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Chetek Food Shelf open house on Friday

Brew & Rib Fest on 
Saturday in Chetek

The Chetek Commu-
nity Club’s annual Brew 
& Rib Fest is on Satur-
day, July 13, from 1–6 
p.m., at the pavilion 
in Phillips Park on City 
Park Drive in Chetek.

Breweries will 
sample beer, and 
pitmasters will offer 
rib samples in the rib 
competition.

Tickets have already 
sold out for the event.

Information about 
the event can be found 
at http://chetekbrew-
fest.com.

Free splash pad 
entry, two days

St. Peter Altar and 
Rosary Society, in Cam-
eron, will sponsor two 
full days of free entry 
at the Cameron Splash 
Pad on Tuesday, July 16, 
and Tuesday, July 23.

The Cameron Splash 
Pad is open from 11:30 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m., and 
is located at 1300 W. 
Main St., Cameron. 
More information re-
garding the splash pad 
can be found on the 
Cameron Splash Pad 
Facebook page.

By LukE kLInk | LADySmITH nEwS

Severe weather sheared 
trees and damaged homes 
last Thursday, July 4, but 
fortunately no injuries 
were reported, after a 
surprise storm raked a 
low-level tornado across 
southern Rusk County.

After the July 4 severe 
weather passed, property 
owners along Pulaski and 
Boot lakes began assess-
ing the damage and clear-
ing fallen trees off roofs, 
cars and sheds. The next 
morning, families were 
still removing trees, brush 
and other debris off yards, 
driveways and streets.

No storm injuries were 
reported, according to Rusk 
County Sheriff Jeff Wallace. 

The National Weather 
Service confirmed sev-
eral storms that devel-
oped across West Central 
Wisconsin during the late 
afternoon and early eve-
ning of July 4 produced 
an EF0 tornado south of 
Bruce. EF stands for the 
Enhanced Fujita scale; a 
0 rating signifies light 
damage and winds up to 
around 85 mph.

In its storm assess-
ment report, the weather 
service reported circula-
tion at 12,000 feet could 
be observed in radar loops 
between 5:22 p.m. and 
6:11 p.m. At times, it is 
possible to see circula-
tions in the velocity, which 
indicate rotating updrafts, 
the report stated.

The tornado touched 
down on the west side of 
Fireside Lake, on Mud Lake 
Road. It tracked about 7.6 
miles northeast, before 
lifting on the east side of 
the Flambeau River, west 
of Sheep Camp Road. The 
tornado was on the ground 
for 14 minutes, with a path 
width of 100 yards and 
maximum wind speed of 
85 mph. Numerous trees 

were blown down or up-
rooted. A few trees landed 
on lake cabins but no inju-
ries were reported.

The NWS’s severe weath-
er parameters showed a 
very weak environment 
for tornado development. 
NWS staff said the tornado 
likely formed by localized 
effects of storm conver-
gence along a boundary in 
West Central Wisconsin. 
There was a better indi-
cation of severe weather 
potential once the storm 
already produced the EF0 
tornado south of Bruce.

“This storm only had a 
weak indication of super-
cell characteristics,” the 
weather service reported 
in a storm environment 
statement.

No tornado warnings 
were issued. A severe thun-
derstorm warning was 
issued, but only after the 
tornado already had left 
behind a trail of damage.

Many people in the 
storm’s path said the 
winds hit suddenly, but 
the storm was over in 
seconds. Some said they 
barely had time to seek 
shelter in a bathroom or 
other interior room.

Pulaski Lake resident 
Dan Kelm said his fam-
ily had just returned 
from a fishing trip on the 
water, when the storm 
started snapping trees on 
his property. The family 
was not hurt, but they 
had trees toppled onto a 
garage. A pontoon trailer 
also was damaged.

“It came up really fast,” 
Kelm said. “Things were 
just snapping.

“It could have been a lot 
worse the way the trees 
were snapping left and 
right,” Kelm said.

The Kelm family was 
inside when they began 
hearing the crack of trees 
snap-
ping.

Tornado splinters trees, 
damages cabins on July 4

Dining at 5 to be 
held at The Center

The Barron County 
Senior Nutrition 
Program’s monthly 
Dining at 5 evening 
meal will be served in 
the area at 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, July 11.

Dinner will be served 
at 5 p.m. at The Center, 
711 First St., Chetek, and 
at the Cameron Com-
munity Center, 512 E. 
Main St., Cameron. The 
menu includes braised 
beef barbecue ribs, 
roasted potatoes, corn 
on the cob, Oriental 
coleslaw, three cheese 
bread, build-your-own 
ice cream sundaes, milk 
and coffee.

There is a suggested 
donation of $6.50 for 
those 60 and older, 
or $8 for those under 
60. Reservations were 
required by 12 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 9. Those 
who wish to attend 
may call The Center at 
715-925-2600 or the 
Cameron Community 
Center at 715-458-2765.
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A 21-year-old man from 
Cameron has died after a 
motorcycle crash in Odes-
sa, Texas, according to the 
Odessa Police Department.

The man was identified 
as Jacob Hengtgen, a 2016 
graduate of Cameron 
High School, according to 
his obituary.

The department said the 
crash happened at around 
9:50 p.m. on Thursday, 
July 4, in the 1900 block 
of East Eighth Street in 
Odessa. Police officers 
and Odessa Fire Rescue 
personnel responded. 

The investigation 
showed that a black Ford 
Mustang, driven by Van-
essa Cortez, 17, of Odessa, 

was exiting a private drive 
and was attempting to 
turn west on East Eighth 
Street when a Harley-Da-
vidson motorcycle, driven 
by Hengtgen, struck the 
Mustang. Hengtgen was 
apparently driving at a 
very high rate of speed 
and that was a causing 
factor in the crash, the 
department said.

