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The Feather Family of Realtors have been 
professionally representing clients since 1954.

Licensed for real estate services in Wisconsin & Minnesota Feather 
Real Estate Group specializes in commercial, business opportunity, 

residential, vacant land and waterfront sales.

Limited attendance for some 
HS football, volleyball games 

City ups cat, dog limit to three per house

A Chetek man was 
airlifted to Mayo hospital 
in Eau Claire with sus-
pected severe injuries on 
Labor Day, Sept. 7, after 
the Dodge truck he was 
driving lost control on 
24-1/8 Street and collided 
with a tree.

The crash was reported 
just after 4 p.m. on Sept. 7, 
in the 600 block of 24-1/8 
Street, south of Chetek. 
Chetek Fire, Chetek Ambu-
lance Service and Barron 
County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment responded. 
According to the crash 

report from the sheriff’s 
department, Joe G. Hr-
bacek, 37, of Chetek, was 
driving a Dodge pickup 
north on 24-1/8 Street 
when he lost control, went 
into the right ditch, then 
crossed over the road and 
went into the left ditch, 
striking a tree.

The report said Hrbacek 
was not using a seat 
belt, he was not ejected 
and the airbag deployed. 

Firefighters extracted 
him from the pickup and 
a Life Link III helicopter 
flew him to Eau Claire.

Barron County Sher-
iff Chris Fitzgerald said 
speed was a factor in the 
crash. Citations including 
operating while revoked, 
license restriction viola-
tion-class D or M vehicle 
and failing to wear a seat 
belt were issued.

Blackjack Towing re-
moved the pickup, which 
had extensive damage.

Chetek man injured, airlifted after truck crash
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This Dodge pickup, driven by Joe Hrbacek, of Chetek, lost control on 24-1/8 Street on 
Sept. 8 and crashed into a tree, injuring Hrbacek. He was airlifted to Mayo in Eau Claire.

Postcards for voter 
registration or absentee 
ballot requests mailed to 
local residents are causing 
some confusion for resi-
dents and hassle for local 
municipal clerks.

Megan Giles, clerk for the 
Town of Prairie Lake, said 
the postcards are being 
sent out by the Wisconsin 
Elections Commission, 
even though the return ad-
dresses list the resident’s 
local clerk’s office. What is 
causing confusion is that 
postcards are being sent 
to voters who are already 
registered or have already 
requested an absentee bal-
lot, Giles said. 

She said local clerks have 
gotten many calls from 
residents, asking why they 
are spending the postage 
to send these postcards 
when voters are already 
registered. Giles explained 
clerks are not sending 
them out, the WEC is.

Another problem is that 
the absentee ballot request 
postcard does not include 
complete instructions and 
info, like including a photo 
ID with the request. So if 
the clerk receives a resi-

dent’s absentee ballot re-
quest and it does not have 
a copy of a valid photo 
ID, the request is invalid. 
Giles said they can’t sent 
out an absentee ballot in 
those cases and it is frus-
trating for everyone. 

Giles said the best 
option is to visit https://
myvote.wi.gov/en-us/. 
There, residents can 
register to vote, check 
their voter registration 
status, request an 
absentee ballot or check 
their absentee ballot 
status. She added that 
residents can also contact 
their local clerk in the 
town, village or city in 
which they live to register, 
request an absentee 
ballot or check the status 
of their registration or 
absentee ballot.

Residents who have not 
voted in longer than four 
years may need to register 
again, Giles noted. Those 
who have changed names 
or moved since they last 
voted, will have to register 
again. She said the easiest 
way to check was to visit 
the myvote.wi.gov website 
or call their local clerk.

Absentee ballot, registration 
postcards not from local clerks

Drive-through job 
fair on Thursday

A drive-through job 
fair will be held on 
Thursday, Sept. 17, at 
the Barron County Jus-
tice Center parking lot, 
at 1420 Hwy. 25 North, 
Barron, from 1–4 p.m.

The job fair will have 
businesses hiring posi-
tions for the manufac-
turing, office, health 
care, retail, transporta-
tion and hospitality 
areas or industries.

The event is being 
hosted by Workforce 
Resource/Barron 
County Job Center and 
Barron County Child 
Support Agency.

