
Nearly two years and 
four months after a rural 
Chetek man was shot and 
killed in his bedroom, the 
case against his murderer 
has come to a close.

In a hearing on Friday, 
Jan. 7, 2021, Rice Lake res-
ident Andrew J. Brunette, 
26, was sentenced to life 
in prison for the death of 
24-year-old rural Chetek 
resident Garrett Macone 
in September 2020, 
according to Bar-
ron County Circuit 
Court records.

In pronouncing 
sentence, Circuit 
Court Judge James 
C. Babler gave 
Brunette credit for 
474 days already 
served in jail, 
and added that he 
would be eligible 
for parole in 50 
years, when he will 
be 76 years old.

Brunette will be 
incarcerated at the 
state penitentiary 
at Waupun, court 
records said. After 
the sentence was 
imposed, Bru-
nette’s attorneys filed a 
motion that they intend 
to appeal.

Family members comment
Several victim impact 

statements were made 
during the 90-minute sen-
tencing hearing on Jan. 7.

Among the remarks 
taken from court records:

• Rhonda Anderson, 
married to Garrett’s 
cousin, Josh, alleged that 
“the (defense assertion) 
that this case was about 
love is completely inac-
curate. This was not about 
love, this was about anger 
and greed. Andrew had 
so many other options to 
handle this situation dif-
ferently and, instead, he 
made the decision to take 
Garrett’s life and destroy 
the lives of the families 
that loved him.”

• Jana Macone, Garrett 
Macone’s adoptive moth-

er, alleged that Brunette 
“stalked (her) by com-
ing to our home, posing 
as a neighbor over the 
phone, calling from vari-
ous phone numbers and, 
when that didn’t give him 
the results he wanted, he 
took the matter into his 
own hands.”

• Audrey Macone, Gar-
rett’s younger sister, 
wrote that Brunette alleg-

edly “lost control 
over the situation 
with his ex-wife 
and thought the 
only way to gain 
back control was 
by taking Garrett’s 
life as he slept.”

According to the 
criminal com-
plaint, Macone had 
been in a relation-
ship with a mar-
ried woman who 
was separated from 
her husband (Bru-
nette) at the time 
of the shooting.

Brunette lived 
in Rice Lake with 
his parents, the 
complaint added. 
Investigators 

learned he had returned 
home on the morning of 
Sept. 20, 2020, to pick 
up some clothes before 
returning to a St. Paul, 
Minnesota, hospital where 
his wife and their child 
were staying.

Detectives determined 
that Brunette was in Bar-
ron County during the 
time frame in which the 
shooting took place.

The complaint said 
Brunette and his wife re-
turned to Barron County 
with their child on the 
afternoon of Sept. 20, and 
he dropped the woman 
off at Macone’s home. 
By that time, the loca-
tion was an active crime 
scene, and detectives 
detained and interviewed 
Brunette there.

Following his arrest, 
Brunette allegedly told 
investi-
gators 
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DEATHS

Public welcome to 
attend scholarship 
foundation meeting

The Chetek-Weyer-
haeuser Scholarship 
Foundation will hold 
its annual meeting on 
Wednesday, January 
19, at 5 p.m. in the 
Guidance Office at the 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser 
High School. The pub-
lic is invited to attend.

Frozen road law in 
effect for northern 
half of Wisconsin

The state’s frozen 
road declaration 
expanded to include 
Zone 2, along with 
Zone 1, which covers 
the northern half of 
the state. 

The frozen road law 
allows heavier loads for 
trucks carrying logs cut 
crosswise (not includ-
ing woodchips), and 
salt and sand for winter 
maintenance while cold 
weather allows.

Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation 
monitors road and 
weather conditions 
to see when the road 
base is frozen enough 
to handle heavier 
loads, from 80,000 
pounds up to 98,000 
pounds with at least 
five axles. 

This only applies to 
state roads and roads 
and bridges without 
specified limits. 

Find more informa-
tion at the WisDOT’s 
website or call 608-
266-8417 for current 
conditions.
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Fire provides us with 
heat, warmth and light, 
cooks our food and al-
leviates our stress. We 
often share our stories 
sitting by the fire.

Meanwhile, to a Marine, 
“fire away” is the com-
mand to discharge arms 
and open fire. How-
ever, Randy and Shana 
Fraser, new owners of 
the former R Bar, located 
on CTH M about 5 miles 
north of Chetek, found 
meanings of both fire 
and fire away in estab-
lishing their new busi-
ness venture Fire Away 
Roadhouse & Rest Camp. 
They use it to mean “con-
tinue on,” an update to 
keep on truckin.” 

At age 17, Randy Fraser 
joined the Marines and 
“celebrated” his 18th and 
21st birthdays overseas in 
Iraq. As a machine gun-
ner, he experienced im-
pact injuries and service-
connected disabilities.

His wife Shana is a 
Chetek High School grad-
uate. This is her home-
town. Although Randy is 

new to the Chetek area, 
he finds its peace and 
quiet comforting.

Therefore, the name 
serves as a tribute to 
Randy’s military service 
and his feelings toward 
his new home.

Their menu is definitely 
not typical bar food. 
Though it does include 
deep fried curds, they are 
served with roadhouse 
ranch sauce and pepper 
jelly ketchup.

Other appetizers 
include a hearty home-
made hummus with 
seasonal veggies known 
as Rabbit Food, thin-
cut battered and deep 
fried onion strings and 
backcountry burnt ends, 
crispy and juicy.

Baskets do include beef 
burgers with beef sourced 
from Brion’s Deli in 
Cameron, chicken breast 
sandwiches and a vegetar-
ian black bean patty.

Randy’s favorite burger 
is the Phoenix Rising 
which features green 
chile-lime aioli and 
mozzarella cheese with 
spring mix, tomato, on-
ion and a pickle.

They also have Booyah 
stew, Log Jam-Balaya, 
toasted Gnocchi and the 
fisherman’s catch which 
in January features a 7 
oz. pan fried freshwater 
walleye fillet.

Wednesdays, chicken 
wings, smoked using the 
open pit technique are 
featured and filling the 
entire restaurant and bar 
with the lingering aroma 
of a campfire.

Their Friday fish fry has 
something not usually 
available any more. For 
$10, diners can order a 
two-piece fish dinner, but 
for $15, just $5 more, it’s 
an all-you-can-eat dinner.

The Fraser’s have 
some new items they’ll 
be rolling out as spring 
approaches, such as the 
“Six Lakes Shot Paddle” 
featuring six shots for 
you and a friend to 
share, the “Bloody Mary 
Box” and the “Tap Tast-
ing Crate.”

They also will have a 
device called a Foghat 
Smoker. It fits right over 
the top of your favorite 
bever-
age 

R Bar is now Fire Away Roadhouse

jim babbitt | Chetek alert

Randy and Shana Fraser are pictured at the Fire Away Roadhouse & Rest Camp, 
formerly known as the R Bar on Hwy. M about eight miles north of Chetek. Randy 
served as a machine gunner in the Marines and was deployed in Iraq. Shana is a 
graduate of the Chetek High School. 

Life sentence for rural Chetek 
slaying; family speaks in court
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CWHS Pep Band revs up crowd at girls basketball game
The Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Pep Band, led by Miss Ogren, played at its first basketball game of the 
season on Tuesday, Jan. 4. The girls basketball team ended up losing 53-38. 
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