Hengtgen was trans-
ported to Medical Center 
Hospital in Odessa, and 
was later pronounced 
deceased. Family notifica-
tions were made. No other 
injuries were reported.

The crash was under 
investigation as of Friday, 
July 5.

Cameron man killed in 
motorcycle crash in Texas

Thousands have a blast at Liberty Fest
Thousands of residents 

and visitors alike enjoyed 
five days of festivities for 
Liberty Fest, held Wednes-
day, July 3, through Sun-
day, July 7.

On Independence Day, 
Thursday, July 4, the fire-
works and the parade drew 
large crowds, estimated in 
the thousands, but exact 
numbers were impossible 
to know.

Around 84 floats ap-
peared in the parade. The 
best floats were the Girl 
Scouts, as best children’s 
float; Blackjack Towing, as 
most humorous float; and 
InStep Dance Studio as the 
best Chamber float.

“Everyone I talked to had 
a very good weekend, all the 
businesses did,” said Jenni-
fer Blatz, Chetek Chamber of 
Commerce event organizer. 
Chetek Mayor Jeff Martin 
said he heard a business 
had a record sales day on 
Friday, July 5, and the broke 
the new record on Saturday, 
July 6.

A new event, The Elvis 

Show, sold out 200 tickets 
on Friday night, July 5. 
The softball tournament 
and vintage base ball 
tournament had the usual 
good attendance numbers, 
Blatz said. 

The kids’ activities on 
Saturday, July 6, had a 
good turnout, with 70-80 
kids, plus their parents, en-
joying the coin hunt, inflat-
able rides, the cardboard 
regatta, climbing wall and 
pedal tractor pull.

Blatz noted that the 
beach party attendance 
was down, with 400 to 500 
people attending. However 
Blatz attributed higher 
numbers last year to Chris 
Kroeze performing at the 
band shell.

But new concessions were 
very popular. Favorites were 
pizza from Chetek Lanes 
on July 4, along with fried 
cheese curds, Blatz said. 

Wisconsin Indianhead 
Country’s Art and Craft 
Fair had more than 125 
vendors at Airport Park.

Danette Nelson with 

WIHC, said they estimated 
5,000 people attended the 
fair on Saturday.

“We had never seen it so 
busy,” Nelson said. “All in 
all, everyone was happy 
with the event and the awe-
some weather didn’t hurt.”

At the Blast from the Past 
Car Show, hosted by the 
Vintage Voyagers, 270 cars 
showed up for July 6. 

New this year, the awards 
went to the top ten cars, as 
voted on by participants 
who showed the cars. They 
were not organized or voted 
on by class or category, 
organizers said, making 
it simpler and easier for 
groups of friends to park 
near each other.

The top ten cars were a 
1965 Pontiac GTO, owned 
by Elmer and Barp Thorp, 
of Eau Claire; a 1966 Pon-
tiac GTO, owned by Dan 
Murray, of Menomonie; a 
1940 Ford Coupe, owned 
by Mitch Perry, of Chisago 
City, Minn.; a 1950 Ford 
Custom, 
owned 

The Chetek Food Shelf 
welcomes the public to see 
and tour their new building 
at 50 Highway Boulevard 
South (CTH SS), just north of 
the Chetek River bridge on 
CTH SS in Chetek. The open 
house will be from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Friday, July 12.

The organizer of the open 
house, Louise Driver, said 
volunteers will talk with 
people, answer questions 
and tell the history of the 
food shelf, which is sup-
ported by community dona-
tions and grants.

“The people in Chetek are 
unbelievably generous. It’s 
a good way to show how 
their donations are helping 
people,” Driver said.

Funds raised go toward 
utilities and overhead costs, 
food purchasing and run-
ning the organization which 
is entirely volunteer run. 
No donations go to salaries, 
because there are no paid 
positions with volunteers or 
the board of directors.

Around 9,000 pounds of 
food is given to around 115 
families each month. Driver 
said most people they help 
don’t come every month. 
Most are people who might 
be between jobs and need 

assistance for a month. 
“People come when they 

need to,” Driver said. “It’s 
a small percentage that 
comes every month. It’s 
usually people who need 
short term assistance.”

Both Sue Millard, with the 
food shelf, and Driver, said 
new building gave them 
roughly a third more space, 
which allows for more 
storage. More items means 
they can allow people to 
pick their own donations, 
instead of distributing pre-
packed boxes. This means 
there is less waste. 

“Clients seem very 
happy with it. It was a good 
move,” Millard said. Due 
to the U.S. tariff situation, 
there is plenty of canned 

vegetables and dry beans 
to give away; now they have 
enough space to store it all.

A larger parking lot and 
garage door means they 
can more easily unload de-
liveries from semi trucks. 
A new floor scale means 
they can more easily weigh 
the donations to record 
how much is distributed, 
Millard added. 

At the open house on Fri-
day, there will be refresh-
ments and cookies. 

Driver, who started the 
food shelf and is wrapping 
up the end of her 30 years 
with the organization, 
expected there to be a good 
attendance at the open 
house. “We think people 
will enjoy it,” she said.

CArl Cooley | Chetek Alert

Fireworks light up the night sky above Lake Chetek on Thursday, July 4, as thousands of specta-
tors watch from the Chetek Long Bridge, boats on the lake and vantage points around the lake.

CArl Cooley | Chetek Alert

The Chetek Food Shelf, at 50 Highway Boulevard South, will 
host an open house on Friday, July 12, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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Pulaski Lake homeowner John Tobie, left, gets assistance 
from friends and neighbors, including Al Maxwell, as he 
cleans up downed pine trees after an EF0 tornado raked 
across south-central Rusk County. Victims of the storm 
said the damage occurred in less than a minute, giving 
them little time to seek shelter.
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