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NOTICE
BARRON COUNTY LAND AUCTION

Barron County Real Estate Property will be sold on Wisconsin Surplus Online Auction, Auction 
Number 211200.  Listed below are the parcels that will be up for bids. The auction will run from No-
vember 9, 2021 through November 30, 2021.  Please visit www.wisconsinsurplus.com for registra-
tion and bidding instructions along with property information.   Information can also be found on the 
Barron County website at www.barroncountywi.gov under the “News” section or call the Treasurer’s 
office at (715) 537-6280.
PARCEL NUMBER   DESCRIPTION                                  MINIMUM BID
008-1900-12-010 2.547A Wooded Lot in the Town of Bear Lake 15,000
010-4332-35-000 .46A Wooded Lot in the Town of Cedar Lake 7,000
010-4380-86-000 .58A Wooded Lot in the Town of Cedar Lake 7,000
012-2700-02-001 1A Vacant Lot in the Town Chetek 8,000
014-1600-33-001 2.7A w/access to Poskin Lake in the Town of Clinton 25,000
028-2800-49-000 House on Lot in Hillsdale, Town of Maple Grove 1,500
046-1600-11-000 5A Woods in the Town of Sumner 9,000
046-3600-08-000 11A Wood along Moose Ear Creek Town of Sumner 9,000
276-1045-53-001 Vacant Lot in the City of Rice Lake 7,000

Yvonne Ritchie, Barron County Treasurer
WNAXLP

(Nov. 10)
SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING

TOWN OF SIOUX CREEK
BARRON COUNTY

2077 3½ Avenue
November 15, 2021

 NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN that a special meeting of the Town 
Board of the Town of Sioux Creek, Barron County will be held Mon-
day, November 15, 2021 immediately following the Public Budget 
Hearing and Special Town Meeting of the Electors, which begins 
at 6:00 pm, for the purpose of transacting business as is by law 
required or permitted to be transacted at such meeting, at the Sioux 
Creek Municipal Building located at 2077 3½ Avenue, Chetek WI.  
The purpose of this meeting is to adopt the 2022 Town Budget.  The 
meeting is open to the public and handicapped accessible.  
 Liza Schroeder, Clerk/Treasurer
 Town of Sioux Creek, Barron County

WNAXLP

TOWN BOARD MEETING
TOWN OF PRAIRIE LAKE

BARRON COUNTY, WI
796 21ST STREET

NOVEMBER 10TH, 2021 IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 
SPECIAL MEETING OF ELECTORS AND BUDGET HEARING
  NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the regular town board meet-
ing will be held on Wednesday November 10th, 2021, immedi-
ately following the special meeting of the electors for the purpose 
of transacting business as is by law required or permitted to be 
transacted at such meeting, at the Prairie Lake Municipal Build-
ing located at 796 21st Street, Chetek WI. 
  The complete agenda will be posted on the notice board located 
outside of the Municipal Building office door and on the Town 
website www.townofprairielake.com no less than 24 hours prior 
to the meeting. The meeting is open to the public. The meeting 
room is handicapped accessible.

Megan Giles, Clerk
Town of Prairie Lake, Barron County
WNAXLP

patrick durkin’s outdoor column
Contributing editor, Columnist, freelanCe writer for various newspapers/magazines patriCkdurkin@Charter.net

Deer Hunting toDay is six times 
safer tHan 60 years ago

When Wisconsin’s roughly 
590,000 deer hunters hit 

the woods 
Nov. 20 for 
the annual 
nine-day 
gun season, 
we’ll find 
the deer 
woods far 
safer than 
what our 
predeces-
sors knew 

six decades ago.
Even though Wisconsin 

has nearly twice as many 
deer hunters today than 
it did in the 1950s, we’re 
nearly six times safer. Deer 
seasons from 1950 to 1964 
averaged 40 shootings an-
nually, but we’ve averaged 
7.4 such incidents annually 
the past 15 seasons.

