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Grandson of local residents ski jumping in Youth Olympic Games. B1
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Owners work 
to start again

Inferno destroys Sather Family Dental, In Step Dance Studio; other properties spared

Year in Review; July 
through December

The second half of 
The Chetek Alert’s 
Year in Review is in this 
week’s edition of The 
Chetek Alert. 

It covers interna-
tional, national, state, 
regional and local 
stories of 2019, from 
July through Decem-
ber. Find the section 
on Pages B6–B7.

Library program 
features Chetek ice 
fishing guide 

Calhoun Memorial Li-
brary will host its next 
Brown Baggin’ It series 
program at noon on 
Tuesday, Jan. 14, lasting 
about 45 minutes.

Steve Sedani, of Up-
Der North Guide Ser-
vice, will talk about ice 
fishing during the pre-
sentation. Sedani will 
discuss basic equip-
ment needed to begin 
this winter sport. He 
will also answer ques-
tions and share some 
fish tales. He has been 
a Wisconsin-licensed 
fishing guide in the 
Chetek area for more 
than 30 years.

Program attendees 
are asked to bring 
their lunch. The library 
will provide bever-
ages and dessert. The 
program is free.

Calhoun Memorial 
Library is located at 
321 Moore St.

Try 100-clue 
crossword 
about Chetek

A 100-clue crossword 
puzzle, created by Chetek 
Alert staff, is on Page A10. 
All the clues deal with 
Chetek, the surrounding 
area and Chetek history.

Those who accurately 
complete the crossword 
and return it to the Chetek 
Alert office by 4 p.m. on 
Friday, Jan. 24, will be en-
tered into a chance to win 
a gift basket. The winner 
will be drawn from com-
pleted entries, so don’t 
forget to include your 
name and phone number 
on the crossword.

The winner and answer 
key will be published in 
the Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
newspaper.

And don’t pull out your 
hair on this crossword. Give 
us a call or email editor@
thechetekalert.com you get 
stuck and we’d be glad to 
offer a hint. Many history 
clues were referenced from 
the Pages from the Past, by 
Hazel M. Calhoun. 

Meeting set for 
C-W Scholarship 
Foundation

The Chetek-Weyer-
haeuser Scholarship 
Foundation will hold 
its annual meeting at 
5:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Jan. 15, in the 
guidance office at 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser 
High School.  The pub-
lic is invited to attend.

Found in 1982, remains of 
homicide victim identified

Remains found near 
Ridgeland in 1982 have 
been identified as a ho-
micide victim and a man 
from White Bear Lake, 
Minn., and the Barron 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is asking for help 
from the public to learn 
why the man was in Bar-
ron County.

The remains belonged to 
Kraig King and the 
man’s next of kin 
have been notified, 
said Barron County 
Sheriff Chris 
Fitzgerald.

Anyone with 
information on why 
the victim would 
have been in Barron 
County in 1982, or 
any knowledge of 
this case, should contact 
the Barron County Sher-
iff’s Department at 715-
537-3106.

King’s remains were 
found on Sept. 21, 1982, by 
loggers who found a pile of 
clothes on wooded private 
property, about 100 yards 
from a tree line near Hwy. 
25 and four miles north 
of Ridgeland. Upon closer 
inspection, they were re-
vealed to be badly decom-
posed human remains. 

At the time, autopsy 

results said it was a white 
male, between 18 and 22 
years of age, weighing 
180 to 195 pounds, about 
5-feet-8inches to 5-feet-9-
inches tall. He had brown 
hair and a husky build. 
The cause of death was 
ruled homicide, happen-
ing sometime between 
April and May 1982. But 
the man’s identity re-

mained a mystery.
With help from 

the DNA Doe Proj-
ect—a volunteer 
nonprofit organiza-
tion that works to 
identify deceased 
victims via foren-
sic genealogy—the 
man’s identity was 
found to be King’s. 
The DNA Doe 

Project also credited DNA 
Solutions, HudsonAlpha 
Discovery, Justin Loe, of 
Full Genomes Corporatin, 
Dr. Greg Magoon, of Ader-
dyne Research Corporation 
and GEDmatch. 

Other remains were 
found on Dec. 3, 2017, 
south of Barron on Hwy. 
25. The BCSD and the 
DNA Doe Project are still 
investigating the identity 
of those remains. They are 
not believed to be con-
nected to King’s.

Kraig
King
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Christie Mountain has 
been listed for sale at 
$1.25 million.

