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Veterans recognized, honored at C-W Veterans Day program 
More than two dozen veterans were recognized and introduced by students at the start of the 
Veterans Day program at Chetek-Weyerhaeuser High School/Middle School on Monday, Nov. 11. 
Tami Saleska, an Air Force veteran and assistant veterans service officer for Barron County, spoke 
and urged students to volunteer for the benefit of veterans. Pictured above, members of Chetek-
area veterans organizations retire the colors as veterans salute and students and residents stand. 
Pictured below, left to right, three students who are entering the armed services—Kaylie Brenizer, 
Nolan Collins and William Peters—demonstrate folding the American flag and what each of the 13 
folds is said to represent. After graduation, Brenizer will be serving in the U.S. Army National Guard, 
Collins will serve in the U.S. Marine Corps and Peters will enter the U.S. Naval Academy. 

Atrium under new ownership 
pending court, state approval

Eighteen members of Chetek Lutheran Choir to sing at Carnegie Hall

Sather Family Dental renovates with expansion

Barron, Dunn co. 
Farmers Union 
Harvest Dinner 

The Dunn and Barron 
County chapters of 
Farmers Union will host 
the Community Grown 
Harvest Dinner on 
Saturday, Nov. 16, from 
6-8 p.m., at the Ridge-
land Area Community 
Center, 200 Diamond 
St., Ridgeland. This is 
a buffet-style dinner 
with food provided by 
farmers in and around 
the two counties. 

Tickets are $12 for 
adults and $6 for kids 
under the age of 10, 
with sponsored tickets 
available. All proceeds 
will be used by Farm-
ers Union for farmers 
support and commu-
nity outreach.

To prepurchase 
tickets or for 
more information, 
contact Erin Link at 
cornshloger81@gmail.
com, call 715-949-
1120 or visit the Dunn 
County Farmers Union 
Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.
com/DunnCoFU/

Fall fling yields 
raffle winners 

At the Barron County 
Home and Commu-
nity Education Fall 
Fling, held on Oct. 28, 
the Barron commu-
nity HCE raffle winners 
were drawn. The win-
ners are as follows:

• First prize: Wendy 
Phernetton, of Cum-
berland, won a quilt 
made and donated by 
Happy Hour HCE mem-
ber Kaye Leaman.

• Second prize: Mike 
Leaman, of Mequon, 
won $100 cash.

• Third prize: Sue 
Perry, of New Auburn, 
won a $100 Kwik Trip 
gift card.

• Fourth prize: He-
lene Keily, of Cumber-
land, won a friendship 
HCE gift basket.

• Fifth prize: Bruce 
Willers, of Rice Lake, 
won a Cumberland 
Spicettes HCE gift 
basket.

The raffle was a 
complete sellout. 
HCE members voted 
to donate $1,200 to 
three local charitable 
organizations.

Thanksgiving 
GIVEAWAY

TAKE PART IN THE FUN!

Forty-five Chetek-area businesses are taking 

part in this year’s annual Thanksgiving 

Giveaway, with drawings to be held Nov. 

22. Free turkeys and many other giveaways are 

among items Chetek shoppers have the opportunity 

to win in this Chetek Alert-promoted event. ONLY ONE 

PRIZE PER PERSON will be awarded.

Individual registration forms can be found on pages 

B6-B7 of this week’s Alert, which can be used to sign up 

for these prizes. 

Winners will be notified by the sponsoring businesses 

prior to Thanksgiving, with those names published in 

our Thanksgiving issue.

When you are dropping off your entry forms, 

take a moment to learn about the participating 

businesses. Your patronage during the holiday 

season will be appreciated.

Submitted photo

Eighteen members of the approximately 30-member Chetek Lutheran Chancel Choir, pictured 
above, will travel to New York City, N.Y., on Thursday, Nov. 14. They will join a 250-member 
choir, rehearse and later perform the “Christmas Dreams” cantata on Sunday, Nov. 17, under 
the direction of composer Joseph Martin. The concert will be at the prestigious Carnegie Hall. 

Carl Cooley | Chetek alert

Construction is underway for a new addition on the east side of Sather Family Dental on Doug-
las Street in Chetek, pictured above. Dentist Nic Sather said the parking lot will be open again 
to traffic and parking, with the anticipated completion of the project in May or June 2020.

Atrium Health Post 
Acute Care and Atrium 
Senior Living, of Chetek, 
will be under new owner-
ship, pending approval of 
a Wood County judge and 
the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Health Services.

