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Chetek Lions Club collecting donated deer hides again. B1
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Officer treated after fentanyl exposure in bust

City budget approved; levy same

Mayor breaks tie over hangar fees; funding 
of Chetek Ambulance Service discussed

Photo courtesy of Wisconsin state Patrol

A Chevrolet Tahoe, left center, lost control on icy roads and collided head-on with a 
Dodge Ram, right. One man from Bruce was killed and a woman from Chetek was injured.

Icy roads are a suspect-
ed factor in a fatal crash 
on Hwy. 8 near Weyer-
haeuser that killed a 28-
year-old man from Bruce, 
and injured a 64-year-old 
Chetek woman, said the 
Wisconsin State Patrol.

The crash happened at 
7:52 a.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 
19, on Hwy. 8 at Cranberry 
Lake Road, west of Wey-
erhaeuser, Rusk County. 
Names were being with-

held by authorities, pend-
ing notification of family.

The state patrol is investi-
gating the crash and found 
that a 1997 Chevrolet Tahoe 
was traveling west on Hwy. 
8 when the driver lost con-
trol and collided head-on 
with a 2014 Dodge Ram.

Rusk County sheriff’s 
deputies, Rusk County 
EMS, Marshfield Medical 
Center Ambulance and 
Weyerhaeuser Fire De-

partment responded.
The driver of the Tahoe, 

the 28-year-old man, was 
killed. He was not wearing a 
seat belt.

The driver of the Ram, 
the 64-year-old woman 
from Chetek, had incapaci-
tating injuries and was tak-
en to a local hospital. She 
was wearing a seat belt and 
her injuries are nonlife-
threatening. Alcohol was 
not a factor in the crash.

Bruce man killed in crash near Weyerhaeuser

Former Chetek woman marching  
in Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade

Donate gifts with  
Christmas for Kids

The annual gift giving 
drive for kids hosted 
by the Chetek and 
Weyerhaeuser commu-
nity clubs, Christmas for 
Kids, is underway.

Wooden Christmas 
trees with tags listing 
items to donate are 
placed at businesses 
in Chetek and Wey-
erhaeuser. Donate by 
purchasing a gift listed 
on one of the tags and 
return it to the business 
the tag was picked up 
from, or bring the gift 
to Indianhead Insur-
ance at 316 Knapp St. in 
Chetek. The gifts will be 
distributed to children 
in families in need.

The annual Christ-
mas for Kids event 
will be Friday evening, 
Dec. 6, at Gilligans 
in Chetek. The event 
raises money for the 
gift drive and to pur-
chase any remaining 
gifts. Auction prizes 
for the Christmas for 
Kids event can be 
dropped off at Indian-
head Insurance.

Fall Sports Review 
section Pages B5–B8

The Fall Sports 
Review section can be 
found on Pages B5–B8 
in this issue of The 
Chetek Alert. 

Team rosters, photos 
and stats for the 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser 
Bulldogs volleyball, 
football, cross-country 
and girls’ golf teams 
are printed on the 
pages, which also 
feature ads from local, 
supporting businesses.

Early deadline, 
office closed for 
Thanksgiving 

The Chetek Alert 
will be printed and 
delivered a day early, 
on Tuesday, Nov. 26, 
for the Thanksgiving 
holiday. The deadline 
for articles next week 
is 10 a.m. on Monday, 
Nov. 25.

The newspaper of-
fice will be closed on 
Thursday and Friday, 
Nov. 28–29, for Thanks-
giving. The office will 
return to normal hours 
on Monday, Dec. 2, 
with the deadline 
returning to 10 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 3.

The Chetek Chamber of 
Commerce is inviting ven-
dors and local businesses 
to participate in the Kids’ 
Holiday Shopping Center 
at Family Day on Satur-
day, Dec. 7, at The Center 
in Chetek.

Vendors are invited 
to set up tables and sell 
items—at kid-friendly 
prices, $10 or less—
for kids to purchase 
as Christmas gifts for 

friends and family.
Vendors wishing to par-

ticipate should contact the 
Chetek Chamber of Com-
merce at 715-924-3200 or 
email info@chetekwi.net.

