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DNR announces February wolf harvest season. B1
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21 students inducted to CWHS National Honor Society
Congratulations to the newest members of the Chetek-Weyerhaeuser High School Chapter of 
the National Honor Society. Twenty-one new students were inducted Friday, Feb. 12, during a 
special ceremony for family and friends. The new inductees join 18 current members who will 
work throughout the year on modeling the NHS virtues of character, scholarship leadership 
and service. New members include, pictured above, left to right, in the back row, Leah Glaser, 
Tristan Wendt, Olivia Suedel, Autumn Grensing, Marissa Zelek, Brayden Kelm, William Beck-
man, Carter Kummet, Carmyn Hanson, Ashton Kummet, Greta Jorstad, Alexis Guthman, Mariah 
Bilodeau, Bria Olson, Anna Grotberg; front row, Ella Olson, Kora Claflin, Kendal Evans, Lana 
Blumer, Molli Fauske, and Summer Ahrens. They join the following current members, pictured 
below, left to right, back row, Rebecca York, Molly Bitney, Sydney Antczak, Liam Tschumper-
lin, Kendyl Lentz, Joseph Jensen, Maggie Timm, Brody Killoren, Madison Haas, Emma Sather, 
Madeleine Schofield; front row, Hanna Gesler, Isabella Sukopp, Kendyl Johnson, Brett Bartels 
and Rylee Buchman. Not pictured are Heinrich Kutrieb and Samuel Hall.

A new, manned recycling 
site in Chetek will open on 
Wednesday, March 3. 

It is located next to the 
city’s current recycling 
bins on Water Street near 
Denny Overby Field. 

Barron County, which is 
responsible for recycling, 
is moving to manned sites 
to cut down on junk and 
contaminants being put in 
recycling bins. This drives 
up the cost of handling 
recycling while decreasing 
the value. 

Ray Zeman, recycling 
program manager and the 
county’s waste-to-energy 
incinerator manager, said 
an attendant was recently 
hired to staff the site. This 
attendant will help people 
with their recycling and 
ensure non-recyclables stay 
out of the bins.

The new site will have 
two bins with six com-
partments. There will be 
compartments for plastics 
#1 (PETE, like pop bottles), 
plastics #2 natural (HDPE, 
like milk jugs), plastics #2 

color (HDPE, like soap and 
shampoo bottles), tin and 
steel (like food cans), alu-
minum (like pop and beer 
cans) and glass of any color 
(glass food containers).

Starting March 3, the 
new site will be open from 
8–10:30 a.m. on Wednesdays 
through Saturdays. It will be 
closed on holidays. The site 
will be gated when closed. 

During the transition, the 
current recycling bins will 
remain accessible for a few 
weeks and signs will be 
posted about the change, 
Zeman said.

Zeman said when the 
weather gets better, there 
will be a grand opening 
event to help spread the 
word about the change.

The county currently has 
21 unmanned recycling 
sites around the county 
and plans to transition to 
nine manned sites. Chetek 
is the first site being 
piloted. There is no fee to 
use the site and it is open 
to anyone—both residents 
and nonresidents.

New manned recycling site 
opening March 3 in Chetek

The Alert’s second an-
nual 100-clue crossword is 
in this newspaper edi-
tion and can be found on 
Page A8. All the clues relate 
to current events and the 
history of Chetek and the 
surrounding area.

Those who accurately 
complete the crossword 
puzzle and return it to 
the Chetek Alert office by 
4 p.m. on Friday, March 
12, will be entered into a 
chance to win $50 in cash. 
The winner will be drawn 
from completed entries, so 
don’t forget to include your 

name and phone number 
on the crossword.

The winner and answer 
key will be published in 
the Wednesday, March 17, 
newspaper.

Don’t pull out your hair 
on this crossword. Give 
us a call or email editor@
thechetekalert.com if you 
get stuck; we can offer a 
hint. Many history clues 
were referenced from 
Pages from the Past, by 
Hazel M. Calhoun, and 
History of Barron County 
Wisconsin, edited by New-
ton S. Gordon.

Chance to win $50 with 
100-clue crossword puzzle

A metal shed in rural 
Chetek was destroyed in 
a fire Tuesday morning, 
Feb. 16. The fire was re-
ported just before 7 a.m. 
in the 400 block of 25-1/2 
Street in Dovre Township.

Chetek Fire Chief Ryan 
Olson said the shed was 

an entire loss, as well as 
the contents inside, which 
included a vehicle. There 
were no injuries.

Olson said a neighbor 
on the other side of the 
street saw the fire and 
reported it. Ten firefight-
ers responded and used 

about 6,000 gallons of 
water on the fire.

Chetek Fire Department 
cleared the scene at 8:36 
a.m. The cause of the 
fire was not known as of 
Tuesday. Property owner 
information was not im-
mediately available. 

Fire destroys shed in Dovre Township, Feb. 16

CArl Cooley | Chetek Alert

This metal shed caught fire Tuesday morning, Feb. 16. The shed and all the contents 
inside were destroyed by the blaze. Chetek Fire Department responded. The cause was 
not immediately known. There were no injuries.

Cold days, colder 
nights, but warmer 
weather ahead

We’ve been in the 
deep freeze the past 
two weeks as arctic air 
(or “polar vortex” as 
many call it) has blan-
keted the region.

Many days, the 
thermometer barely 
rose above zero. At the 
coldest, temperatures 
at the Chetek airport 
reached 27 below zero 
(Fahrenheit) on early 
Monday, Feb. 15, with 
some local residents 
on social media report-
ing temps at minus 30 
or colder.

But “warmer” weath-
er is in the forecast, ac-
cording to the National 
Weather Service. Highs 
climb into the teens 
for the rest of the week 
and will reach the 
mid-20s this weekend. 
Monday, Feb. 22, could 
bring temperatures 
above freezing.

Mark your calendar 
for Chetek Winter 
Fest, Feb. 26–27

Chetek’s annual win-
ter celebration, Winter 
Fest, is Friday and Satur-
day, Feb. 26 and 27.

The preparty is from 
6–9 p.m. on Feb. 26 at 
Red’s. Winter Fest kicks 
off at 10 a.m. on Feb. 
27, with ice races, a bi-
kini run fundraiser, kids 
activities, concessions 
on the ice and more. 

Find the schedule 
and more info at www.
chetekwinterfest.org.

The Knapp Street residen-
tial development project is 
now on hold due to a lack of 
water pressure at the site, 
the developer Swiderski 
Inc., recently informed the 
city. The Chetek Common 
Council met via Zoom for a 
regular meeting on Feb. 9 to 
discuss the matter.

Mayor Jeff Martin said the 
council had to keep work-
ing on the Knapp Street 
residential development 
project and the new waste 
water treatment plant, even 
as they hit speed bumps 
along the way.

“I think we all feel that 
sense of ‘the clock is tick-
ing.’ We aren’t going to rush 
judgement, but we don’t 
have the luxury to sit on 
this forever,” Martin said. 

Martin said the developer, 
Swiderski, had informed the 
city there was not enough 
water pressure at the site for 
the sprinkler system for fire 
suppression. Terry Hight, 
council member for Ward 3, 
explained that without the 
needed water pressure, they 
won’t build the proposed 
apartment buildings, but 
they didn’t say why. Clerk/
treasurer Carmen Newman 
said it may be about protect-
ing their property and may 
be required for insurance 
coverage reasons.

Council Member Earl 
Grover, Ward 2, suggested 
that Swiderski could begin 
building 36 duplexes first, 
then the apartment build-
ings in 
a few 

Under pressure: lack of water 
supply delays Knapp St. project
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