Hwy. 53 road work 
continues in area

Road work continues 
at the interchange of 
Hwy. 48 and Hwy. 53 
in Rice Lake, which will 
install several round-
abouts. The intersec-
tion north of Hwy. 48 
on Bear Paw Avenue, 
the intersection south 
of Hwy. 48 of West 
Avenue and Hwy. 53 
northbound on ramp 
is closed (use detour 
to Hwy. 53 and CTH O). 
There is a 12-foot-wide 
lane width restriction.

Milling and over-
laying of pavement 
roadwork continues on 
Hwy. 53 in Chippewa 
County from Hwy. 
64 to New Auburn. 
Motorists can expect 
single-lane closures 
both north and south 
on Hwy. 53.

Attendance will be 
limited for home football 
and volleyball games this 
year due to COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions. The 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Board 
of Education approved 
administrators’ plans they 
presented and recommend-
ed on Monday evening, 
Sept. 14.

The guidelines and 
spectator limits depend on 
the sport, expected specta-
tor attendance, the ability 
to socially distance and 
whether or not it is held 
inside or outside. When 
inside school buildings, 
masks must be worn at all 
times, as well times when 
socially distancing is not 
possible outside. 

For middle school and 
high school football and 
volleyball games, the 
games will not be open to 
the general public. 

Specifically for high 
school football and vol-
leyball games, each player 
or cheerleader will get five 
paper passes to distribute 
to five family members for 
the duration of the season. 
The passes will be signed 
by the person, and they 
are non-transferable to 
others during the season. 
Passes will be checked at 
the door or gate and family 
groups will be encouraged 
to sit together and socially 
distance from others. Sea-
son pass holders will be 
encouraged to register on 
a Google Document in case 
contact tracing has to be 

done at a later time. 
Passes won’t be issued 

for middle school football 
and volleyball games but 
games will only be open to 
family members. 

For cross-country and 
girls’ golf, there are no 
restrictions on specta-
tors due to the ability to 
socially distance and the 
fewer number of specta-
tors at events.

For away games, it be-
comes a bit more complicat-
ed, noted athletic director 
Koll Fjelstad, because not 
all schools are implement-
ing the exact same guide-
lines. For example, St. Croix 
Falls is not allowing any 
visiting team spectators. 
Conversely, Cumberland is 
not restricting attendance 
and only encouraging at-
tendance be limited to four 
to six members per family. 
When traveling to an away 
game, C-W must follow 
the hosting school’s rules 
and limits for spectators 
and communicating these 
different guidelines to 
families and fans will be a 
challenge. Fjelstad said the 
week before away games 
are scheduled, information 
on any spectator restric-
tions will be passed along 
to athletes and parents, as 
well as the community via 
the school’s website. 

Beyond that, circumstanc-
es could change, meaning 
more or fewer spectators 
could be allowed at home 
or away 
games. 

Carl Cooley | Chetek alert

Chetek Harvest Fest a bit different, but plenty of fall fun had
The end-of-summer bash, Harvest Fest, was held on Saturday, Sept. 12, in downtown Chetek. 
The main event, the craft fair, flea market and farmers market, was held but a few other 
events were canceled. But many people turned out for the fun event. Pictured above, a fam-
ily poses in front of Ron Ekstrom’s table with the toys their children bought that morning at 
the craft fair. See more Harvest Fest photos on Page A8.

 
SEE SPORTS, PAgE A7

The Chetek Common 
Council voted to increase 
the city’s pet limit from 
two to three cats or dogs 
at a regular council meet-
ing on Sept. 8.

Chetek Mayor Jeff 
Martin said there were 
many dogs and cats in 
the city, which he noticed 
when he was campaign-
ing for mayor. The council 
often hears requests for 
residents to exceed the pet 
limit, usually on a tempo-
rary basis.

Martin said if the limit 
was raised, there will be 
those asking to exceed 
it. Chetek Police Chief 
Ron Ambrozatis agreed. 
“If you have three, you’ll 
have people who want 
four,” he said.

Ambrozaitis noted of-
ficers don’t actively check 
residences to count pets, 
but if it comes up during 
a call, they will follow up 
on it. Not all of the pets 
are temporary pets, such 
as watching a relative’s 

or adult child’s pet when 
they move, he said.

Chetek City Clerk/Trea-
surer Carmen Newman 
noted there is a $25 appli-
cation fee for pets. 

Council member Terry 
Hight, Ward 3, was 
against regulating cats, as 
most owners were respon-
sible for them and kept 
them inside. 

Council member Earl 
Grover, Ward 2, said time 
limits 
should 
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