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Crazy deals, sales 
for Crazy Days; see 
ads on Pages A4–A7

Crazy Days ads can 
be found in this issue 
on Pages A4–A7. 

Local businesses 
and shops are offering 
great deals, specials 
and sales for the an-
nual Chetek Crazy 
Days. You’d be crazy to 
miss out!

On Friday, July 31, 
businesses will be 
dressing up in crazy 
costumes. Photos will 
appear in next week’s 
edition of The Chetek 
Alert.

Roadwork from 
New Auburn to 
Bloomer on Hwy. 53

Just over six miles of 
Hwy. 53 will be resur-
faced from New Au-
burn to Hwy. 64, north 
of Bloomer, starting 
Monday, July 27, the 
Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation 
announced on Friday, 
July 24.

The road will remain 
open to traffic dur-
ing the construction, 
which is expected 
to be completed in 
October. There will be 
single-lane closures.

The $6.03 million 
project includes mill-
ing and overlaying 
asphalt pavement on 
Hwy. 53 and the ramps 
and crossroad at the 
CTH M interchange; 
repairing a culvert 
and endwall; cleaning 
culverts and adding 
culvert markers; clean-
ing ditches near CTH 
Q; installing a living 
snow fence along the 
southbound Hwy. 53 
near mile marker 115; 
and installing shoulder 
rumble strips and new 
pavement markings.

Court approves sale of Northern Industrial Sands

By CARl CoolEy

A specialty racing pi-
geon competing in a near-
ly 500-mile race across 
Ontario, Canada, got lost 
and ended up in Chetek on 
Saturday, July 25.

The bird landed at Crim-
son Hue Resort, owned by 
Jennifer and Matt Blatz. 
While the bird has delight-
ed kids at the resort, the 
Blatzes are now looking for 
ways to help the lost bird 
return 600 miles directly 
to its home in Burlington, 
Ontario, Canada, near To-
ronto, Ontario, Canada. 

The Blatzes first found 
the bird on Saturday 
morning when they were 
outside of one of the 
cabins. It walked up to 
them and didn’t fly away 
when they got close, so 
they knew it was tame. 
They noticed it had metal 
bands on its legs, listing a 
website and a code. 

Via the website, they 
learned the bird was a lost 
racing pigeon and were 
able to contact the bird’s 
owner, a man named Tony 
Rodgers, from Burlington. 
Because of international 
travel restrictions, Rodgers 
asked the Blatzes to look 
after the bird for a day or 
two so it could recuperate 
for its journey back. 

Jennifer and Matt got a 
crate with a perch, bird-
seed, water and a bath. 
The bird was hungry and 
thirsty, and walked right 
into the crate, they said.

They released it on 
Monday morning, but it 
stuck around for the day 

and was back on Tuesday, 
July 28. Jennifer said, on 
Rodger’s recommenda-
tion, they were looking for 
someone heading toward 
Detroit and Flint, Mich., 
to release the bird there, 
closer to its home.

Pigeon racing is similar 
to horse racing, wherein 
birds are bred for their 
pedigree, there are races 
of different lengths and 
there are different age 
groups, Rodgers explained 
via phone on Monday, July 
27. The bird lost in Chetek, 
which is identified by the 

number 442 on a band on 
its foot, was in a roughly 
500-mile race that began 
two weeks ago on July 11 
in Hearst, Ontario, Canada. 
Flying 30–60 mph over the 
ground, depending on the 
wind, a bird can cover 500 
miles or more in a day.

There was an unex-
pected storm that popped 
up during the race and he 
suspected the 2.5-year-old 
bird tried to fly around it, 
then got lost on the U.S. 
side of Lake Huron. The 
birds 
don’t 

Starting Monday, Aug. 3, 
is the five-day Summer in 
Chetek Wine Walk, which 
features nine Chetek shops 
and a unique, collectible 
wine glass.

While similar to past 
wine walks, this one has 
been extended to last five 
days to spread people out 
and encourage physical 
(social) distancing. It is 
organized by the Chetek Us 
Out retailers group and the 
Chetek Chamber of Com-
merce. Proceeds from the 
event will benefit future 
chamber events. 