And when we compare 
shooting fatalities, deer 
hunting today is 11 times 
safer. The 1950-1964 deer 
seasons averaged eight 
shooting fatalities annually, 
ranging from three in 1962 
to 13 in 1959. Starting in 
2006, Wisconsin has aver-
aged 0.73 shooting fatalities 
annually, a run that in-
cludes eight deer seasons 
with no fatal shootings, five 
seasons with one fatality, 
and two seasons (2007 and 
2015) with three fatalities.

In fact, if not for a lone 
fatality a year ago when a 
65-year-old Door County 
hunter shot himself in the 
chest, Wisconsin would 
have gone five straight deer 
seasons without a shooting 
death. The state recorded 
its first fatality-free deer 
season in 1973, but didn’t 
repeat that feat until 2010. 
It then went fatality-free 
again in 2011, as well as in 
2013 and 2014 before its 
record-setting 2016 to 2019 
streak without a shooting 
death.

DNR records show deer 
hunting grew steadily safer 
the past 55 years. The ac-
cident rate per 100,000 deer 
hunters was 27 from 1964 
to 1973, 15 from 1974 to 
1982, 10 from 1983 to 1992, 
6.4 from 1993 to 2002, and 
4.0 from 2003 to 2013.

   “Wisconsin has seen an 
incredibly positive trend 
the past half-century,” said 
Matt O’Brien, deputy chief 
warden for the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Re-
sources. “Every so often I’ll 
see an article from the ’50s 
or ’60s citing hunter injury/
fatality numbers, and it’s 
foreign to our world today. 
Every hunter must make 
a deliberate effort to keep 
firearms safety in mind 
in our fields and forests. 
Complacency endangers 
hunters themselves, family 

and friends in their camp, 
and the public at large.”

Blaze orange clothing 
first hit the market around 
1970, and Wisconsin made 
it mandatory on deer hunt-
ers’ hats and torsos in 1980 
to make them more vis-
ible. Red hunting clothes 
were required during deer 
seasons from 1945 through 
1979.

The past decade’s overall 
record is also roughly four 
times safer than the decades 
of the  1990-1999 and 2000-
2010 deer seasons, when 
shooting deaths were 19 (1.9 
annual average) and 21 (2.1 
average), respectively.

The 1990s and 2000s, 
likewise, were considerably 
safer than the 1984-1989 
gun seasons, which en-
dured 22 shooting fatalities, 
a 3.66 annual average.

Safety records since the 
1980s weren’t conceivable 
during most of the 1900s, 
when deer hunting’s ac-
cident reports read like 
horror tales. Wisconsin re-
corded 24 shooting deaths 
in 1914, and 13 in 1959 and 
1970.

Deer season’s death toll 
also hit 12 in 1900, 1942, 
1946 and 1948; and 11 
during the 1938, 1939, 
1957, 1958 and 1960 deer 
seasons. Otis Bersing’s 
1966 edition of “A Century 
of Wisconsin Deer Hunt-
ing,” reported double-digit 
fatalities during nine of the 
27 deer seasons he tracked 
from 1938 to 1964. Those 
seasons lasted five to nine 
days in most areas.

DNR records don’t include 
deer-license numbers for 
1900, but Wisconsin sold 
155,000 deer tags in 1914. 
That means one of every 
6,459 deer hunters died 
of gunshots that year. The 
DNR sold 501,799 deer 
licenses in 1970, which put 
the shooting-fatality rate at 
one in every 38,600 hunt-

ers, a six-fold improvement 
from 1914.

If deer hunters today got 
shot at 1914’s rate, we could 
expect over 90 fatalities 
and 100 woundings dur-
ing this year’s Nov. 20-28 
season. And if we matched 
the 1970 shooting rate, we 
could expect 15 gun deaths 
this season.