The property at 13755 
CTH O near Bruce and 
Weyerhaeuser is listed 
by Feather Real Estate 
Group, which has offices 
in Eau Claire, Chetek and 
Rice Lake.

The website states Chris-
tie Mountain has been the 
“go to” place for skiers 
and snowboarders since 
1977, calling it a “long es-
tablished working ski hill 
located in the Blue Hills of 
Northern Wisconsin.”

The property is listed 
as 122.16 acres, having 
30 trails with a 350-foot 
vertical drop.

“Features include night 
skiing on all terrains, tub-
ing, six lifts with longest 
run at 4,000 feet. All 
snow making and groom-
ing equipment included. 
Multiple buildings on site 
including ski chalet with 
residence included. Used 
value of the equipment in-
cluded is over $800,000,” 
the site states.

Rusk County tax list-
ings show the property is 
currently owned by David 
and Suzanne Vohs.

A Wikipedia entry for 
the business states:

Christie Mountain ski 

area was designed and 
built by George and Pat 
Sorenson in the 1970s. 
The Sorensons named 
the ski area after the 
Stem Christie—the name 
of a turn used in alpine 
skiing—and opened it 
for business in 1977. 
They designed a series 
of trails, installed two 
chairlifts, drilled a well, 
created a holding pond 
for snow-making water, 
and built a chalet.

After operating the 
business for eight years, 
the Sorensons sold the 
operation to Jim and 
Laura Landreth in 1985. 

They added a living quar-
ters to the chalet, added 
new ski runs, and started 
the legend of the Blue 
Hills Beast.

David and Sue Vohs 
purchased Christie Moun-
tain from the Landreths 
in 1998 and, along with 
their daughter and son-
in-law, Andrea and David 
Luettgerodt currently own 
and operate the business. 
The Vohs have added ski, 
snowboarding and snow 
tubing trails (a total of 
thirty trails). They have 
also added a natural rock 
wall climbing area with 
four 30 foot routes.

Christie Mountain for sale at $1.25 million

LadySmith NewS

Picture above is a view from the Christie Mountain chairlift 
during a recent Leaf It to Rusk fall festival. The business 
has been listed for sale at $1.25 million.

By CARL CooLEy

Two Chetek businesses 
are dealing with the 
aftermath of a fire that 
destroyed their premises 
on Friday, Jan. 3, but own-
ers say they have found an 
abundance of support from 
the community.

The building of Sather 
Family Dental and In Step 
Dance Studio, at 118 Doug-
las St., Chetek, was discov-
ered ablaze and reported to 
911 at 8:40 p.m. on Friday. 
Firefighters from five area 
fire departments were 
called to the scene.

Dr. Nik Sather, owner and 
dentist at Sather Family 
Dental, 
was 

Five-department

Fire
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Rice Lake Fire Department’s aerial ladder truck sprays water from its high vantage point, pictured above, right, during a 
fire at Sather Family Dental and In Step Dance Studio, in Chetek, on Friday evening, Jan. 3. See more photos on Page A9.

 
SEE REBuILD, PAgE A9

Five fire departments 
from Chetek, New Auburn, 
Cameron Barron and Rice 
Lake dumped a quarter of a 
million gallons of water on a 
fire at Sather Family Dental 
and In Step Dance Studio, at 
118 Douglas St., Chetek, on 
Friday evening, Jan. 3. 

The blaze was reported 
by a 911 call at 8:40 p.m. 

Chetek Fire Chief Ryan 

Olson noted that when 
firefighters first arrived 
on scene, it appeared the 
fire had started in the 
front of the building, 
possibly between the new 
addition being built and 
the existing structure, but 
it was hard to tell.

The new addition was 
framed in and was ready for 
drywall, said Dr. Nik Sather, 

owner of Sather Family 
Dental and the building. 
Learning of the fire, Sather 
rushed to the business, 
arriving as firefighters did, 
finding the building ablaze. 

Firefighters went in the 
back an removed tanks of 
nitrous oxide—laughing 
gas—from the building. 

No injuries were report-
ed and nearby businesses 

were not damaged.
Barron and Cameron sent 

tankers and Rice Lake sent 
an aerial ladder truck. Fire 
fighters were there past 1 
a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 4.

Olson said it was diffi-
cult to hit all the hot spots 
inside because of how the 
building was situated.

The building appeared 
to be a complete loss.
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