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Newspaper office 
closed Thursday, 
Friday, Nov. 28–29

The Chetek Alert 
office will be closed on 
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 
28, and Friday, Nov. 29.

The office will be 
open for normal hours 
again on Monday, 
Dec. 2. During closed 
hours, a drop box at 
the front door can be 
used to drop off article 
or ad submissions and 
contest entries. 

Michael Perry in 
‘Where I Come 
From’ PBS special

A new special on PBS 
Wisconsin will feature 
former New Auburn 
resident, best-selling 
author, humorist, 
musician and farmer 
Michael Perry.

“Michael Perry: 
Where I Come From” 
will premiere on 
Monday, Dec. 2, at 7 
p.m. on PBS Wisconsin. 
In the special, Perry 
will share stories of 
growing up in rural 
Wisconsin and of how 
family, friends and 
life experiences have 
shaped his work.

A former Cameron 
resident and now published 
author had a new book 
featured on the New York 
Time’s top-ten list of best-
selling audiobooks earlier 
this month.

Dakota Krout 
grew up in Cam-
eron and now 
lives in Grand 
Forks, N.D. He 
has written and 
published nine 
books—soon to 
be 12—in the 
growing fan-
tasy and LitRPG 
(literary role 
playing game) 
genres.

“Raze: Comple-
tionist Chron-
icles Series,” 
by Krout, was 
published in 
July, with the audiobook, 
narrated by Luke Daniels, 
released this month. 

The Chetek Alert spoke 
with Krout via phone last 
week, to learn more about 
the book and the genres it 
belongs to.

Krout writes epic fantasy, 
a genre where multiple 
books make up a series 
and they take place over an 
extended period of time. 
Examples include J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, 
George R.R. Martin’s A Song 

of Ice and Fire and Frank 
Herbert’s Dune series. 

Krout’s books also fall 
in the LitRPG genre. Like 
in science fiction, where 
there is a reality and phys-

ics within the 
fantasy, LitRPG 
novels have 
video game-
like worlds 
and rules. In 
J.K. Rowling’s 
Harry Potter 
series, Rowl-
ing can simply 
change the 
magic to fit the 
story, but in 
Krout’s books, 
he must stick 
to the rules of 
the world he 
has created.

“It’s swords 
and sorcery, 

all constrained within a 
video game,” Krout said. 
“Everything is quantified. 
It’s normal fantasy, but it’s 
extremely understandable 
and game-like.”

That being said, like a 
video game, if his main 
character dies, they can 
come back again and try it 
again, Krout added.

Teens to people in their 
60s have picked up his 
books and found them en-
joyable, 
however, 

Woman crossing Hwy. 25 
struck, killed Wednesday

A Dallas woman, who 
was crossing the road to 
retrieve mail from her 
mailbox, was struck and 
fatally injured by a vehicle 
on Hwy. 25, Wednesday 
night, Nov. 20.

The crash was reported 
at 5:13 p.m. by the driver 
of the vehicle. Barron 
County sheriff’s deputies, 
Barron Fire Department, 
first responders and Life 
Link III helicopter were 
dispatched to the scene in 
the 600 block of Hwy. 25, 
south of Hillsdale.

The Barron County Sher-
iff’s Department said Jode-
an Lindemer, 64, of Dallas, 
was flown by Life Link III 

helicopter to an Eau Claire 
hospital. She later died due 
to her injuries.

The driver was identi-
fied as Kami Wagner, 43, 
of Prairie Farm. Wagner 
was not injured.

Barron County Sher-
iff Chris Fitzgerald said 
weather, such as fog, did 
not appear to be a fac-
tor at the time, but it was 
dark. At this time, no 
charges for Wagner were 
expected related to the 
crash itself.

“The case remains under 
investigation, but at this 
time, this appears to be a 
tragic accident,” Fitzger-
ald said.

Man airlifted, seven vehicles damaged in crash
A two-vehicle collision 

at CTH B and CTH SS 
north of Rice Lake sent 
the two vehicles careening 
into the parking lot at The 
Country Inn Supper Club, 
causing damage to the 
building and five other 
parked vehicles.

The crash happened at 
6:07 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 23, according to the 
Barron County Sheriff’s 
Department. Barron 

County sheriff’s deputies, 
Wisconsin State Patrol, 
Rice Lake Fire Depart-
ment, Bear Lake-Haugen 
Fire Department, Chetek 
Ambulance Service, 
Marshfield Medical Cen-
ter Ambulance, Cumber-
land Ambulance, Life 
Link III helicopter and 
North Memorial helicop-
ter responded.

The initial investigation 
showed that Brent Burns, 

of Rice Lake, was driving 
east on CTH B and failed 
to stop at the intersection 
of CTH SS. Burns’ Chev-
rolet Suburban struck a 
Chevrolet Equinox, driven 
by Dillen Metheny, of 
Springbrook, traveling 
south on CTH SS. The 
Equinox was struck in the 
middle/front on the pas-
senger side.

