
The grocery store known 
as Gordy’s will be sold 
from current owner Spar-
tanNash (also known as 
Nash Finch) to KJ’s of Wis-
consin 
Inc., 
and 
be 
brand-
ed KJ’s 
Fresh Market, according 
to an announcement from 
KJ’s on Thursday, April 25.

KJ’s announced Thurs-
day it had entered into 
an agreement with Spar-
tanNash to acquire the 
existing Gordy’s stores 
in Barron, Chetek and 
Cornell. SpartanNash will 
continue to distribute gro-
cery and fresh products to 
the three stores.

SpartanNash acquired 
five Gordy’s Market 
stores—in Chetek, Barron, 
Cornell and two in Chip-
pewa Falls—in a receiver-
ship case earlier this year. 
At that time, SpartanNash 
said it would rebrand the 
stores under a subsidiary 
company called Family 
Fare Supermarkets.

Now the Chetek, Barron 
and Cornell locations will 
have a new owner and a new 
name. The Chippewa Falls 
locations are not included.

Gordy’s Market Inc. sold 
the Ladysmith Gordy’s to 
Great Lakes Foods and it 
was renamed Ladysmith 
Fresh Market in February. 
Hansen’s IGA purchased 

the Eau 
Claire 
Gordy’s 

Market in 
March.

KJ’s Fresh MarKet
KJ’s Fresh Market, and 

its related company, Jo-
hanneson’s Inc., operate 
grocery stores under the 
Marketplace Foods and 
Drug banner, as well as MP 
Wine and Spirits stores and 
MP Gas and Convenience 
stores in Wisconsin, Min-
nesota and North Dakota. 

The Johanneson’s Market-
place Foods is not related 
to the Rice Lake Market-
place, which started in 
Hayward, expanded to St. 
Croix Falls, Rice Lake and 
Menomonie and was sold to 
Coburn Inc. in 2015. 

Chief Executive Officer, 
Keith Johanneson said he 
was excited to bring the 
stores to Barron, Chetek 
and Cornell.

“Our goal is to provide 
quality groceries, superior 
meat 
and 
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By CARl CoolEy

A man walked into the 
Chetek Express at 612 
Dallas St., Chetek, minutes 
after it opened at 7 a.m. 
on Saturday, April 27, and 
pulled out a black revolver.

It was a stickup, and he 
demanded the lone clerk 
give him cash from the 
register, along with two 
cartons of Marlboro Red 
100s cigarettes. He then 
left on foot, heading north 
toward Schofield Street, 
and disappeared before 
Barron County sheriff’s 
deputies and state troopers 
arrived in the area.

Chetek Police Chief Ron 
Ambrozaitis said as of 
Monday, April 27, a suspect 
in the armed robbery had 

not been identified, but the 
department was following 
up on leads. He asked that 
anyone with information on 

the suspect or robbery con-
tact the Chetek Police De-
partment or Barron County 
Sheriff’s Department. 

No one was injured in the 
robbery and there was no 
threat to the public, Am-
brozaitis added.

The suspect was de-
scribed as a white male, 
being approximately 5 feet, 
6 inches to 5 feet, 10 inches 
tall and weighing around 
180 pounds. The man wore 
a tan-colored ski mask but 
had a sandy blond beard, 
the clerk told police. He 
also wore a dark, hooded 
sweatshirt; blue jeans; 
and dark, square-rimmed 
glasses, likely prescription 
lenses. A photo could not 
be pulled from the surveil-
lance camera system.

The man carried a black 
revolver with a 4-inch bar-
rel, Ambrozaitis said. The 
clerk who was working has 
since quit, due to the trau-
matic experience, cowork-
ers said.

In the 

Police ask for public’s help in identifying armed robbery suspect
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The Chetek Express gas station, at 612 Dallas St., in Chetek, was robbed by a ski-mask-
wearing man with a revolver on Saturday morning, April 27. 
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By CARl CoolEy

Save for a few belong-
ings, everything Ron 
Butterfield owned was in 
the house and garage that 
burned down Wednesday 
afternoon, April 24, in 
western Rusk County.

The garage was reported 
on fire around 12:41 p.m. 
At the time, only that and 
the surrounding yard 
were on fire, but it spread 
to the house, leveling the 
garage and leaving a burnt 
shell of the house.

Butterfield didn’t know 
what started the fire and 
wasn’t home at the time. 
A caller reported the fire 
at 12:41 p.m. at house at 
16220 Hogback Road.

He lived at the house 
with his girlfriend, Lori 
Stege, and had lived there 
more than two years, he 
said. The house was at the 
end of a long driveway, 
surrounded by trees and 
next to a small lake.

“It’s a beautiful place to 
live,” he said. 

