
The former location of 
the Chetek Cafe has been 
sold by the city to Russ 
Chester, owner of sev-
eral properties, including 
Skyway Repair on Second 
Street. Chester’s bid of 
$27,790 was accepted by 
the Chetek Common Coun-
cil at a special meeting on 
Monday, June 22.

A competing bid of 
$20,000 was from Jason 
Fostvedt and his son, Na-
than Fostvedt. They had a 
plan to immediately build 
a commercial building for 
a craft spirits store, with 
a ground-floor apartment 
in the back.

The city purchased 
the property in 2018 for 
$170,000. This allowed 
Chetek Cafe owners Nor-
bert and Patty Wojke to 
purchase the Bob’s Grill 
building and move their 
business. The city tore 
down the old building in 
January 2019. Demolition 
and asbestos abatement 
cost a total of $47,150.

Fostvedts’ and Chester’s 
bids were taken in a sealed-

bid process. The city’s 
plan commission voted on 
Thursday, June 18, to rec-
ommend Fostvedt’s bid be 
accepted by the council.

The council discussed 
each bid on June 22. Coun-
cil member Earl Grover, 
Ward 2, said he wanted to 
hear from Chester, who 
was present at the council 
meeting but not at the plan 
commission meeting. 

Chetek Mayor Jeff Martin 
noted the commission 
likely voted for Fostvedts 
because they were at that 
meeting and had a plan.

Chester apologized and 
said he thought approval 
was based on the highest 
bid, not what bid and plan 

was most advantageous.  
Therefore, on Monday, he 

presented a plan for a com-
mercial rental building. He 
would seek out businesses 
to rent it and planned to 
build in two to three years. 
The building would be set 
back 4 feet from Second 
Street to allow for better 
visibility from Stout Street. 
The lot would also have 
ample parking and room 
to pile snow in the winter.

Chester owns Skyway 
Repair and the building 
(rented out to Great Pines 
Plaza) that is directly 
north of the vacant lot. 
Part of Great Pines Plaza’s 
build-
ing 
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Fireworks, craft fairs, flyover, 
more at Chetek Liberty Fest

By JERIlEA HEnDRIck | lADySmITH nEwS

A Rusk County employee 
of 42 years has entered a 
plea agreement on two of 12 
charges related to an alleged 
10-year-long scheme of 
defrauding the county out 
of $702,351.

Sandra L. Stiner, 66, 
began as a receptionist in 
1976 and retired in January 
2019 as the child sup-
port manager in the Rusk 
County Health and Human 
Services Department. 

The criminal complaint 
filed by the United States 
District Court alleges Stiner 
defrauded Rusk County out 
of $702,351 to pay for a va-
riety of personal expenses. 
Stiner was charged with 10 
felony charges of wire fraud 
and two felony counts of ag-
gravated identity theft. 

According to a U.S. De-
partment of Justice plea 
agreement, Stiner agreed to 
plead guilty to two of her 
12 charges. The penalties of 
these two charges carry a 
punishment of at least two 
years’ and up to 22 years’ 
incarceration, $500,200 in 
fines, four years of super-
vised release or a combi-
nation of those penalties. 
Stiner will also be required 
to enter into an appropriate 
restitution order.

In the plea agreement, 
Stiner agreed to pay restitu-
tion for all losses related to 
her offenses. Restitution of 

the loss amount is totaled at 
$702,351.

Forfeiture allegation will 
require Stiner to forfeit to 
the United States District 
Court any property consti-
tuting or that derived from 
the traceable proceeds that 
resulted from the scheme. 

In the event the 
United States is 
unable to locate or 
retrieve the property 
Stiner purchased, 
the United States 
District Court will be 
entitled to the for-
feiture of substitute 
property, including 
her home, camper, 
monthly lifetime 
pension, furniture, jewelry, 
electronics, vehicles and 
funds in any bank account 
owned by Stiner. She will be 
required to surrender the 
cash value of her life insur-
ance policies and any other 
property deemed of value to 
pay restitution.

The complaint alleges 
Stiner used the funds for 
various personal expenses, 
including $263,631 in credit 
card payments, $200,153 in 
cash withdrawals, $50,009 
in retail shopping charges, 
$20,118 in iTunes charges, 
$18,620 in car loan pay-
ments, $14,741 in utility 
payments, $41,899 in home 
mortgage payments and 
$3,992 for a French bulldog.

In addition to the maxi-
mum penalties, any violation 

of the supervised release 
term could lead to an addi-
tional term of imprisonment.

