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Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of the City of 
Chetek held on Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.,  

held in council chambers, 220 Stout Street, Chetek, WI  
and through Zoom.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Jeff 
Martin.

Present: Jeff Martin, Mark Edwards, Scott Bachowski, Terry 
Hight, Earl Grover

Approve agenda - Motion by Hight, seconded by Bachowski. 
Carried.

CONSENT AGENDA: Council minutes from June 2021, June 
claims; Appointments to Boards & commissions: Earl Grover to 
Fire Commission (to replace Terry Hight); Motion to approve by 
Bachowski, seconded by Hight. Carried.

Bachowski motioned to approve the one-year renewal on the 
bow-hunting permit for Steinmetz at 225 15th Street, seconded by 
Edwards. Carried.

Hight motioned to approve the Memo of Understanding be-
tween the City of Chetek and Barron County for the purchase of 
new election equipment, seconded by Grover. Carried.

Resolution 2021-15 - appropriating the donation of $2,099.99 
from the Barron County Law Enforcement Foundation for the pur-
chase of two BolaWrap 100 - handheld restraint devices. Motion 
by Hight to approve, seconded by Bachowski. Carried.

Resolution 2021-14 - appropriating the insurance payment of 
$23,970.00 for the storm siren damages - motion to approve by 
Bachowski, seconded by Grover. Carried.

Bachowski motioned to approve the fee of $65.00 for the build-
ing inspector to complete the inspection of resident installed de-
duct meters, seconded by Grover. Carried.

Motion by Hight, seconded by Grover, to approve the combi-
nation “Class B” liquor and Class “B” fermented malt beverage 
license for Joseph Donnerbauer and Landon Cole, 516 2nd Street 
effective August 2nd, 2021. Carried.

Motion to adjourn by Bachowski, seconded by Hight. Carried.
 Carmen Newman, clerk/treasurer

WNAXLP

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Barron County Justice Center Fire Alarm System

Notice is hereby given that Barron County is soliciting a re-bid for 
replacement of the fire alarm system in the Barron County Justice 
Center, Barron Wisconsin. In general the project consists of the 
replacement and code upgrade of the fire alarm system, including 
demolition of the existing alarm system and related cutting and 
patching. An Alternate Bid is also requested to replace the exist-
ing mercury smoke damper switches to electronic. Bids shall be 
prepared in accordance with the contract documents prepared by 
the Designer.
Owner: Designer:
Barron County PRISM DESIGN
Dept. of Facilities Management Electrical Consultants Inc
1420 St. Hwy 25N 21 S. Barstow St. #1
Barron, WI 54812 Eau Claire, WI 54701
 bhalgren@prismdesign-electrical.com
 TEL: 715-797-0602
Time and Place for Receiving Bids: Barron County will accept 
sealed Bids from qualified firms at the Facilities Management 
Dept. office, address indicated above.

Bids Due:  2:00 p.m. Thursday, July 29, 2021
Basis of Bid:  One prime contract, single lump sum

The envelope containing the sealed bid shall bear the name and 
address of the interested firm and the notation BARRON COUN-
TY JUSTICE CENTER FIRE ALARM REPLACEMENT on the out-
side of the envelope. Proposals sent by mail shall be addressed to 
the attention of Steve Olson, Supervisor of Buildings & Grounds. 
FAX or EMAIL bids or bids received after 2:00 p.m. on the day of 
the bid opening will not be accepted. Actual receipt of bids by said 
time is required and deposit in the U.S. mail is insufficient. Bids 
received by Owner by the stated time and date of the bid opening 
will be publicly opened and read aloud.
Bid Documents: Plans and detailed specifications will be avail-
able by email upon request from the Designer. Bidding documents 
are available, in the form of PDF’s from the Designer, at the email 
address listed above. Documents can also be viewed at the Bar-
ron County Facilities Management Office, at the above address. 
The proposals shall be submitted on the bid form provided in the 
specification.
Pre-Bid Tour: A pre-bid inspection is required. Prior arrange-
ments shall be made with PRISM DESIGN or Owner.
Bid Security: Bids shall be accompanied by a security deposit 
in the form of a Bid Bond or certified check in the amount of not 
less than 10 percent of the Bid Sum. Endorse the bid security in 
the name of the Owner as obligee, signed and sealed by the Con-
tractor as principal and by the Surety. Include the cost of the Bid 
security in the Bid Sum.
After a Bid has been accepted, bid securities will be returned to 
the other respective Bidders. For the accepted Bidder, the secu-
rity deposit will be returned after execution of the Contract. If no 
contract is awarded, all security deposits will be returned.
Other Requirements and Provisions: Payment and perfor-
mance bonds will be required for this project; also, lien waivers 
will be required to be submitted with each pay request.
Proposals shall not be withdrawn for a period of thirty (30) days 
after the date of the bid opening. Barron County reserves the right 
to reject in whole or in part any or all bids, to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities therein, and to award the bid determined to be 
in the best interest of the County. This invitation for bids may be 
canceled if determined to be in the best interest of the County.
The General Code of the County of Barron contains various 
procurement policies which are applicable to this proposed pro-
curement. These include prohibitions against gratuities and kick-
backs.
 Invitation for bids issued by authority of:
Barron County, Steve Olson, supervisor of Buildings & Grounds 
 July 21, 2021

