
Ivy Lillian Palumbo was 
born with a rare genetic 
disease called WAGR Syn-
drome, and she will likely 
need a kidney and face other 
medical challenges before 
she is eight years old.

The Chetek Wine Walk, 
on Thursday, Aug. 22, from 
4–7 p.m. is being held for 
her benefit, with proceeds 
being donated to her fam-
ily to help with ongoing 
medical costs and related 
expenses as they monitor 
and treat Ivy’s disease.

Ivy is the daughter of 
Shawna Seidling, owner of 
Just Imagine Floral & Vin-
tage Treasures, and Joey 
Palumbo, owner of Midwest 
Automotive, in Chetek.

The acronym WAGR 
stands for Wilms tumor 
(tumors of the kidney), 
aniridia (absence of the 
colored part of the eye), 
genitourinary anomalies 
and mental retardation. For 
Ivy, the diseased is caused 
by 61 missing genes in her 
chromosomes.

“It’s such a rare thing,” 

Palumbo said. There are 
around 450 known cases of 
WAGR Syndrome through-
out history. Only one in a 

million children are born 
with WAGR and the disease 
is so 
rare, 

Authorities are inves-
tigating a fire in a rural 
New Auburn home, which 
sent the resident owner to 
the hospital with smoke 
inhalation injuries.

Barron County Sheriff 
Chris Fitzgerald said To-
nia Morrison, 45, of New 
Auburn, called 911 at 2:25 
a.m., on Monday, Aug. 12, 
to report her house was 
on fire.

New Auburn Fire 
Department, Mayo Am-
bulance and Barron 
County sheriff’s deputies 
responded to the resi-
dence in the 200 block of 
30th Street, north of New 
Auburn. Chetek Fire De-
partment was also called 
to provide manpower and 
tenders, according to the 
dispatch logs. 

The fire was knocked 
down by 2:55 a.m. Damage 

to the house was substan-
tial, Fitzgerald said.

Morrison was taken to a 
hospital in Eau Claire for 
nonlife-threatening smoke 
inhalation injuries. 

The BCSD, NAFD and 
State Fire Marshal’s Office 
are investigating the fire. 

According to the dis-
patch logs, the woman 
sent a message to a man 

about 15 minutes prior to 
the call about the fire.

Dispatch logs noted the 
woman was released from 
the hospital as of Monday 
afternoon, Aug. 12.
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Wine walk for girl with rare genetic disease
Housing forum at 
Chetek City Hall

A forum about hous-
ing will be held on 
Thursday, Aug. 15, by 
Barron County Econom-
ic Development Corpo-
ration and West Central 
Wisconsin Regional 
Planning Commission.

It will be held at 
Chetek City Hall, 220 
Stout St. Beginning at 
5:30 p.m., there will 
be an informal open 
house (30 minutes), a 
formal presentation 
(25 minutes), a housing 
panel (20 minutes) and 
a question-and-answer 
session (15 minutes).

Highlighted in the 
forum will be housing 
study results. The public 
will have the opportu-
nity to share their input 
and ideas on housing in 
the Chetek community. 

Fun Days at Buck 
Lake on Aug. 17–18

The Buck Lake Sports-
man’s Club sponsors 
their Fun Days event 
Saturday and Sunday, 
Aug. 17–18, at Ponde-
rosa Bar on Buck Lake 
in Chetek.

Refreshments will 
be available. Activities 
include volleyball and 
softball tournaments 
on both days, along 
with horseshoe pitch-
ing, a beanbag tourna-
ment, kids’ activities, a 
bouncy house and face 
painting on Sunday. 
Charcoal chicken will 
be served Sunday. 

There is also raffle 
tickets available for $2 
each or three tickets 
for $5. The grand prize 
is a $500 gift card and 
raffle prizes go through 
17th place.

Ponderosa Bar is lo-
cated at W15630 Buck 
Lake Rd., Chetek.