Prior to sentencing, Stin-
er has agreed to complete 
a financial statement to de-
termine net worth and cash 
flow. The United States’ 
agreement to the plea 

agreement, sentenc-
ing and submitted 
financial informa-
tion will be based, 
in part, on Stiner’s 
full and truthful 
accounting and her 
efforts to make the 
agreed-upon im-
mediate restitution 
payments.

According to the 
criminal complaint, around 
June 2010 and continuing 
until Stiner’s retirement on 
Jan. 15, 2019, it was dis-
covered Stiner knowingly, 
and with intent to defraud, 
devised and participated in a 
scheme to defraud the Rusk 
County HHS department and 
obtained money and prop-
erty by means of materially 
false and fraudulent pretens-
es, representations, promises 
and by the concealment of 
material facts.

A La Crosse home-based 
individualized therapy ser-
vices company was founded 
in 2007 to provide service in 
western Wisconsin, including 
Rusk and Price counties. The 
therapy service company 
contacted Rusk County to 
provide services and initially 

billed the counties directly.
Later the billing went 

directly to the state of Wis-
consin’s Health and Human 
Services Medicaid portal, 
called ForwardHealth. The 
therapy services company 
provided services for one 
child in Rusk County in 
2009; however, the services 
were discontinued after one 
week due to staffing issues.

The founding doctor 
communicated with clients, 
agencies and staff by email; 
however, following inves-
tigation it was determined 
the doctor did not commu-
nicate with a Gmail email 
account. Investigation re-
vealed Stiner had created a 
Gmail email account in the 
doctor’s name to communi-
cate with Rusk County.

The complaint alleges the 
company used a U.S. Bank 
account and used a different 
logo and address on its in-
voices than was discovered 
during investigation.

Stiner misappropri-
ated money from HHS by 
creating and submitting 
fictitious invoices from the 
therapy services company 
for nonexistent intensive 
in-home autism services for 
twin boys in Price County.

It was determined Stiner 
bypassed the internal 
controls of HHS and the 
Rusk County Finance De-
partment by engaging in a 
variety of fraudulent and 
misleading conduct.

The complaint alleges 
Stiner lied to the HHS direc-
tor and finance director 
when questioned about 
the payments made to the 
therapy services company. 
Stiner created a false story 
by telling her supervisors 
that because of a conflict of 
interest with Price County 
HHS paying for therapy 
services, Rusk County HHS 
was brought in to handle 
the payments to therapy 
services company. She also 
allegedly lied about being 
authorized to use the Youth 
Aids Allocation from the 
State of Wisconsin.

Stiner submitted the 
therapy services company 
invoices directly to the Rusk 
County finance director, 
instead of submitting them 
to the Rusk County HHS 
finance manager for ap-
proval and coding. Stiner 
also created fake initials on 
the invoices to make it ap-
pear as if someone in Price 
County HHS had approved 
the invoices. She then put 
her own initials on the 
invoices to show purported 
approval by the HHS finance 
department and wrote down 
the general ledger account 
to show the proper coding 
of the payment.

Stiner either hand-deliv-
ered or emailed the fake 
therapy services company 
invoices to the Rusk County 
finance 
director.

Guilty plea for embezzlement from former Rusk County child support manager
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Meal deliveries halt, 
restart for pickup at 
Roselawn Elementary 

Final meal deliveries 
for the Chetek-Weyer-
haeuser Area School 
District school year will 
be this Friday, June 26. 

Meals will be avail-
able again beginning 
Monday, July 6, for 
pickup only, at Roselawn 
Elementary. This will be 
open to any children age 
18 and under. Pickup 
will run Monday through 
Thursday, from 11–11:45 
a.m., at the northside 
alleyway entrance near 
the Roselawn cafeteria. 
That day’s lunch and the 
next morning’s break-
fast will be available.  
There will be no meals 
provided on Fridays.

In order to participate, 
students and families 
will need to contact 
Sandy Stevens at 715-
924-2226, ext. 2057, or 
email sstevens@cwasd.
k12.wi.us.

If you don’t want a 
ticket ... just click it

As part of year-round 
safety efforts, the Rice 
Lake Police Depart-
ment and the Chippewa 
County Sheriff’s Office 
join other Wisconsin law 
enforcement agencies 
in the Click It or Ticket 
seat belt mobilization 
from Monday, June 22, 
to Sunday, July 5.

Wisconsin’s seat belt 
use rate stands at 90.2 
percent—the highest 
ever. Still, 44 percent of 
the car and light truck 
occupants killed in state 
traffic crashes last year 
were not buckled up. 