Actual deaths and wound-
ings in Wisconsin haven’t 
combined to hit double 
digits since 2010 when 12 
hunters were wounded. The 
deadliest deer seasons the 
past four decades were five 
shooting deaths in 1984 
and 2001, and eight in 1987. 
Wisconsin also recorded 
three shooting deaths dur-
ing deer seasons in 1986, 
1990, 1991, 1992, 1994, 
2005, 2007 and 2015.=

O’Brien said blaze-orange 
and other fluorescent-
colored clothes in pink or 
chartreuse make hunters 
more visible, but the state 
also benefits from the 
DNR’s extensive hunter-edu-
cation program. The agency 
has over 3,000 volunteer 
hunter-ed instructors, as 
well as hundreds of field-
day certified instructors for 
its online safety course.

Other factors that im-
proved safety are fewer 
largescale deer drives, and 
more hunters watching 
from treestands and other 
elevated devices. Not only 
do treestands improve 
visibility, but most shots 
fired from treestands and 
elevated box blinds drive 
downward into the ground, 
making bullets less likely to 
ricochet.

Combined, all those fac-
tors make gun-deer seasons 
today far safer than any-
thing known to previous 
generations.

new CHallenges, olD Problems
Many hunters today 

complain of too-few deer 

across the Northwoods, but 
they aren’t the first genera-
tion to say that. It’s been a 
common lament since their 
grandfathers and great-
grandfathers said much the 
same thing during the early 
1960s, according to Bersing. 
Consider his March 1966 
reflections in the preface 
of “A Century of Wisconsin 
Deer Hunting.” He wrote:

“The major deer areas 
are changing. The central 
and southwestern coun-
ties, with their decreasing 
agriculture, continue to 
produce more and more 
deer. The north country is 
growing up. Many hunting 
areas once available are 
now solid and extensive 
monotype stands of pole-
sized hardwoods that offer 
no browse and poor cover. 
Consequently, the situation 
makes habitat management 
difficult. Deer like openings 
and mixed young or uneven 
stands. They do not get 
along well in middle-aged 
or mature forests. …

“If the whitetails had ad-
opted the characteristics of 
the caribou, among which 
the females normally have 
antlers, deer management 
and season regulations 
would invite considerably 
less controversy.”

Bersing wrote that 55 
years ago, and Wisconsin’s 
Northern forest has only 
grown older since. Mean-
while, female whitetails 
still don’t grow antlers, and 
many hunters remain hos-
tile to botany and biology.

If only science were as 
easily understood and em-
braced as blaze orange and 
firearms safety.

 Patrick Durkin, @pat-
rickdurkinoutdoors, is a 
free-lance writer who covers 
outdoors recreation in Wis-
consin. Write to him at 3013 
Irene Drive, Eau Claire, WI 
54701-6621; or by e-mail at 
patrickdurkin56@gmailcom. 

Patrick
Durkin

Wisconsin Historical society pHoto

Many hunters in the late 1800s and early 1900s died of gunshots in accidental shootings dur-
ing deer season. In 1914 alone, 24 deer hunters died in shootings.

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es encourages hunters to 
donate Wisconsin-har-
vested deer to the depart-
ment’s Deer Donation 
Program to help stock 
food pantries this holiday 
season and support resi-
dents in need throughout 
the state.

Since the program be-
gan in 2000, hunters have 
donated over 94,000 deer, 
totaling more than 3.8 
million pounds of veni-
son distributed to Wiscon-
sin food pantries.

Through the Deer 
Donation Program, the 
DNR works with part-
nering meat processors 
to distribute thousands 
of pounds of donated 
venison to Wisconsin food 
pantries.

“Whether by harvesting 
an extra deer or donating 
the only deer they shoot, 
Wisconsin hunters have 
the chance to support 
their communities dur-
ing the holiday season,” 
said Sarah Wyrick, DNR 
Wildlife Damage Program 
Assistant. “We thank 
all deer hunters, meat 
processing and nonprofit 
partners who help make 
this program a success 
for those in need.”

Those looking to support 
the Deer Donation Program 
can also do so through a 
monetary donation when 
purchasing a hunting or 
fishing license or a Wiscon-
sin State Park pass.  

fooD inseCurity in wisConsin
Approximately one in 

12 Wisconsin households 
did not have enough 
food before the COVID-19 
pandemic began in early 
2020, and research shows 
this number continues 
to rise, according to the 
University of Wisconsin’s 
Food Security Project.

