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Pattern for success: local bow hunter arrows early-season buck. B1
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Bartels, Haas named king, queen of Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Homecoming Court
What would a Bulldog homecoming be without the annual coronation of the homecoming king and queen? The Bulldogs 
celebrated the coronation out on the football field Friday, Oct. 9, with ceremonies emceed by seniors Emma Sather and Jo-
seph Jensen. Congratulations to the 2020 Chetek-Weyerhaeuser High School Homecoming king and queen, Brett Bartels and 
Madison Haas. The entire court is pictured above, left to right, Madeleine Schofield, Rylee Buchman, Hannah Gesler, Rebecca 
York, Haas, Bartels, Samuel Hall, Brody Killoren, Liam Tschumperlin and Tyler Razim.

Trick-or-treat hours 
in the city of Chetek

Trick-or-treating 
hours for the city of 
Chetek will be 4:30 to 7 
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
31, as usual.

Chetek Mayor Jeff 
Martin said the decision 
to participate in trick-or-
treating and handing 
out treats will be left 
up to the discretion of 
parents and residents.

The Chetek Lions 
and Chetek Chamber 
of Commerce’s Kids 
Halloween Costume 
Party, is not being held 
this year as the school 
is not hosting events.

Chetek Lutheran 
Church is tentatively 
planning a trunk-or-
treat event for Sunday, 
Oct. 25, pending the 
local COVID-19 level 
and the city’s approval 
to close a block of 
Schofield Street for the 
event. Read upcoming 
editions of the Alert for 
more details.

Public Health asks for help 
as COVID-19 cases spike

Public health officials 
have reported a spike in 
confirmed COVID-19 cases 
across Wisconsin. The 
trend was reflected in Bar-
ron County as 56 new cases 
were reported Monday, Oct. 
12, from over the weekend.

As of Tuesday, Oct. 13, the 
total, ongoing case count 
was at 645 cases, includ-
ing the 56 cases reported 
over the weekend and 14 
new cases reported Tues-
day, Oct, 13. As of Tuesday, 
there were 98 active cases, 
with six people currently 
hospitalized and 541 people 
having recovered. No new 
deaths were reported and 
remained at six.

A total of 117 positive 
cases and 692 negative 
tests were reported from 
Oct. 6 to Oct. 13, for a 
weekly percent positive 

rate of 14.5 percent. From 
Sept. 29 to Oct. 6, the rate 
was 22.1 percent, with 10.7 
percent the week prior.

Barron County Pub-
lic Health noted that as 
of, Oct. 12, the county 
was seeing “community 
spread,” (10–24 cases per 
100,000 people) which 
was above “on track for 
containment” but below 
“accelerated spread” and 
“tipping point” for virus 
activity level severity.

“We need everyone’s help 
to slow the spread of this 
virus,” said health officer 
Laura Sauve. “We are see-
ing cases go out to bars 
and restaurants while sick 
or awaiting test results. 
People are ignoring the 
recommendations and it’s 
starting 
to take 

City to start talks with Swiderski for Knapp Street housing development

County panel 
pulls funding 
for Embrace
By BoB ZIEnTARA | BARRon nEwS-SHIElD

A message critical of “po-
lice violence” is the apparent 
cause of a Barron County 
Board of Supervisors Execu-
tive Committee decision to 
cut $25,000 in funding to 
the Embrace nonprofit or-
ganization for survivors of 
domestic violence.

After a closed executive 
session following its regular 
monthly meeting Wednes-
day, Oct. 7, members of the 
executive committee voted 
to support a funding cut re-
quested by the Barron Coun-
ty Department of Health 
and Human Services and 
the Barron County Sheriff’s 
Depart-
ment.

 
SEE EMBRACE, PAgE A7
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Combine catches fire during harvest, Chetek Fire responds
Chetek firefighters responded quickly to a report of a combine on fire in the 400 block of CTH AA 
on Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 13. The combine, which appeared to be a Case IH, was fully ablaze 
when firefighters arrived around 4:20 p.m. The fire was under control by 5 p.m. and the brush 
buggy was used to extinguish some small fires in the field. New Auburn Fire department was also 
called to assist. No injuries were reported. Pictured above, firefighters work to put out the fire.