WNAXLP

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Common Council  
of the City of Chetek  

held on Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  
in council chambers, 220 Stout Street, Chetek, WI

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Jeff 
Martin.

Present: Jeff Martin, Scott Bachowski, Terry Hight, Earl Gro-
ver, Mark Edwards

Also present: Town of Chetek board members - Keith Hanson, 
Dave Lentz, John Postle, Dave Peters, clerk

Council members met with Town of Chetek board members 
to discuss the existing Articles of Agreement for the Chetek Fire 
District.

Both boards agreed to proposed changes to the Articles of 
Agreement including:

1. Article 4 (a) - The Chief of the Chetek Volunteer Fire 
Department Shall be a non-voting ex officio of such Joint Fire 
Board; and

2. Article 4 (b) - The members of such Joint Fire Board shall 
hold office for a term of two (2) years and until their successors 
shall be appointed and qualified.

It was also expressed that minutes of the Joint Fire Board 
need to be disbursed after each meeting to both municipality 
boards.

It was agreed that the Joint Fire Board needs to be re-orga-
nized according to the original Articles of Agreement. The board 
should only consist of two citizens from the Town of Chetek and 
two citizens from the City of Chetek. Other municipalities receiv-
ing fire protection service should have written agreements for fire 
protection but the Joint Fire Board cannot arbitrarily vote to add 
members to the board. The Town of Chetek and City of Chetek 
are the only municipalities that own the equipment and fire hall 
building. No other municipality has contributed to the cost of the 
building or equipment. Board members discussed whether it 
would be advantageous to allow other municipalities to buy-in to 
the Fire District.

The Joint Fire Board will be meeting on July 29th at which 
time they will hold an organizational meeting to reestablish the 
board according to the original articles of agreement. The board 
can then review the articles of agreement and the sharing of op-
erational costs between the two municipalities and municipalities 
with agreements for fire protection.
 Carmen Newman, clerk/treasurer

WNAXLP

Wisconsin beachgoers: be aware of blue-green algae risks
The Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 
is reminding beachgoers 
and their pets to watch for 
blue-green algae and know 
the risks. Blue-green algae 
can cause illness if swal-
lowed or inhaled in water 
droplets, or irritation if 
rubbed on the skin under 
clothing.

Blue-green algae, or cy-
anobacteria, are photosyn-
thetic bacteria often called 
“pond scum.” Blue-green 
algae are most often green 
but can also be blue, tan, 
reddish-purple or brown. 
Blue-green algae generally 
grow in lakes, ponds and 
slow-moving streams when 
the water is warm and en-
riched with nutrients like 
phosphorus or nitrogen.

When environmental con-
ditions are just right, blue-
green algae can increase 
in number. Most species 
are buoyant and will float 
to the surface, where 
they form scum layers or 
floating mats known as a 
“blue-green algae bloom.” 
In Wisconsin, blue-green 
algae blooms generally oc-
cur between mid-June and 
late September, although 
in rare instances, blooms 
have been observed in win-
ter, even under the ice.

Since most lakes in 
Wisconsin are not tested 
for blue-green algae, it is 
important to know what 
it looks like and always 
assess conditions before 
swimming.

Stay safe by following 

best practices, including:
• Do not swim in water 

that looks like “pea soup,” 
green or blue paint, or 
that has a scum layer or 
puffy blobs floating on the 
surface.

• Do not boat, water 
ski, etc., over such water 
(people can be exposed 
through inhalation).

• Do not let children play 
with scum layers, even 
from shore.