Additionally, the Wis-
consin Food Security 
Projects reports that food 
insecurity makes it harder 
for children to thrive in 

and out of school, in-
creases the risk of health 
problems for children 
and adults, makes it 
more difficult to manage 
chronic conditions, and 
contributes to short-term 
and long-term stress for 
children and families.

How to Donate 
wisConsin-HarvesteD Deer

Hunters interested in 
donating a Wisconsin-har-
vested deer to the DNR’s 
Deer Donation Program 
can follow these steps:

Field dress your deer. 
Handle the carcass with 
care.

Register your deer 
through Game Reg. Make 
a note of your registra-
tion confirmation number 
and keep it on hand when 
dropping off your deer.

Test your deer for 
CWD if harvested from 
a CWD-affected county 
that requires testing be-
fore taking the deer to a 
processor. To find a CWD 
sampling location near 
you to submit samples 
from Wisconsin-harvested 
deer free of charge, visit 
the DNR’s “Sampling For 
Chronic Wasting Disease” 
webpage. Test results are 
usually available from the 
DNR within two weeks.

Call ahead! Contact one 
of the participating pro-
cessors before dropping 
off your deer to make 
sure they have space to 
accept it. More processors 
may be added later in the 
season, so check back if 
you don’t see one cur-
rently in your area.

If donating a Wisconsin-
harvested deer that is 
being tested for CWD, 
inform the processor at 
the time of the donation 
and provide your CWD 
barcode number. The pro-
cessor will hold onto the 
donated deer until results 
are known and before 
distributing to an area 
nonprofit. 

Drop off your deer at a 
participating processor.

Hunters encouraged 
to participate in DNR’s 
deer donation program

Get your local news daily!
www.chetekalert.com

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es reported that the de-
partment received digital 
excellence awards for the 
Go Wild license and regis-
tration online portal. 

Out of thousands of 
entries from around the 
world, the Go Wild system 
earned a 2021 w3 and 
dotCOMM Gold Award for 
outstanding websites and 
digital content.

Earlier this year, the 

Go Wild license sys-
tem also earned a 2021 
Communicator Award of 
Distinction and a 2021 
Gold Hermes Creative 
Award in recognition of 
the system’s ease of use. 
Only 20% of international 
entries receive a “Gold” 
award distinction by the 
Association of Market-
ing and Communication 
Professionals who admin-
ister the Hermes Creative 
Awards competition.

The DNR launched Go 
Wild in 2016 in partner-

ship with NIC Wisconsin, 
a subsidiary of Tyler 
Technologies, to provide 
Wisconsin’s outdoor 
enthusiasts an easy-
to-use online option to 
obtain fishing and hunt-
ing licenses, register for 
safety education courses 
and manage their boats, 
ATVs and other off-road 
vehicles through an 
efficient online experi-
ence. In 2021, Go Wild 
has processed more than 
1.4 million transactions 
online.

The w3 Awards are 
sanctioned and judged by 
the Academy of Interac-
tive and Visual Arts, an 
invitation-only body con-
sisting of top-tier media, 
advertising and market-
ing professionals. The 
Awards recognize digital 
excellence in websites, 
marketing, video, mobile 
sites, apps, social and 
podcasts, and is the first 
major competition to be 
accessible to agencies of 
all sizes. This year, there 
were over 3,000 nomina-
tions submitted.

The dotCOMM Awards is 
an international competi-
tion honoring excellence 
in web creativity and 
digital communication. 
The Association of Mar-
keting and Communica-
tion Professionals, an 
international organiza-
tion that oversees awards 
and recognition programs 
and honors outstanding 
achievement and service 
to the profession, admin-
isters the awards. This 
year, there were over 
2,500 nominations, with 
only 18% receiving a Gold 
Award.

DNR’s Go Wild license, registration system recognized for digital excellence


