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Scott and Gretchen Cunningham 
and their 10-member team 

are ready to assist you with buying and selling your next home. 

Give us a call today 
and let us help you score a home run on your next move!

CUNNINGHAM REALTY GROUP WI

Storyteller at 
Chetek Public 
Library on July 28

Tracy Chipman, a pro-
fessional storyteller, will 
present “Stories and 
Spells of the Furred, 
Feathered and Finned” 
at the Chetek Public 
Library on Wednesday, 
July 28, at 7 p.m. 

Chipman’s program 
is based on the books 
“The Lost Words” and 
“The Lost Spells,” by 
Robert Macfarlane and 
illustrated by Jackie 
Morris. Upper-elemen-
tary-aged children 
through adults will 
enjoy the program.

2020 Barron County 
property taxes due 
on Saturday, July 31

Real estate taxes that 
had been postponed 
in 2020 are due on or 
before Saturday, July 
31. All Barron County 
property taxes, exclud-
ing those to the City of 
Rice Lake, must be paid 
to the Barron County 
Treasurer (City of Rice 
Lake property taxes 
must be paid to the Rice 
Lake City Clerk’s Office). 

County tax payments 
can be made online 
(www.barroncountywi.
gov), in person or via 
mail. Payments may 
also be dropped off 
at a dropbox at the 
Barron County Govern-
ment Center’s main 
entrance on Monroe 
Avenue. If mailing, in-
clude a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope 
if you want a receipt. 

Payment options, tax 
amounts and payment 
status can be found 
at the county website. 
Click on the “Tax Data” 
tab to pay online or 
with an e-check (ad-
ditional fees apply).

Call 715-537-6280 if 
you have questions.

Submitted Photo

Crown of pileated woodpeckers spotted at local bird feeder
Called a ‘crown,’ a group of three pileated woodpeckers was spotted outside a Chetek residence 
on Sunday, July 18. Pat and George Poreden were at home when Pat spotted the three large 
woodpeckers on her bird feeders outside of their Tainter Street residence. The birds liked the 
blocks of suet, rather than sunflower seeds or regular bird seed, and were unconcerned by her or 
George as they watched the birds and took photos. The birds didn’t make any noise and stayed 
awhile until scared off by their barking dog. Pileated woodpecker calls sound similar to the laugh 
made by the fictional “Woody Woodpecker,” but are more like the yelp call of a wild turkey. 

New Auburn Jamboree Days kicks off July 22

Next wine walk is July 27–29
Proceeds benefit Curtie Cares

Chetek’s second three-
day wine walk is next 
week, Tuesday, July 27, 
through Thursday, July 29. 
Shoppers will be able to 
sample wines at local busi-
nesses and have the 
chance to win sev-
eral prizes and 
a grand prize 
valued at $500, 
sponsored by 
Charter Bank.

Proceeds from 
the second year-
ly wine walk 
benefit a com-
munity cause. 
This year, 
Curtie Cares 
will be the ben-
eficiary. 

Curtie Cares, 
started and 
operated by 
Curtis Harri-
son, of Bloomer, 
provides free 
rides to people in need in 
the Chippewa Valley area. 
Last year, Curtie Cares gave 
160 rides to people who 
needed transportation to 
the grocery store, the bank 
or even a doctor’s appoint-
ment. The service is sup-
ported via donors.

For the wine walk, there 
will be 400 stemless wine 
glasses available for $20. 
They come with a book of 
31 coupons, a bag to carry 
the wine glass in and a 
punch card. The custom, 
hand-painted wine glass 
was made by local artist, 
Julie Wilson. It is decorated 
with flowers, in the style of 
hearts, similar to the heart-
shaped logo of Curtie Cares.

Fifteen local businesses 

will be offering wine 
samples and wine glasses 
will be available at 14 of 
the businesses. See the 
ad on Page A9 for wine 
glass locations and the 

businesses’ hours. 
An additional 14 
businesses will 
be participating 
in the wine walk 
and welcoming 
shoppers during 
the event. 

“We’re going 
to have punch 
cards like we 

always have,” said 
Lori Trow-
bridge, one of 
the wine walk 
organizers. “If 
you go to all 
the businesses 
in the three-
day period 
and turn that 
punch card in, 

we’re going to have a gift 
basket [door prize draw-
ing].” This is an additional 
door prize along with the 
three gift baskets, two 
packets of gift cards and 
the grand prize.

For every $10 spent at 
the wine walk businesses, 
shoppers will have an ad-
ditional entry entered to 
win one of the gift baskets, 
the gift cards or the grand 
prize. Two entries come 
with the $20 wine glass.

The prize drawing will be 
held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
July 29, at Main Street Park, 
between Ohde Pharmacy 
and the Chetek Bakery. The 
winners will be announced 
in the following edition of 
The Chetek Alert.

Carl Cooley | Chetek alert

This wine glass features 
heart-shaped flowers, 
in honor of Curtie Cares, 
the charitable organiza-
tion that the wine walk 
will benefit.

New Auburn’s Jamboree 
Days, its annual town fes-
tival, is Thursday, July 22, 
through Sunday, July 25. 

It has all the usual fest 
favorites, like a parade, 
live music, craft shows, 
car shows and softball 
tournaments. 

But it will also have 
unique events like a don-
key baseball game.

“You’re not going to 
want to miss that one,” 
said Shannon Berg, a 
member of the New Au-
burn park committee. 

There are two teams of 
local players; the Dirty 
Donkeys and Oxlong 
Donkeys. The game starts 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, at 
the park. Donkey baseball 
is played just like regular 
baseball, but all the play-
ers are on donkeys. Once 
they hit the ball, they 
don’t run, they ride. 

