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Traffic detoured for Hwy. 53 grass fires

Traffic on Hwy. 53 was 
stopped and detoured on 
CTH SS between Chetek 
and New Auburn for a 
grass fire on Wednesday 
afternoon, March 31. 

The fire was reported at 
12:50 p.m., on both sides 
of the southbound lane of 
Hwy. 53, at mile marker 
125, about a mile south 
of the Chetek exit. Chetek 
Fire Department respond-
ed and New Auburn Fire 
Department was called 
for mutual aid. 

Dry grass fueled the 

fire and 10–15 mph 
west winds fanned the 
flames, which reached as 
high as six feet. The fire 
burned about a quarter 
mile along the median 
and west ditch. It totaled 
about 1.4 acres on the 
west side and 3.81 acres 
in the median, said Ron 
Weber, Department of 
Natural Resources for-
ester. The fire was out 
and Hwy 53 reopened by 
2:10 p.m. 

“The Chetek and New 
Auburn fire departments 

did an excellent job con-
trolling this fire, given we 
were at high fire danger 
due to the dry fuels and 
windy conditions,” Weber 
said. “The State Patrol and 
Barron Sheriff Depart-
ment did a wonderful job 
shutting down this sec-
tion of highway to allow 
for firefighter safety.”

Weber said each side 
likely had two separate ig-
nition sources, but exactly 
what they were was not 
known. 
“As far 
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Pictured, Chetek firefighters fight a 1.4-acre grass fire in the west ditch of Hwy. 53 on 
Wednesday afternoon, March 31. Another fire burned 3.8 acres in the median.
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Head to the Chetek 
library for National 
Library Week

It’s National Library 
Week. Visit the Chetek 
Calhoun Memorial Pub-
lic Library to explore 
the new items that 
arrive weekly. Check 
out books, movies and 
books on CD. Learn 
to download books 
and magazine on your 
home computer, tab-
let, Kindle or phone. 
The kids’ collection 
has lots of new books 
about spring, baby 
animals, Earth Day 
(Thursday, April 22), 
insects and gardens. 

The adult collec-
tion has added new 
books about working 
from home, coping 
with work place stress  
and successful home-
schooling. There are 
many books about gar-
dening, nutrition, exer-
cise and family-based 
outdoor activities. 

The summer beach 
reads have started to 
arrive. Get a head start 
on summer and read 
one now. 

Let the excellent 
library staff help you 
find the perfect book. 

Helping health care workers one stitch at a time
When Jean Harriman 

saw the news last Novem-
ber of health care workers 
at Mount Sinai Hospital in 
New York, N.Y., working 
hard to fight the COVID-19 
pandemic and treat pa-
tients, she thought there 
must be some way she 
could help them. 

So in November 2020, 
she started knitting “ear 
savers,” small, knit bands 
with two buttons for face 
mask ear loops to hook onto 
behind the head, reducing 
pressure and chafing on 
a person’s ears. She made 
91 for the staff at Meadow-
brook, where she resides, 20 
for staff at Mayo Hospital in 
Barron, and she sent 50 to a 
nurse at Mount Sinai.

“I watched on TV, the 
wonderful work you do, 
so I decided to make 50 of 
them for your hospital,” 
Harriman wrote in a letter 
she sent along with the 
ear savers. 

She didn’t expect to 
hear back, but then she 
received a package from 
New York. The package 
contained a thank you 
note from the Mount Sinai 
nurses, yarn, a tote bag 
and a stuffed heart as 
toekns of appreciation of 
her ear savers. They were 
a hit among the nurses.

Harriman said she was 
amazed at the thank you 
gifts and letter. She will 
have to write a thank you 
letter and make more ear 
savers to send to Mount 
Sinai. “When they gave me 
the yarn, that must be a 
hint,” she added.

She said it takes just a 
few hours do the six rows 
of knit stitch and attach 
the buttons.

Harriman enjoys knit-

ting and has been doing 
so for many years. She has 
knit sweaters for all rela-
tives and taught countless 
people how to knit.

She has made more than 
70 hats to give to newborns 
at the Barron hospital. Her 
late sister, Sandra Hen-
ricksen, taught her how to 
make the hats. Henricksen 

made more than 500 hats 
for the hospital she lived 
near in Phoenix, Ariz. 

Local residents and mem-
bers of Chetek Lutheran 
Church have donated yarn 
and buttons to Harriman, 
and she plans to continue 
making ear savers and 
other things. “I really enjoy 
knitting,” she said.
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Jean Harriman knit and sent ‘ear savers’ to nurses at Mount 
Sinai hospital in New York City, N.Y. The ear savers, which 
help keep face masks bands from chafing one’s ears, were 
much appreciated by the hospital staff who were in the midst 
of fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. They sent Harriman a let-
ter, yarn, a stuffed heart and tote bag as a token of thanks.

