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Daylight saving time 
concludes on Sunday

Daylight saving time 
ends at 2 a.m. on Sun-
day, Nov. 7.

All clocks should be 
set back one hour to 1 
a.m. at that time.

Veterans, public 
invited to Veterans 
Day event at CWHS

A Veterans Day 
program will be held 
at the Chetek-Weyer-
haeuser High School 
gym on Thursday, Nov. 
11, at 10:30 a.m. 

The program is put 
on by the school, with 
students conducting 
the program. Local vet-
erans will be attend-
ing and speaking at 
the annual event with 
Stephanie Smith listed 
as a guest speaker. 

Along with veteran 
speakers, the CWHS 
choir will perform and 
senior Marissa Zelek 
will give an explana-
tion of Veterans Day.

All local veterans and 
the public are encour-
aged to attend.

By BoB ZIEnTARA | BARRon nEwS-SHIElD

A stranded motorcycle 
rider who lit a fire to 
help searchers find him 
is facing several motor 
vehicle-related citations 
in the wake of a blaze that 
burned several acres of 
swamp land in the village 
of Cameron on Halloween 
night Sunday, Oct. 31, ac-
cording to the Cameron 
Fire Department and Bar-
ron County dispatch and 
Barron County Circuit 
Court records.

The blaze was first 
reported shortly after 6:30 
p.m. Sunday, according to 
dispatch logs. Several 911 
calls were received at the 
dispatch center. One caller 

said the fire was visible 
along Creamery Road 
(20th Street) near St. Peter 
Catholic Church.

Callers also claimed 
“they could hear (people) 
yelling for help.”

A second deputy con-
tacted dispatchers at about 
6:45 p.m. to report the fire 
now covered five acres and 
that the flames were mov-
ing toward the east.

St. Peter Church was 
used as a staging area by 
emergency responders 
that included the Cameron 
Fire Department, Cameron 
Police Department, Barron 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and Marshfield Medi-
cal Cen-
ter EMS.

Stranded motorcyclist rescued after Cameron swamp wildfire on Halloween

Carl Cooley | Chetek alert

Standing along Creamery Road near the Cameron sewer plant, bystanders watch the fire 
below in the Cranberry Creek swamp on Sunday evening, Oct. 31.
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Color Blaze Fun Run raises funds for scholarships, Special Olympics  
The Chetek-Weyerhaeuser High School Student Council organization hosted the inaugural Color Blaze Fun Run/Walk on Saturday, Oct. 
30. The 2-mile Color Blaze Run/Walk featured four color powder splash stations along the route, which started and ended at the high 
school. There were no results in this year’s race as it was more of a fun, school and community-based event. Approximately 160 people 
participated in the race. Proceeds from the race registrations benefit student council scholarships and the Special Olympics.

Third day 
for Chetek 
murder trial
By BoB ZIEnTARA | BARRon nEwS-SHIElD

The trial of a Rice 
Lake man accused in the 
shooting death of a rural 
Chetek man reconvened 
this morning, Wednesday, 
Nov. 3, in Barron County 
Circuit Court.

Andrew J. Brunette, 
26, has been in jail on $1 
million cash bond since 
shortly after the shooting 
death of Garrett Macone, 
24, on Sun-
day, Sept. 
20, at Ma-
cone’s rural 
Chetek 
home.

Court re-
cords said 
that it took 
less than 
two hours 
to impanel 
the 12-member jury on 
Monday morning, Nov. 1.

Opening statements 
began just before 11 a.m., 
with defendant Brunette 
represented by attorneys 
Gabriel Andres Pollak, 
Stephanie Thomas-Schmidt 
and Ryan Reid. Prosecu-
tors included District At-
torney Brian Wright and 
Assistant District Attorney 
John M. O’Boyle.

Except for a 45-minute 
lunch break, the first day 
of the trial lasted from 
10:53 a.m. until 4:45 p.m., 
as the prosecution began 
presenting its case.

Testimony came pri-
marily from investigators 
with the Barron County 
Sheriff’s Department, as 
well as numerous photos, 
laboratory findings, and 
other documents.

Forty-three exhibits 
were accepted.

Day 2 began Tuesday, 
Nov. 2, with more testimo-
ny from Sheriff’s Depart-
ment witnesses. The court 
ruled out the testimony 
of an 
expert 
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Seven area fire departments respond to New Auburn turkey barn blaze
New Auburn, Chetek and Bloomer fire departments responded in full to a turkey barn fire in the 400 block of 29th Street, New 
Auburn, on Tuesday evening, Nov. 2. The structure, above, was a total loss, said New Auburn Fire Chief Tom Bischel. Dallas, Cam-
eron, Sand Creek and Tilden fire departments assisted with tenders, bringing the total number of tenders to 11 and the total 
number of firefighters to 40 to 50, Bischel said. The fire was called in around 4:30 p.m. and was reported under control just be-
fore 5:30 p.m. The last firefighters left the scene around 7:30 p.m. Barron County property records showed the barns belonged 
to Jennie-O. A cause was not known and was under investigation, Bischel said, adding he did not know if there were any birds in 
the barn at the time of the fire. There were no injuries to people.
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