Synergy Senior Care LLC 
has been named as the po-
tential owner and operator, 
according to a press release 
from attorney Michael S. 
Polsky, who has been work-
ing on the case to secure a 
buyer for 29 Atrium facili-
ties in the Midwest.

It was anticipated 
Synergy would take over 
operations shortly after 
Sunday, Dec. 1, for seven 
facilities: two Chetek 
facilities, as well as 
the Atrium facilities in 
Bloomer, Black River Falls 
and Oconto Falls. 

North Shore Healthcare 
has been named as the 
potential new owner for 
the other 22 facilities. 
The transfers depend on 
approval by the Wood 
County Circuit Court and 
Synergy and North Shore 
obtaining the appropriate 
licenses from the state of 
Wisconsin, Polsky said.

Atrium Post Acute 
Care of Chetek would be 
renamed Meadowbrook at 
Chetek, according to staff 
who met with Synergy 
officials when they vis-
ited on Thursday, Nov. 7. 
Synergy’s chief executive 
officer, Slava Pukshansky, 
and chief operating of-
ficer, Mitul Lindemann.

“Synergy Senior Care 
LLC is excited to begin 
its operation of seven 
Atrium-Midwest care 
centers,” Lindemann said. 
“Synergy, based in Skokie, 
Ill., is a growing senior 
care operating group 
founded with the core be-
lief that care comes first. 
Synergy is excited to have 
the opportunity to elevate 
the level of care provided 
in these seven Atrium-
Midwest care centers and 
develop these locations as 
partners to both residents 
and local communities.” 

Throughout the receiv-
ership case, Health Di-
mensions Group provided 
management services, 
oversight and financial 
and operational consulta-
tion to Polsky.

“I am delighted that 
we have secured a sound 
owner and operator for 
the remaining seven Atri-
um-Midwest care centers,” 
Polsky said in a press re-
lease. “Health Dimensions 
Group and the care center 
staff have done an excel-
lent job in improving care 
and services to residents 
and stabilizing operations 
during the receivership. 
All entities are working 
collaboratively to ensure 
a successful transition 
of the remaining seven 
Atrium-Midwest opera-
tions to Synergy.”

Details about the trans-
fer—such as the purchase 
price 
or any 

Eighteen members of the 
Chetek Lutheran Chancel 
Choir will be performing 
at the prestigious Carnegie 
Hall in New York City, N.Y., 
on Sunday evening, Nov. 17.

Choir director Bruce 
Kamrath said they will be 
in one of two 250-member 
choirs. Their choir will 
sing a cantata written by 
Joseph Martin and Heather 
Sorenson. The cantata, 
titled “Christmas Dreams,” 
was performed by the 
Chetek Lutheran Chancel 
Choir last year. 

The concert is titled 
“Sing! Christmas Dreams.” 
The other choir will sing 
Martin’s other work, 
“Christmas Evergreens” 
and “Sing! Christmas,” by 

Mary McDonald and Joel 
Raney. An orchestra will 
accompany the choirs.

The concert is produced 
by Distinguished Concerts 
International New York, 
which collaborates with 
musicians and ensembles 
from around the world 
to perform together with 
composers and directors. 
This concert features more 
than three dozen choirs 
from across the nation.

The cantata tells the 
Christmas story and is 
comprised of many differ-
ent songs. The choir is no 
stranger to Martin’s music, 
or the piece itself.

“We already know the 
music, 
so that’s 

 
SEE CARNEGIE, PAGE A9

Sather Family Dental is 
expanding with a 1,700-
square-foot addition on 
the east side of the den-
tal clinic located on East 
Douglas Street in Chetek.

Dentist and owner Nik 
Sather said that four op-
eratories, two new offices 
and storage will be built 
on, along with remodel-
ing to the existing break 

room and employee locker 
room. Northwest Builders, 
of Rice Lake, is the general 
contractor of the roughly 
$500 thousand build.

A foundation was poured 
this past week and con-
struction will continue 
through spring 2020. The 
cold weather has delayed 
things a few days, but 
it should be completely 

finished by May or June, 
Sather said.

The property the addi-
tion is on was a city park-
ing lot. Sather was the only 
one to bid on it in a public 
sale of the property, which 
included public hearings, 
said Chetek Mayor Jeff 
Martin. 

With a 
number 
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