Food drive by area 
Boy Scout troops

Area Boy Scout 
troops are conducting 
the annual Scouting 
for Food drive to col-
lect donations for area 
food shelves. 

On Saturday, April 
10, Boy Scout troops 
will distribute bags 
on doors, in which 
people can donate 
items. The scouts will 
return on Saturday, 
April 17, to pick up the 
bags of items. 

Needed items at the 
food shelves include 
personal care items, 
feminine pads, tam-
pons, hand soap, toilet 
paper, toothpaste and 
toothbrushes, laundry 
soap, dish soap. Needed 
food items include 
sugar, flour, ravioli, basic 
canned vegetables and 
canned fruit, cookies 
and crackers.

If your house was 
missed in the food 
drive, contact one of 
the following: Cubmas-
ter Nathan Pierce, 715-
764-9297; Scoutmaster 
Lloyd Persons, 715-764-
2078; or Committee 
Chair Janice Gordon, 
715-379-9279.

Carri Traczyk and Janene 
Haselhuhn will remain on 
the Chetek-Weyerhaeuser 
Board of Education, follow-
ing the election on Tuesday, 
April 6.

Traczyk and Haselhuhn 
had 781 and 724 votes, 
respectively, to secure two 
seats on the school board. 
They de-
feated Aus-
tin Cham-
berlain who 
had 605 
votes. There 
were seven 
write-in 
votes.

The re-
sults were 
current as 
of 11 p.m., with most—if 
not all—of the district’s 14 
precincts reporting. It was 
not clear if the Town of Big 
Bend had zero votes for the 
C-W race or if results were 
still pending. 

For the New Auburn 
School District Board of 
Education race, Lindy 
Reimer, Louise Cody and 
Nick Jones defeated Tanya 
Leo, Staci Martinson and 
Kimberly A. Bischel for 
three seats on the school 
board. Jones had 246 
votes; Reimer, 195; Cody, 
182; Martinson, 151; Bisch-
el, 139; and Leo, 96. There 
were two write-in votes.

For the Cameron School 
District Board of Education 
election, Brandon Olson 
and Don Rappel defeated 
Ginger Newland for two 
seats on the school board. 
Olson had 356 votes; Rap-
pel, 336; and Newland, 179. 
Newland had withdrawn 
from the race. There were 
two write-in votes.

Following are local re-
sults from area municipali-
ties, organized by county. 

All of the election results 
will be official when each 
county’s board of canvass-
ers certifies the election 
within the next two weeks.  

BArroN CouNty reSuLtS
• City of Chetek
Scott Bachowski  had 57 

votes and Terry Hight had 
52 votes for 
their respec-
tive com-
mon council 
seats.

Running 
unopposed 
for munici-
pal judge 
was Jack 
Harrison. 
He had 205 

votes. There were three 
write-in votes.

• Chetek Township:
Running unopposed for 

Chetek Town Board Chair 
was John Postle. He had 
209 votes. Keith Hanson 
had 188 votes and David 
Lentz had 187 votes for two 
supervisor seats.

• Dovre Township:
For town board chair, 

Dean A. Trowbridge had 
91 votes. For supervisor 
1, Cody J. Hyhagen had 99 
votes, and for supervisor 2, 
Dan North had 94 votes.

• Prairie Lake Township:
For the two supervisor 

seats, incumbents Wayne 
Brenholt and Lori Richter 
were elected with 195 and 
161 votes, respectively. 
Lisa Wenzel had 74 votes.

Running for board chair 
unopposed was Joe At-
wood. He had 248 votes. 

• Sioux Creek Township:
It was a very close race for 

the Sioux Creek Town Board 
Chairperson seat. The unof-
ficial results showed incum-
bent 
Peter 

Residents re-elect Haselhuhn, 
Traczyk to C-W school board

Local election results reported

Janene 
Haselhuhn

Carri
Traczyk
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Ground breaks for Fostbites 
Spirits, Sather Family Dental 

This week, Jason Fostvedt 
and his son, Nathan Fost-
vedt, will break ground for 
a new craft beer, wine, spirt 
and cigar shop, located on 
the former Sather Family 
Dental lot on Douglas Street. 

The shop will be called 
Fostbites Spirits, similar to 
the taphouse, Fostbites Pub, 

which they own on Knapp 
Street, and the name of a 
former bar that was owned 
by Fostvedt’s grandfather. 

Sather Family Dental, 
which was destroyed in a 
fire in January 2020 during 
a building expansion, will 
be re-
building 
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Dr. Nik Sather sold the land of his former dental clinic to 
Jason Fostvedt, who plans to build a craft beer, wine and 
liquor store called Fostbites Spirits, at 118 Douglas St. Pic-
tured left to right are Nathan Fostvedt, Jason Fostvedt, real-
tor Josh Amys who brokered the sale, Nik Sather and Christie 
Sather, at the Douglas Street location on Friday, April 6.
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