• Do not let pets or live-
stock swim in, or drink, 
waters experiencing blue-
green algae blooms.

• Always take a shower 
after encountering any sur-
face water (whether or not 
a blue-green algae bloom 
appears to be present; 
surface waters may contain 
other species of poten-
tially harmful bacteria and 
viruses).

• Try to avoid swallowing 
lake water, no matter how 
clean it looks, since it may 
have bacteria, viruses, or 
parasites in it that could 
make you sick.

KEEP PETS SAFE
Blue-green algae can have 

harmful effects on humans 
and pets. However, because 
dogs love to spend time 
in the water, they are not 
deterred by surface scum 
and often swallow a lot of 
water while swimming. If 
they consume large quan-
tities of blue-green algae 
when they drink the water, 
and if those blue-green 
algae happen to be produc-

ing toxin(s), the animals 
can become very ill, and 
even die.

Symptoms of blue-green 
algal toxin poisoning may 
range from lethargy and 
loss of appetite to seizures, 
vomiting and convulsions. 
Dogs are particularly sus-
ceptible to blue-green algal 
poisoning because scums 
can attach to their coats 
and be swallowed during 
self-cleaning. To keep dogs 
safe, choose the clearest 
water possible for dogs to 
swim in and keep dogs out 
of areas with accumula-
tions of blue-green algae 
or any dense particulate 
matter.

Follow these tips to keep 
pets safe: 

• Do not let pets swim 
in, or drink, waters expe-
riencing blue-green algae 
blooms or noticeably green 
water.

• Keep dogs out of shal-
low, stagnant waters where 
blue-green algae may be 
growing on the bottom 
and dislodged by distur-
bance. If people shouldn’t 
swim there, dogs shouldn’t 
either.

• Always offer fresh, 
clean water for pets to 
drink instead of lake water.

• Always wash dogs off 
with clean water immedi-
ately after they swim, so 
they don’t lick any algae 
from their fur.

• Supervise pets when 
they are outside so they 
don’t eat algal scum ac-
cumulated on the shore, 

floating mats of algae or 
drink lake water.

• If a pet eats grass, avoid 
using lake water for lawn 
irrigation if blooms are 
present.

• If there’s any doubt 
about what is in the water, 
keeping pets out is the saf-
est course of action.

• Symptoms of water 
intoxication (from swallow-
ing too much water) and 
heatstroke in dogs include 
vomiting, diarrhea, leth-
argy, and loss of coordina-
tion. Give dogs plenty of 
breaks from swimming 
and retrieving in lakes, 
avoid having dogs bite at 
splashed water as a game 
and use flat objects for 
retrieval instead of balls. 
Always provide shade and 
fresh, clean water to drink.

The public is encour-
aged to report significant 
blue-green algae blooms to 
the DNR at DNRHABS@wis-
consin.gov. Please include 
the location of the bloom, 
the name of the water 
body, nearest town, county, 
the size and duration of 
the bloom and overall and 
close-up photographs for 
verification. The DNR is 
unable to test all reported 
blooms.

For more information on 
blue-green algae, including 
symptoms of exposure and 
environmental concerns, 
visit the DNR Blue-Green 
Algae webpage at https://
dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/
lakes/bluegreenalgae. 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is once 
again asking ruffed grouse hunters and outdoor enthusiasts 
who come across a sick or dead grouse to submit a sample 
for a multi-state ruffed grouse West Nile virus study.

For the fourth and final year, the DNR and conservation 
partners will distribute testing kits to hunters, increasing 
the overall sample size and strengthening project results 
with the final year of data. Hunters who have a kit from 
a previous year are encouraged to collect a sample, fill 
the kit, and send it in to be processed; nothing in the kit 
expires.

Hunters who hunt the central and northern forests and 
would like to participate in the West Nile virus monitor-
ing effort can request kits here. Kits will be available in 
early September. The DNR may limit the number of kits 
per individual to ensure samples come from a large geo-
graphic area.

The DNR will provide test results via email. Be aware 
that sample testing will not begin until after the grouse 
season has closed and final results will not be available 
for several months after that.

Mosquitos spread the West Nile virus, and its effects on 
birds can vary. Signs range from no clinical disease or 
illness to heart lesions and inflammation of the brain’s 
lining and spinal cord. Many factors can influence how 
severely the virus affects an individual bird. There is no 
evidence that West Nile can be spread by handling dead 
birds or consuming properly cooked game.