A firefighter saved a 
wooden rocking chair 
from inside a windowed 
porch. A few things were 
later saved from the 
kitchen, but the bathroom, 
dining room and bedroom 
were gone. “Everything we 
owned was in the garage 
[and house],” Butterfield 

said. The only clothes he 
had now were the ones on 
his back, he said.

He wasn’t sure where he 
would live, but his daugh-
ter, Sarah Hanson, said 
he would stay with family 
and they would help them.

A GoFundMe page had 
been set up with a $1,000 
goal on Friday, April 26. 

“They will be looking for 
a new place to live, and 
starting from scratch on 
everything that you need 
to have in a household,” 
the page’s description 
said. The page can be 
found by going to www.

gofundme.com/ron-and-
lori-fire-recovery. 

Other donations, such 
as clothes, furniture and 
tables, can be dropped off 
at Krystal’s Kuts & Kurls at 
1706 York St., Bloomer.

The Chetek Fire Depart-
ment responded, and 
New Auburn and Weyer-
haeuser fire departments 
provided mutual aid with 
tenders. Barron Electric 
was called to shut off 
the power. The Chetek 
Ambulance Service also 
responded.

“The 
cause 

Residents lost nearly all belongings to fire
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A house on Hogback Road was destroyed by fire on Wednesday, April 24. Donations are 
being accepted to help the residents, who lost everything in the fire. Pictured above, line-
men with Barron Electric Cooperative turn off the power to the house.
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A Department of Natural Resources conservation pilot flew 
over the fire, monitoring it. The fire burned about 1.4 acres of 
land. The house and garage are at the bottom of the burned 
patch of ground, just below center. A lake is at the top.
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Chetek Lions host 
Fish Fry, smelt Feed, 
Bake sale on May 3

The Chetek Lions 
Club will host their 
Fish Fry, Smelt Feed 
and Bake Sale on 
Friday, May 3, from 
4:30–7 p.m.

It will be held at a 
new location, at the 
Chetek American Le-
gion Post #179 at 1432 
Hwy. Blvd. N, Chetek.

Cost is $10 for adults, 
$5 for children under 
12 and free for pre-
school-aged children.

2019 summer scene 
in this week’s paper

The Chetek Alert’s an-
nual guide to all of the 
fun in the sun, Summer 
Scene, is inside this 
week’s newspaper.

Fifty articles and lots 
of ads from area busi-
nesses and organiza-
tions can be found in 
the summer-themed 
special section. 

Read about power-
boat and Jet Ski races 
coming to Chetek, the 
schedule for Liberty 
Fest and a calendar of 
events for everything 
happening from May 
through October.

You don’t have to be 
hitting the lake this fish-
ing opener to catch some 
prizes. All you have to do 
is go shopping in Chetek 
this week, for the Angler’s 
Widow shopping weekend.

Beginning Monday, April 
29, for every $5 spent at 
participating shops, shop-
pers will receive an entry 
form for a chance to win 
one of four gift baskets. 
Sign-up lasts through Sat-
urday, May 4. Participating 
businesses include Candy 
Corner & Creations, Carpe 
Diem, Chetek Bakery, CJ 
Conner Art Studio, It’s My 
Lucky Day Unique Bou-
tique, Just Imagine Floral 
& Vintage Treasure, Off “R” 

Rockers, The Pine Lodge 
and Whimsical Wares.

Winners of the gift bas-
kets will be drawn after the 
event and winners will be 
notified next week.

Other sponsors of the 
event include B & B Bar and 
Grill, Caddy Shack Pizza 
& Pub, Chetek Lanes Event 
Center & Pizzeria, Fostbites 
Pub, Gilligans, Hope & An-
chor Coffeehouse, Lynda’s 
Lakeshore, Phill’s Bar & Grill, 
Pokegama Lakeside Tavern & 
Grill, Red’s and Sassy’s.

Businesses will be open 
for Angler’s Widow week-
end on Saturday, May 4, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Stop 
in to see the new spring 
inventory and displays. 

Chance to win one of four gift baskets 
for Chetek Angler’s Widow weekend

Breakfast, auction, 
sales in sand Creek

A pancake breakfast, 
a silent auction, a bake 
sale, a craft sale, a 
thrift sale and a plant 
sale are all coming 
Saturday, May 4, to 
the Sand Creek Town 
Hall (formerly the Sand 
Creek Senior Center), 
at 7–11 a.m.

This event is spon-
sored by the New Hope 
Lutheran Men’s Group, 
the Sand Creek WELCA 
(Women’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 
America) and Thrivent.  
All are welcome.  

KJ’s Fresh Market buys Chetek, 
Barron, Cornell Gordy’s Markets
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