The 
two 

Photo CouRtesy of BARRoN CouNty sheRiff’s DePARtmeNt

A silver Chevrolet Equinox, center left, hit three other vehicles in The Country Inn 
Supper Club parking lot after it was struck by a Chevrolet Suburban, at right, at the 
intersection of CTH SS and CTH B, north of Rice Lake. A passenger in the Equinox was 
airlifted to St. Mary’s Medical Center in Duluth.

Members of the Chetek 
Lutheran Chancel Choir 
had a successful trip to 
New York City, N.Y., where 
they joined a 250-member 
choir and performed a 
Christmas cantata at the 
prestigious Carnegie Hall 

on Nov. 17.
The concert, titled “Sing! 

Christmas Dreams,” show-
cased the works of Jo-
seph Martin and Heather 
Sorenson. Last year, the 
local chancel choir per-
formed Martin’s cantata 

“Christmas Dreams” at 
Chetek Lutheran Church. 
The concert was produced 
by Distinguished Concerts 
International New York.

The Carnegie Hall con-
cert 
took 

N.Y. concert was ‘once-in-a-lifetime experience’

Photo CouRtesy of BRuCe KAmRAth

Sixteen members of the Chetek Lutheran Church Chancel Choir pose for a photo in New 
York City, N.Y., where they performed with a 250-member choir at Carnegie Hall on Nov. 17.
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Once again, the Chetek-
Weyerhaeuser Area School 
District ranks as one of 
the highest-performing 
districts in the region and 
in the top 20 percent of 
districts in the state of 
Wisconsin after receiving a 
rating of “Exceeds Expecta-
tions” on the state report 
card scores. The report 
cards were just released for 
the 2018–19 school year.

As part of Wisconsin’s 
push to a statewide ac-
countability system for 
school districts, the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction released 
school report cards for all 
schools and districts in the 
state. Each school earns a 
score, called an account-
ability index score, from 0 
to 100. The scores evaluate 
not only the effectiveness 
of the school district but 
also hold schools account-
able for ensuring students 
receive the education and 
skills necessary to be suc-
cessful in a career or post-
secondary institution.

The accountability index 

score is based on the 
school’s performance in 
four priority areas:

• Student achievement in 
reading and mathematics 
on state tests

• Student growth mea-
sured by improvements in 
achievement

• Closing gaps in perfor-
mance between specific 
student groups (i.e. low-in-
come students or students 
with disabilities)

• On-track/postsecond-
ary readiness, including 
graduation or attendance 
rates, reading and math 
achievement and ACT par-
ticipation and performance

In addition, the school 
report card displays the 
school’s performance on 
three areas of student en-
gagement, including state 
test participation rates in 
reading and mathematics, 
absenteeism and student 
dropout rates.

Based on the perfor-
mance in the above areas, 
schools are given one of 
five rat-
ings—

Chetek-Weyerhaeuser district 
receives high marks from state
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Shop locally on 
Small Business 
Saturday, Nov. 30

Black Friday, Nov. 29, 
is a huge day for Ameri-
cans looking for door-
buster deals for gifts 
for family and friends. 
Shoppers are also 
encouraged to take 
advantage of Small 
Business Saturday, on 
Nov. 30, and shop at 
local businesses.

Small businesses add 
uniqueness to a com-
munity, and they help 
to keep tax dollars in 
the community. They 
also provide a valuable 
resource and donate 
funds to local organi-
zations and schools.

An ad listing of some 
local businesses offer-
ing gift certificates can 
be found on Page B10.

Shop small and shop 
Chetek this Saturday.

NYT’s top picks list features 
former resident’s audiobook
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CouRtesy of DAKotA KRout

“Raze,” published by 
Dakota Krout.

Dallas’ Willow Wisp Trading features local artisans

CARl Cooley | CheteK AleRt

Nancy Frank, above left, opened Willow Wisp Trading, in Dallas, in October. The store 
is located in the old McIntyre Memorial Library building and features works by local 
artisans. At right, is one of the local artisans, Murphy van Benschoten, of Dallas.

Opening on Oct. 5, on 
Dallas’ Oktoberfest, Wil-
low Wisp Trading opened 
on main street in Dallas.

Nancy Frank, owner 
of the store, took over 
the building after Dal-
las’ McIntyre Memorial 

Library moved out and the 
building’s future became 
uncertain. She renovated 
the floors and ceiling and 
painted the walls.

Now, Frank has secured 
it’s future as the place to 
go in Dallas to find works 

from local artisans. She 
features 26 different arti-
sans from within 40 miles 
of Dallas.

They include paint-
ings and prints by Gayle 
Adams, 
mittens 

 
SEE WIlloW, PAgE A9

http://chetekalert.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=61561734-dd4c-58db-96c9-9b92a78684d1
http://chetekalert.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=61561734-dd4c-58db-96c9-9b92a78684d1
http://chetekalert.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=61561734-dd4c-58db-96c9-9b92a78684d1
http://chetekalert.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=61561734-dd4c-58db-96c9-9b92a78684d1
http://chetekalert.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=61561734-dd4c-58db-96c9-9b92a78684d1
http://chetekalert.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=61561734-dd4c-58db-96c9-9b92a78684d1
http://chetekalert.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=61561734-dd4c-58db-96c9-9b92a78684d1
http://chetekalert.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=61561734-dd4c-58db-96c9-9b92a78684d1