As always, the goal 
is not to stop or cite 
motorists. The empha-
sis is on public educa-
tion and voluntary 
compliance with traffic 
laws designed to keep 
everyone safe. 

Donations needed for 
Chetek Liberty Fest 
fireworks display

Donations are 
needed to help support 
the fireworks at Liberty 
Fest on Saturday, July 4.

Donations are being 
collected at Sterling 
Bank in Chetek and at 
The Chetek Alert and 
can be mailed to the 
Chetek Chamber of 
Commerce at P.O. Box 
747, Chetek, WI 54278.

Checks should be 
made to the Chetek 
Chamber of Commerce 
and include “fireworks” 
in the memo line.

Former Chetek Cafe lot sold to high bidderParking, traffic a concern 
for Kroeze concert at Red’s

Chris Kroeze is playing 
two concerts in Chetek 
over the Fourth of July 
weekend, with one of the 
concerts planned for Red’s 
on Friday evening, July 3.

Owner of Red’s, Josh 
Heidemann, was request-
ing a permit for the event 
at a special meeting of the 
Chetek Common Council 
on Monday evening, June 
22. The permit would al-
low a temporary change to 
Red’s alcohol license and 
let them to serve alcohol 
in the parking lot and west 
lawn. The areas would be 
fenced in, he said. 

Kroeze would be playing 
on a stage in the parking 
lot, Heidemann said, and 
there would be food and 
beverage vendors in the 
parking lot and west lawn. 
There would also be porta 
pottys in the lawn. People 
would be hired to direct 
traffic and parking would 
be in the Gotham Park 
property, near the Chetek 

Dog Park. 
The music would end at 

10 p.m. The permit also al-
lowed outdoor music, noted 
Clerk/Treasurer Carmen 
Newman.

Historically, the city has 
been generous with grant-
ing premise changes to 
Red’s. Last year, premise 
changes for six events, plus 
Liberty Fest events, were 
approved. 

Asked by the council, 
Chetek Police Chief Ron 
Ambrozaitis said there 
were several concerns: the 
number of people, where 
they would all park and 
traffic around the event.

Ambrozaitis said he was 
not against the event and 
wanted to see it happen. 
But Kroeze would draw a 
large crowd—especially 
when other events have 
been canceled—and a more 
detailed plan was needed. 

“It’s the first day of the 
biggest 
event we 

SuBMitted photo

Setting sun makes a beautiful mix of red, orange, pink, violet hues
Lisa Abbott submitted this photo of the sunset on Friday evening, June 19, over Pokegama Lake. 
While it is often said dust and pollution cause colorful sunsets, the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration notes red and orange skies are created when air molecules (not dust or 
pollution) “scatter” away the blue light as the setting sun’s light rays travel through the atmo-
sphere (and this is why the sky appears blue). Small particles high up in the atmosphere from 
volcanic eruptions and blue light scattered down can create the purple hues seen at twilight.

Liberty Fest will be a bit 
different this year in light 
of the ongoing coronavi-
rus pandemic, and while 
some signature events are 
not happening, others are 
continuing and several new 
events have been created. 

Instead of the parade, 
there will be a flyover, 
anthem and flag raising on 
the Long Bridge at 12 p.m. on 
Saturday, July 4. The bridge 
will be closed to vehicle traf-
fic and open to pedestrians. 
If there is inclement weather, 
the event and flyover will be 
canceled. Fireworks will be at 
dark (10 p.m.) on July 4.

A new craft and ven-
dor event will be at The 
Mill from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on July 4. More than 27 
vendors will be inside and 

outside of The Mill. The 
Owen Knutson Memorial 
Wooden Bat Tournament 
will be held at the city ball 
field during the weekend. 
Local bands will play at 
Chetek establishments. 

Not happening this year 
are the Liberty Fest Parade, 
Beach Party, Kids’ Activities 
at Phillips Park, Gary Hau-
gen Softball Tournament, 
Vintage Voyagers’ Blast 
from the Past car show, 
World’s Fare music and food 
truck event at Phillips Park 
and Stitching Sisters’ Lib-
erty Fest Quilt Show at The 
Center. There is no shuttle. 
The Chetek Alert will not 
be publishing a Liberty Fest 
brochure this year.

See the full schedule on 
Page A7.
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The vacant lot, owned by the city and formerly home of the 
Chetek Cafe, will be sold to Russ Chester with a bid of $27,790. 
Chester owns the properties to the north, right, of the lot.

Sandra
Stiner
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