For more informa-
tion, contact Buck Lake 
Sportsman’s Club Presi-
dent Bill Ludwikowski 
at 715-642-2676.

Authorities investigating fire near New Auburn
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The State Fire Marshal’s Office, Barron County Sheriff’s Department and New Auburn 
Fire Department were investigating the cause of a fire at a house in the 200 block of 30th 
Street, north of New Auburn, Monday morning, Aug. 11. The resident in the home, a 45-
year-old woman, was transported to an Eau Claire hospital for smoke inhalation injuries, 
and was later released.

Pregnant woman run over, 
later delivers stable baby boy

A woman, eight-and-a-
half months pregnant, 
who was apparently run 
over by her pickup truck 
in a Chetek parking lot 
on Thursday, Aug. 8, de-
livered a baby boy after 
the incident.

Chetek Police Chief 
Ron Ambrozaitis said he 

heard on Friday, Aug. 9, 
that the woman was in 
surgery, that she had de-
livered her baby and that 
the baby was “stable,” if 
not a few weeks early. He 
said the hospital did not 
give any more informa-
tion, 
citing 
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Chetek first responders, firefighters, EMTs and police give 
aid to a pregnant woman who was run over by her own 
pickup truck, pictured above, at right, in the parking lot at 
Horton’s True Value Hardware on Thursday morning, Aug. 
8. The woman delivered a baby boy following the incident.
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Back to School 
section inside

Inserted in this issue is 
The Chetek Alert’s Back 
to School special section.

The 20-page section 
has welcome letters from 
school administrators 
and officials, ads, school 
calendars and articles 
about clubs, events and 
programs. 

Camp Chetek at 75 years, looks to future
Pontoon Olympix, the an-

nual fundraiser in support 
of Chetek-area charities, is 
Saturday, Aug. 17. Regis-
tration has closed for this 
year’s event, but organizer 
Kelly Timm said that 40 
teams with 353 people will 
be competing on Saturday. 

Each team picks a coun-
try, decorates and dresses 
up as that nation and then 
competes in various games 
at Gilligans, Pokegama 
Lakeside, Somerset, Lynda’s 
Lakeshore, Wolf’s Den and 
Red’s. Team captains will 
meet at the Hydroflite’s Wa-
ter Ski Show Site at 10 a.m. 
to pickup T-shirts, maps 
and instructions. 

The games kick off at 11 
a.m., with the 40 teams 

breaking up into eight 
groups of five boats.

The ending ceremo-
nies will be at 6 p.m. at 
Reds. First-, second- and 
third-place awards will be 
handed out for the best 
dressed teams. Gold, silver 
and bronze awards will be 
handed out for the games.

Last year, Pontoon 
Olympix raised $4,800 and 
has supported the Chetek 
Food Shelf, Christmas for 
Kids, Walleyes for Chetek, 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Area 
Scholarship Foundation, 
Coats for Kids and Chetek 
Area Veterans Memorial. It 
has also paid school lunch 
accounts and adopted a 
family at the school for 
Christmas.

Pontoon Olympix is Saturday
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An open house and 75th anniversary for Camp Chetek will also have a groundbreaking  
ceremony for a new chapel and gymnasium. A conceptual rendering of it is above.
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On Saturday, Aug. 17, 
Camp Chetek, at 730 
Lakeview Drive, is wel-
coming local residents 
and past and present 

campers to their campus 
to celebrate 75 years since 
the Chetek Baptist Assem-
bly incorporated.

It will be an event not 
only to celebrate the 
camp’s history, but also its 

future, as a groundbreak-
ing ceremony will be held 
for a new chapel and gym.

“We want to invite peo-
ple to see the history and 
where 
it’s 
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Ivy Lillian is a 15-month-old girl with a rare genetic disease 
called WAGR syndrome, which affects her eyes and her 
kidneys. Ivy is pictured above, at left, held by her mother, 
Shawna Seidling, along with Ivy’s father, Joey Palumbo, who 
is holding Ivy’s brother, Eli.
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