Back the Blue rally, 
parade on Saturday

A “Back the Blue” 
event is being held at 
First Baptist Church, 
1475 Railroad Ave., 
Chetek, on Saturday, 
Oct. 17, at 9 a.m.

People are encour-
aged to wear blue, fly 
flags, decorate cars 
and make signs in 
support of law enforce-
ment officers. Political 
signs and disparaging 
remarks are discour-
aged, organizers said. 

There will be speak-
ers, refreshments and 
kids’ games, followed 
by  vehicle parade.

Donations will be 
collected to be given 
to officers. The event 
and more info can be 
found on Facebook 
by searching “Barron 
County Patriots Back 
the Blue Rally and 
Vehicle Parade.”

 
SEE CASES, PAgE A7

By CARl CoolEy

The city’s mayor and four-
member common council all 
have the same goal: to create 
more mixed housing in the 
city that is affordable for 
young families and young 
professionals to move into 
and for retirees and empty-
nesters looking to downsize.

But with that in mind, 
there are differing views on 
how to achieve this goal, and 
that is what led to two split 
votes on Wednesday evening, 
Oct. 7. Mayor Jeff Martin 
broke the ties, meaning S.C. 
Swiderski is the company 
the city will start negotiat-
ing with for the Knapp Street 
housing development.

Jennie-O sold 39 acres of 
land located southeast of 
the intersection of Knapp 
and 15th streets to the City 

of Chetek in June 2018 for 
$150,000. Since then, the 
city has spent approxi-
mately $9,000 on environ-
mental studies to check for 
any contamination, plus 
incurred other costs for 
asbestos abatement and site 
cleanup of a house that was 
sold and moved from the 
property last year.

A 2019 county housing 
study suggested the city will 
need 168–175 new housing 
units over the next 20–25 
years, with 40 percent being 
rentals and 60 percent be-
ing owner-occupied homes. 
The council began seeking 
companies to develop the 
Knapp Street property and 
three—Northpointe Devel-
opment, S.C. Swiderski and 
Whitehorse Construction—
presented preliminary plans 
in September. The city plans 

to retain one acre of the 39 
for city water pump house. 

Swiderski proposed buy-
ing the property for $1, 
building four two-story 
apartment complexes on 
about a third of the proper-
ty. They would 
own and main-
tain the street 
and grounds. 
They asked 
the city to pay 
$400,000 to 
cover infrastructure costs, 
in four installments due 
each time one of the four 
buildings is completed. They 
would look at building or 
selling single family lots on 
other parts of the property.

Whitehorse proposed to 
purchase the property for 
$700 an acre, build a pair of 
two-story, 10-unit apartment 
buildings, then construct 

36–40 single family homes 
on larger lots. The city 
would pay for infrastruc-
ture and recoup the costs in 
when the homes were sold.

Northpointe Develop-
ment proposed selling 

buying eight 
acres for $1 
and building 
40 one-story, 
cottage-style 
apartments in 
six buildings 

and having the city loan 
them about $325,000 for 
planing costs. Northpointe 
requested a quick decision 
in order to meet a dead-
line to apply for Wisconsin 
Housing and Economic 
Development tax credits. 

The council discussed 
which firm to choose in a 
70-minute-long closed ses-
sion during a special council 

meeting on Oct. 7. After 
returning to open session, 
Council Member Terry Hight, 
Ward 3, made a motion to 
begin negotiations with all 
three firms. He was second-
ed by Council Member Earl 
Grover, Ward 2, but council 
members Scott Bachowski, 
Ward 1, and Mark Edwards, 
Ward 4, opposed it. Martin 
voted no, to break the tie.

Following that, Ba-
chowski motioned to start 
negotiations with Swiderski 
and it was seconded by 
Edwards. Hight and Grover 
voted no. Martin voted yes 
to break the tie.

Now it will be up to a 
small committee with 
Bachowski, Grover and the 
city’s attorney, Randi Os-
berg, to negotiate a devel-
oper’s 
contract 
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