Ruffed grouse are native to the northern United States 
and southern Canada. The Great Lakes region contains 

some of the most extensive forest habitats for grouse and 
the healthiest ruffed grouse populations in the nation. 
The Wisconsin DNR continues to work with partners 
to develop long-term management strategies for ruffed 
grouse in Wisconsin.

SicK And dEAd BirdS
In addition to collecting samples from harvested ruffed 

grouse, the DNR asks the public to report any sick or 
dead grouse observed while out in the field.

Those who find a ruffed grouse that appears sick or 
emaciated, or a freshly dead grouse, should take note of 
the location and promptly call the DNR county wildlife 
biologist for possible submission of the dead grouse for 
further investigation and to help the department track 
reports statewide.

Those who collect the carcass for testing should keep 
the entire bird intact. Place it into a plastic bag and keep 
the bird cool but not frozen. Bring the whole ruffed 
grouse carcass to your county wildlife biologist the same 
day or the next day. Prompt collection of ruffed grouse is 
necessary to prevent decomposition or scavenging. The 
DNR recommends that gloves are worn whenever han-
dling dead animals, even those that appear healthy.

If refrigeration and prompt delivery are not possible, 
carcasses should be frozen and submitted to county wild-
life biologists as soon as possible.

Carcasses in poor condition (scavenged with openings 
into the body cavity, odor, more advanced decomposi-
tion) will not be usable for testing. Still, observers should 
note the location and report the sightings to their county 
wildlife biologist.

For more information on ruffed grouse disease sam-
pling in Wisconsin, visit the DNR’s ruffed grouse hunting 
webpage, https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/hunt/ruffed-
grouse.html.

Participate in ruffed grouse West Nile Virus sampling this fall

Spring waterfowl survey results 
show overall population increase

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es announced an increase 
in the waterfowl popula-
tion across most of the 
state, despite dry winter 
and spring weather.

The DNR’s 2021 spring 
waterfowl population 
surveys show stable to 
increased numbers of 
breeding waterfowl, de-
spite below-average wet-
land conditions. Surveys 
showed an increase in 
the number of total birds 
compared to 2019 esti-
mates with increases in 
wood duck, blue-winged 
teal and Canada goose 
numbers. However, there 
has been a slight dip in 
mallard numbers.

Wisconsin experienced 
a relatively mild and 
dry winter followed by 
below-average precipita-
tion in April and May. As 
a result, wetland condi-
tions are drier through-
out the state. Some areas 
of the state experienced 
considerable rainfall in 
May and June, while other 
areas experienced drier 
conditions following the 
survey.

“These varying condi-
tions across Wisconsin 
mean we will be at aver-
age- to below-average 
wetland conditions for the 
year during the important 
brood-rearing period,” said 
Taylor Finger, DNR Migra-
tory Gamebird Biologist.

The DNR estimates the 
state’s breeding duck 
population for 2021 to be 
522,546 birds, a 7% increase 
compared to the 2020 
estimate and 19% above the 
long-term (47-year) average. 
Species-specific population 
estimates indicate Wiscon-
sin’s top three breeding 

ducks varied. Mallards 
showed a slight decline, 
while blue-winged teal 
and wood ducks showed 
increases in their breeding 
populations.

“Each species’ popula-
tion estimate varies from 
year to year, so I urge 
hunters and other con-
servationists to compare 
2021 results to long-term 
averages at the state and 
continental levels,” Finger 
said.

The Wisconsin breeding 
estimate for Canada geese 
is slightly up compared 
to 2019. The 2021 model 
estimates 181,430 birds, 
a result consistent with a 
stable to increasing popu-
lation over the past 10–15 
years.

In most years, the DNR’s 
survey results comple-
ment surveys conducted 
by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the 
Ontario Canada Goose 
Survey. These additional 
surveys were suspended 
this year due to COVID-
19. In August, Wisconsin 
will join 13 states and 
three Canadian provinces 
at the Mississippi Flyway 
Council to find the best 
fit models based on state-
level survey data since 
continental estimates 
have not been available 
due to COVID-19. The 
council will provide rec-
ommendations to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
regarding waterfowl hunt-
ing regulations for 2022 
seasons.

To view the full report 
for Wisconsin’s 2021 
waterfowl surveys, visit 
https://dnr.wisconsin.
gov/topic/WildlifeHa-
bitat/waterfowlmanage-
ment.html.