Family day runs from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Dec. 7 at 
The Center at 711 First St. 
Children and families will 
meet Santa Claus, take 
horse-drawn wagon rides 
and can get free hot dogs 
and hot cocoa.

Kids’ Holiday Shopping Center 
vendors sought for Family Day

Do you see ‘Angels Among Us’?
Do you know someone in 

the Chetek area who goes 
above and beyond with 
kind, generous and selfless 
acts that benefit others?

We want to hear from you 
about these people for our 
“Angels Among Us” feature.

An “angel” can be a 
friend, a neighbor, a family 
member, an acquaintance 
or even a stranger you have 
seen do a good deed. 

Please submit your nomi-
nation by contacting The 
Chetek Alert at editor@th-
echetekalert.com, by phone 

at 715-924-4118 or at The 
Chetek Alert’s page on Fa-
cebook. Please include your 
contact info for follow-up 
from Alert staff.

In your submission, 
include the person’s name 
and briefly explain the 
act(s) of kindness this 
person conducts. The 
deadline for submissions 
is Monday, Dec. 2.

It is not a competition 
and entries will appear in 
the ’Tis the Season special 
section published Wednes-
day, Dec. 18.

Playing alto saxophone, 
Sue Waterhouse, a 1976 
graduate of Chetek High 
School, will be marching 
in the Macy’s Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade in New York 
City, New York, with the 
Second Time Arounders 
Marching Band.

The band—based in St. 
Petersberg, Fla., where 
Waterhouse spends the 
winter—is 450 members 
strong. It is the world’s 
largest community march-
ing band, composed of any-
one who marched in high 
school, college or military 
bands. Members range in 

age from 18 to 85 years old.
Waterhouse is excited 

to march in the parade. It 
was “an opportunity to be 
a part of one of the world’s 
largest bands and play in 
the grand-daddy of pa-
rades,” she said of why she 
joined the band.

She is no stranger to the 
rank and file. At Chetek 
High School, Waterhouse 
remembers playing in the 
marching band under the 
direction of band teacher 
James Borgaro. Waterhouse, 
started a community 
march-
ing 

Via facebook

Sue Waterhouse, a 1967 graduate of Chetek High School, 
is marching with the Second Time Arounders community 
marching band in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade on 
Thursday, Nov. 28. Watch the parade live on NBC TV at 9 a.m.
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Photo courtesy of rice lake Police DePartment

A traffic stop on Hwy. 53 in Rice Lake on Nov. 12 recovered heroin, fentanyl and related 
drug paraphernalia, pictured above. A Rice Lake police officer was accidentally dosed 
with fentanyl and required medical treatment. He has recovered and is back on duty.

A Rice Lake police offi-
cer was accidentally dosed 
with fentanyl powder—a 
synthetic opioid 50 to 100 
times more powerful than 
morphine—and was taken 
to the hospital before be-
ing released.

The incident occurred 
during a traffic stop on 
Nov. 12, in which offi-
cers recovered suspected 
heroin, fentanyl, illegal 
prescription medications 
and drug paraphernalia. 

Two people were arrested 
and booked in the Barron 
County Jail.

Dustin A. Davis, 32, and 
Amanda J. Zahurance, 
30, both of Rice Lake, 
were charged with pos-
session with felony intent 
to deliver narcotics and 
misdemeanors possession 
of a controlled substance, 
possession of illegally 
obtained prescription, 
possession of drug para-
phernalia.

Davis was also charged 
with bail jumping-felony. 
Zahurance was also 
charged with misdemean-
or possession of drug 
paraphernalia and bail 
jumping-misdemeanor.

According to a criminal 
complaint filed Friday, 
Nov. 15, a Rice Lake of-
ficer pulled over a vehicle 
on the Hwy. 48 on ramp 
to Hwy. 53 for failing to 
signal 
a lane 
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For the third year in a 
row, the city of Chetek’s 
property tax levy will re-
main the same as the previ-
ous year’s levy.