The event is a way to 
thank people for their 
support of local busi-
nesses during shutdowns 
earlier this year and the 
ongoing pandemic, said 
Kelly Critser, one of the 
wine walk organizers.

Participating businesses 
are Lake Country Marina, 
Candy Corner & Creations, 
Carpe Diem, Off “R” Rock-
ers, CJ Conner Art Studio, 
It’s My Lucky Day Unique 
Boutique, Just Imagine 
Floral & Vintage Treasure, 
Whimsical Wares and 53 
Main Gift Shoppe. There 

is no set time for the wine 
walk during the five days 
and each business will be 
operating on their own 
days and hours. 

Business will have in-
dividual specials for the 
event. Some may require 
face masks to enter so it is 
recommended that shop-
pers bring a mask along.

There are 200 wine 
glasses, hand-painted by 
Julie Wilson. The collectible 
Chetek wine walk glasses 
are $20 each and can be 
purchased at each partici-
pating business. 

With each wine glass, 
shoppers will also get a 
punch card, which can be 
redeemed for a free wine 
sample at each business 
during the wine walk (limit 
one sample per business). 
Wine walkers do not need 
the wine glass, just their 
punch card, to redeem the 
wine samples. Samples will 
be served in single-serve, 
disposable cups.

Also, shoppers will get 
two tickets that will be 
entered into a drawing for 
one of several gift baskets 
or a one-day pontoon rental 

from Lake Country Marina. 
For each additional $10 

spent at each business 
during the wine walk, 
wine walkers will also get 
an additional ticket for 
the drawing. Just show 
your punch card when 
checking out. The tickets 
will be collected by the 
businesses and wine walk-
ers do not need to drop 
them off anywhere. 

The drawing will be on 
Monday, Aug. 10. You do 
not need to be present to 
win and the winners will 
be contacted by phone.

Summer in Chetek five-day wine walk event starts Monday, Aug. 3

Far from home: racing pigeon lost in Chetek CWASD discusses plans 
for in-person classes in fall

Third death from coronavirus 
reported for Barron County
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This racing pigeon was participating in a race in Ontario, 
Canada, when it got a bit lost and ended up 600 miles away 
at Crimson Hue Resort, in Chetek. Resort owners Matt and 
Jennifer Blatz were looking for someone heading toward 
Detroit, Mich., to help get the bird back to its home.

 
SEE PIGEon, PAGE A9

The sale of Northern 
Industrial Sand’s dry 
plant and rail transload-
ing facility was approved 
by a Barron County judge 
on Monday, July 27, and 
the property will be sold 
to North Central Railcorp 
Inc., according to court 
documents.

Since April 30, the 
companies that collec-
tively make up Northern 
Industrial Sands have been 
in receivership, a form of 
corporate bankruptcy. NIS’ 
major creditor, Dougherty 
Funding LLC—a Minneapo-
lis, Minn.,-based corporate 
lender—said more than 
$28 million was owed on a 
loan of more than $40 mil-
lion. Dougherty alleged in 
court documents that NIS 
was at risk of insolvency 
due to the downturn in the 
oil and frac sand markets 
and the economic effects 
of the global pandemic. A 
public auction was set for 
Friday, July 31. 

Sometime between June 
18 and July 21, North Cen-
tral contacted the receiver, 
Michael Polsky, about 

purchasing some assets of 
NIS, as an operating, ongo-
ing business.

An agreement was 
reached to sell equip-
ment, railroad track, 
leased Komatsu load-
ers, office equipment, 
vehicles, real estate and 
sand inventory at NIS’ dry 
plant for $6.4 million. Re-
cords said the sale price 
was more than the liqui-
dation value of the assets 
and the sale was recom-
mended by the receiver. 