“However they can get 
their donkey around the 
bases,” Berg said. Past years 
featured donkey basketball. 
“The basketball games 
we’ve had are pretty comi-
cal,” she said, adding this 
year’s event should bring 
plenty of laughs as well.

All the events are free, 
excluding the carnival. 
Berg said the rides were 
being set up now There will 
be six to eight rides, includ-
ing a merry-go-round and 
swings, along with food 
stands and games. 

Around 24 vendors have 
signed up for the craft 
show. Also returning after 
many years is a car show. 

A teen dance/family 
night will be held on Thurs-
day night. No alcohol will 
be served. Live music in-

cludes The Gators, who play 
rock covers, and Rockin’ 
Billy, who plays country 
and rock and roll. The 
Rhythm Playboys will play 
polka music on Sunday.

The most favored event 
is the parade, Berg estimat-
ed. Inez North, of Security 
Bank, and her family are 
this year’s grand marshal.

“Get out and enjoy the 
good weather and being 
able to visit with friends 
and have a good time. 
That’s what I’m looking 
forward to,” Berg said.

JAmBoree DAyS SCHeDuLe
• Thursday, July 22 

— Events start at 5 p.m. 
with inflatables (available 
throughout the weekend) 
and the presentation of 
colors by New Auburn 
American Legion Post #267; 
7 p.m., Dairyland Donkey 
baseball game. Tickets are 
$7 in advance/$10 at the 
gate; 8 p.m. to midnight, 
Teen Night with music 
by Prestige Worldwide. 
Thursday will be Family 
Night and no alcohol will 
be provided.

• Friday, July 23 — 
Events start at 7 a.m. with 
Village-Wide Thrift Sales; 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Food 
Stand at Security Bank; 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m., Farm-
ers Market at Park Street 
Shelter; 6 p.m., concession 
stand, Shills’ Drinks, beer 
garden and inflatables 
open; 7 p.m., softball 
tournament starts (contact 
Adam Winkler from The 
Quarthouse at 715-827-
2212 or Troy Robey at 715-
559-6118 to register your 
team); 8 p.m. to midnight, 
music by Chedderhead DJ.

• Saturday, July 24 — 
Events start at 7 a.m. with a 
free will offering breakfast 
until 10 a.m.; 8 a.m., softball 
tournament resumes and 
New Auburn FFA Heart 
Walk starts; 9 a.m., vol-
leyball tournament starts 
(contact Scott Dommer at 
715-379-2435 to sign up); 
9 a.m., beer garden opens, 
FFA Alumni sponsored 
Medallion Hunt begins 
(clues posted inside large 
pavilion), Craft Fair on Main 
Street, located at the Citi-
zens Connected parking lot; 
10 a.m., concession stand, 
Shills’ Drinks and inflata-
bles open, FFA Coin Hunt, 
Car Show located on E. Elm 
St.; Noon, garden tractor 
pull by Dairyland Garden 
Tractor Pullers Associa-
tion, located on Park Street; 
1 p.m., New Auburn Fire 
Department Water Obstacle 
Course for ages 4–16; 2 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., music by The 
Gators; 4 p.m., Red Cedar 
Pedal Tractor Pull for ages 
4–14, located on the black-
top driveway below the 
volleyball courts; 8 p.m. to 
Midnight, music by Rockin’ 
Billy; dusk, Fireworks by 
Spielbauer Fireworks.

• Sunday, July 25 — 
Events start at 9 a.m. with 
the softball and volleyball 
Tournaments resuming; 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Bethel 
Lutheran Church chicken 
dinner located inside 
large pavilion; 11:30 a.m., 
parade line-up at high 
school parking lot (contact 
Kelli Ludwigson at Secu-
rity Bank to register your 
float 715-237-2658); noon, 
parade begins; 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m., music by The 
Rhythm Playboys.

A man was shot by a 
police officer during a 
standoff in Mikana on 
Wednesday evening, 
July 14, according to the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Justice Division of Crimi-
nal Investigation. 

According to Barron 
County Sheriff’s Department 
dispatch logs, the incident 
began when a man called 
911 shortly before 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 14, from a 
home in the 2600 block of 
26-7/8 Avenue, in Mikana.

The caller alleged that the 
suspect had threatened him 
with a gun. Three deputies 
responded to the scene. One 
of the deputies reported 
having contact with the sus-
pect through a window on 
the south side of the home.

Moments later, the depu-
ty said he had the sus-
pect at gunpoint and that 
the suspect was armed. 
The suspect put the gun 
down, but stood near it 
and allegedly said he was 
unwilling to come out of 
the home. Meanwhile, a 
family member attempted 

to calm the suspect down.
The suspect later alleg-

edly told officers they had 
two minutes to leave the 
area, and began to count 
down until officers report-
ed the suspect had a gun 
pointed at deputies. Shots 
were fired at 8:13 p.m.

Moments later, the family 
member came out of the 
home carrying two long 
guns, which he set on the 
porch. Officers entered the 
home at about 8:17 p.m. 
The victim was then treat-
ed by emergency medical 
personnel and transported.

According to a press 
release from the DCI:

The subject was provided 
medical support and then 
air-lifted to a regional 
hospital. The subject is 
currently in critical but 
stable condition.

No other persons were in-
jured during the incident.

All involved law enforce-
ment officers are fully 
cooperating with DCI dur-
ing this investigation. The 
involved 
officer 

Standoff: Man shot by officers; 
allegedly pointed gun at them
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