fitzgerald said. “Everyone 
is extremely lucky and 
[this is] just the reason 
why everyone needs to 
have a life jacket on.” 

All refused medical 
attention and a deputy 
transported at least three 
of the family members to 
their place of residence. 

Responding agencies 
included the Barron 
County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Chetek Fire 
Department, Chetek 
Ambulance Service and 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources. 

No enforcement action 
would be taken, Fitzger-
ald said.

Boards to assemble 
throughout area

Even as events get 
postponed or canceled 
due to the ongoing 
coronavirus pan-
demic, board meetings 
throughout the area will 
go forward as planned.

The Chetek Common 
Council will assemble 
at 6 p.m. at Chetek City 
Hall, 220 Stout St., on 
Tuesday, July 14.

The New Auburn 
Village Board is due to 
meet at 7 p.m. at New 
Auburn Village Hall, 130 
E. Elm St., New Auburn, 
on Thursday, July 9.

Three boards will 
convene on Monday, 
July 13. The Cameron 
Village Board meets 
at 6 p.m. at Cameron 
Community Center, 512 
W. Main St., Cameron. 
The Village of Dallas 
Board will meet at 6:30 
p.m. at Dallas Village 
Hall, 205 W. Dallas St., 
Dallas. And the Sioux 
Creek Town Board 
meets at 7 p.m. at Sioux 
Creek Town Hall, 2077 
3-1/2 Ave., Chetek.

Finally, the Sumner 
Town Board will meet 
on July 14, at 7 p.m. at 
Sumner Town Hall, 1550 
24-1/2 St., Rice Lake.

American Red Cross 
blood drives held in 
Barron, Rice Lake

Upcoming blood 
drives in the area 
include:

• Barron: Monday, 
July 13, 1–6 p.m., Bar-
ron High School, 1050 
E. Woodland Ave.

• Rice Lake: Friday, 
July 17, noon to 6 p.m., 
Marketplace Foods, 
330 S. Main St.; Satur-
day, July 18, 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Marketplace 
Foods, 330 S. Main St.

• Turtle Lake: 
Wednesday, July 15, 
noon to 6 p.m., St. Ann 
Catholic Church, 320 
Pine St. S.

Make an appoint-
ment to give by using 
the Blood Donor App, 
visiting www.redcross-
blood.org, calling 800-
RED-CROSS (800-733-
2767) or enabling the 
Blood Donor Skill on 
any Alexa Echo device.

Chetek veteran Robert 
Lund was sworn in as AM-
VETS’ state commander on 
Saturday, July 4, immedi-
ately following the flyover, 
national anthem and flag 
raising on the Long Bridge.

As the veteran organiza-
tion’s top officer in the 
state, over the course of his 
one-year term, Lund will 
to guide the organization’s 
continuing mission to sup-
port veterans, support their 
communities, recognize vet-
erans’ service and petition 
for veteran benefits.

AMVETS was chartered 
in 1943 as a national orga-

nization and is open to all 
veterans and current ser-
vice members, regardless 
of if they served during 
peacetime or conflict and 
at home or abroad.

Lund encourages all veter-
ans to get involved in a vet-
erans organization, whether 
it is AMVETS or another 
organization. “These orga-
nizations fight for veteran 
benefits,” he said.

There are 11 districts and 
4,000 members belong-
ing the organization in 
the state, Lund said. His 
election 
to the 
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