Excluded from the sale 
were leased land—which 
included the mines and 
wet plants—mining 
permits, leased rail cars, 
cash on deposit, bank ac-
counts, personal property 
of employees, life insur-
ance policies owned by 
NIS and sand inventory 
at NIS’ wet plant. Barron 
County objected to the 
sale of the wet plant sand 
as it is subject to certain 
royalties when transport-
ed over county roads. 

The sale was approved 
by Barron County Judge 
Michael Bitney on Monday. 

From the $6.4 million, 
Polsky will pay real estate 
and other taxes owed by 
NIS, pay the sale’s closing 
costs, pay administra-
tive expenses of the sale 
and then pay Dougherty 
Funding LLC, by which it 
will recoup some if its se-
cured loans. As a secured 
creditor with first-position 
mortgages, Dougherty is 
guaranteed its share of 
the sale proceeds before 
other creditors. Court 
documents said no other 
creditors had objected to 
the sale to North Central. 

The public auction for 
remaining assets is sched-
uled for July 31, according 
to court documents and 
the deadline to file objec-
tions was July 2.

Headquartered in Rio 
Rancho, N.M., according 
to its corporate website, 
North Central Railcorp 
buys and operates short-
line freight railroads, ter-
minal railroad operations 
and industrial switching 
yard operations in the 
Midwest and Central 
Plains states.

A third Barron County 
resident has died due to 
complications of COVID-
19, according to Barron 
County Public Health on 
Monday, July 27. 

All three deaths in Bar-
ron County have been resi-
dents in their 70s who had 
underlying health condi-
tions, according to BCPH.

As of Tuesday, July 28, 
54 current cases were 
isolating at home, six were 
hospitalized and 70 cases 
had recovered. Including 
the deaths, the total case 
count was 133.

For the week between 
July 21 and Tuesday, July 
28, 53 new cases have 
been confirmed in Barron 
County residents. With 568 
negative tests during that 
time, the percent positive 
of cases was at 8.5 percent 
for the week and 2.6 per-
cent overall. 

Last week, Department 
of Health Services Secre-
tary-designee Andrea Palm 
noted some counties were 
experiencing a backlog 
of one to three days in 
reporting negative cases 
because priority was given 
to positive cases. It was 
not clear if a backlog was 
affecting Barron County. 
Palm said that weekly 
percent-positive trends, 
rather than daily trends, 
represented a more accu-
rate trend view.

With increasing virus 
activity levels reported 
across the state, Gov. Tony 
Evers was asked last week if 
a statewide mask mandate 
would be implemented for 
when people were in public. 
Evers said it was under con-
sideration but how, when or 
even if a mandate would be 
created was unclear as of 
Thursday, July 23.

By CARl CoolEy

A draft plan for the 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Area 
School District to reopen 
for face-to-face classes in 
the fall was sent out to the 
families of students on 
Monday evening, July 25, 
after the C-W Board of Edu-
cation reviewed the plan.

Schools were closed in 
March as the coronavirus 
outbreak began in Wis-
consin. Over the summer, 
school administrators 
and school boards across 
the state have working 
on plans for how their 
districts will hold classes 
when the school year starts 
again in late summer.

Superintendent Mark 
Johnson said administra-
tors have been working 
with local and state officials 
and reviewing national 
resources for reopening. 
Barron County schools, 
along with Barron County 
Public Health, have devel-
oped a common reopening 

plan that they are basing 
their separate district plans 
on. From there, C-W will 
develop individual building 
plans for the high, middle 
and elementary buildings 
to fit specific instructional 
needs at each grade level.

Johnson said seven or 
eight plans were narrowed 
down to three main plans 
with different types of 
instruction: in-person and 
at-school with precautions 
like physical distanc-
ing, blended/individual 
distance learning where 
students in quarantine re-
ceive virtual instruction in 
real-time and virtual learn-
ing for entire classrooms, 
grades or school buildings 
during larger closures.

A survey of school fami-
lies in early July showed 
that a majority of parents 
were in favor of in-person, 
at-school classes for five 
days a week, Johnson said. 
That is what the district was 
antici-
pating, 
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The Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Board of Education has been dis-
cussing plans about opening schools in the fall for classes.
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