The city’s budget and 
general property tax levy 
was approved after a public 
hearing and during a coun-
cil meeting on Nov. 12.

For the past two years, 
the city has collected a 
total of $1,259,726 in prop-
erty taxes and will again in 
2020, said City Clerk/Trea-
surer Carmen Newman.

Because total value of the 
city has increased $2.09 
million, from $138.68 
million in 2018 and was 
$140.77 million in 2019, 
property owners should see 
a decrease in the mill rate—
the tax rate in which they 
are taxed. Newman said she 

projected it to be $24.79 per 
$1,000 of property value. 

However, the exact 
amount depended on how 
much the state’s school 
levy tax credit was. Last 
year it was $257,749 and 
Newman hoped it would be 
at least that amount. 

The city’s budget grew 
by 2.45 percent, to $2.503 
million, up from $2.442 
million in 2019. 

Included in the budget 
were a 3 percent increase 
in wages for city employ-
ees, excluding library 
employees who have wages 
set by the library board.

Council member Terry 
Hight, Ward 3, motioned 
to approve the budget and 
was seconded by Mark 
Edwards, Ward 4. It was ap-
proved unanimously. 

A tie-breaking vote 
by Mayor Jeff Martin 
approved a 20 percent 
increase to hangar lease 
fees at the Southworth 
Municipal Airport. 

The vote was during the 
Chetek Common Council 
meeting on Nov. 12.

Council member Scott 
Bachowski, Ward 1, noted 
that a 20 percent was the 
most the fees could be 
raised a year per the lease 
agreements. They could be 
raised to $252 from $210.

Bachowski asked if the 
fees covered the mowing 
expenses at the airport. 
Clerk/Treasurer Carmen 
Newman said they did not.

Council member Terry 
Hight, Ward 3, noted that 
the airport wasn’t for the 
exclusive use of those 
with hangars, but it was a 
public airport.

Mark Edwards, Ward 
4, added that the airport 
property was used for the 
car show and parking dur-
ing Liberty Fest and other 
events. Edwards cautioned 
that some renters could be 
priced out if the hangar 

fees kept rising.
Hight said they were 

being raised at too fast of 
rate; every year instead of 
every three or four years.

Council member Earl 
Grover, Ward 2, compared 
it to condominium fees, 
which cover shared main-
tenance costs. Mowing, 
lights and heating the air-
port terminal cost money.

Bachowski noted that a 
runway would have to be 
repaved at some point. 

Public Works Director 
Dan Knapp noted that the 
state would pay 80 percent 
and the city would cover 
20 percent. Because the 
state was part owner, the 
city could not simply get 
rid of the airport, he said.

Newman noted that the 
lease fees would never 
cover all airport expenses.

Bachowski and Grover 
voted to increase the fee 
20 percent, with Edwards 
and Hight voting no.

For the second time as 
mayor, Martin cast the 
tie-breaker, voting in 
favor of the increase for 
hangar fees.

AmBulAnCE SERviCE DiSCuSSED
The future of the Chetek 

Ambulance Service and 
how it is subsidized by the 
city and townships was 
discussed by Edwards. 

He told the council that 
he felt the joint ambu-
lance service commission 
for the CAS was looking to 
increase the city’s share of 
the subsidy payment.

Not every ambulance run 
brings in revenue to the 
CAS. This could be due to 
nonpayment, no transport 
being needed or Medicare 
paying only a portion of 
the cost. For 2020, nearly 
$390,000 will be written 
off, according to the ser-
vice’s budget documents. 

The city of Chetek and 
towns of Chetek, Dovre, 
Sioux Creek, Prairie Lake 
and Rusk each pay a sub-
sidy to ensure there is reli-
able emergency medical 
service coverage. In 2018, 
the local governments paid 
$110,513 to the service.

The CAS budget has in-
creased due to changes in 
shifts 
and 
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