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Community Easter 
Egg Hunt, April 13

The Community 
Easter Egg Hunt will 
be held on Saturday, 
April 13.

Children in fourth 
grade and younger are 
invited to participate 
in this egg hunt, which 
starts promptly at 9:30 
a.m. at the Chetek-Wey-
erhaeuser High School/
Middle School gym.

Children must be 
accompanied by an 
adult. Make sure to 
bring a basket or bag 
to collect the eggs in. 
Those attending may 
even be lucky enough 
to have a visit from the 
Easter Bunny.

Since the hunt will 
be held inside, it will 
be held rain or shine. 
The hunt is sponsored 
by the Chetek Luther-
an, Dovre Lutheran 
and St. Boniface 
Catholic churches.

Donate to local 
pantries with Boy 
Scout food drive

This past Sunday, 
April 7, local scouts 
from Boy Scouts Pack 
#21 & Troop #29, of 
Chetek, put door hang-
ers out to collect for the 
local food pantry. Place 
any nonperishable 
food items in plastic 
bags, boxes or cartons 
outside your front door 
to be picked up. No 
perishable or frozen 
items will be accepted.

Scouts will pick up 
food on Saturday, April 
13, starting at 9 a.m.

If a bag does not get 
picked up, contact one 
of the following Scout 
leaders; they will make 
arrangements to pick 
up items:

• Janice Gordon: 715-
828-2312

• Lloyd Persons: 715-
764-2078

• Nathan Pierce: 715-
764-9297

• Jason Lybert: 715-
403-2229

All food is donated to 
local food pantries.

The Chetek Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its 
annual Chetek Chamber 
Banquet on Tuesday, April 
23, at R Bar, located at 
1190 25th St., Cameron. 
Social hour and registra-
tion begins at 5:30 p.m., 
with dinner and the 
Chamber presentation 
beginning at 6 p.m.

The group will:
• Discuss the annual 

budget.
• Review how the Cham-

ber benefits businesses.
• Review how the 

Chamber Facebook page 
and website can promote 
businesses.

• Review how to take 
advantage of the informa-

tion booth.
• Learn more about the 

Visitors Guide.
• Review how Chamber 

Bucks work.
• Announce the Cham-

ber Volunteer of the Year.
All Chamber mem-

bers are invited to join 
the group for a night of 
camaraderie, information, 
door prizes and dinner. 
All attendees will also be 
entered into a drawing to 
win door prizes, which 
include a cooler filled 
with adult beverages, 
gift baskets and $100 in 
Chamber Bucks.

To RSVP, email aswan-
son@sterlingbank.ws by 
Wednesday, April 10.

Chetek Chamber Banquet 
features discussion, prizes

Snowstorm predicted later 
this week, impacting travel

Winter is coming, and 
we’re not talking about 
the hit HBO series “Game 
of Thrones” returning 
for its final season, but a 
blustery April snowstorm 
this week.

The National Weather 
Service was predicting 6 
to 12 inches of snow and 
a tenth of an inch of ice 
between Wednesday after-
noon, April 10, and Friday 
afternoon, April 12.

Most of the snow is ex-
pected Wednesday evening 
and into Thursday, with 
1 to 2 inches falling per 
hour at times. The system 
would be moving across 
central and South Central 
Minnesota to western and 
Northwest Wisconsin.

“Confidence is high that 
a band of heavy snow will 
reach central and western 

Minnesota Wednesday eve-
ning and continue through 
Thursday, tapering off in 
intensity gradually Thurs-
day night,” the NWS said 
on Tuesday, April 9.

The Barron County area 
would likely see mixed 
precipitation in the form 
of rain, snow and sleet, but 
that was subject to change, 
the NWS said. Winds could 
gust as high as 50 mph.

Lows of 29 degrees were 
predicted for Wednesday 
evening, with highs of 
34 degrees for Thursday 
and lows of 29 degrees for 
Thursday night.

As of Tuesday, the re-
gion was under a winter 
storm watch, meaning 
there was potential for 
snow, sleet or ice ac-
cumulations that could 
impact travel.
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Dan “Bimbo” Gifford, pictured above, marked 50 years serving on the Cameron Fire Depart-
ment as of this April. He started at the age of 16 in 1969, helping fight grass fires.

50 years of firefighting
Gifford marks five decades with Cameron Fire Department

By CARl CoolEy

Fifty years ago this April, 
Dan “Bimbo” Gifford, of 
Cameron, joined the Cam-
eron Fire Department.

“I got on in April of 1969,” 
Gifford recalled. He was 16 
years old at the time.

“They wanted young 
people to fight spring grass 
fires,” Gifford said. He and 
his brother, Dick, signed 
up, joining their father, 
Ivan, who was already a 
firefighter, as was Gifford’s 
grandfather. 

Over the years, he has 
served with five fire chiefs. 
First it was Bob Jenkinson, 
then Bud Leisz, Glen Han-
sen, Tim Ebner and now 
Mitch Hansen. Gifford has 
held nearly every job in the 
department and is current-
ly the assistant fire chief.

Gifford doesn’t know the 
exact number of calls he’s 
gone on, but he estimates 
it’s more than 2,500. Nowa-
days, the CFD gets called 
out to around 80 calls a 
year, and Gifford is able to 
respond to around 50 of 
them. It’s fewer than years 
before, he said.

“We used to have more 
fires years ago when 
people were burning wood 
(stoves).” Gifford said. 
“Very few chimney fires,” 
he said of recent years. 

“Maybe one a year. It used 
to be one a week.”

Grass fires used to be 
more common too, as were 
barn fires, usually caused 
by green hay smoldering 
and igniting in the haymow.

“Once in awhile, we got 
calls to get cats out of 
trees,” Gifford said.

Besides the nature of 
calls, the equipment has 
changed too. Today, their 
equipment and training is 
continuously updated to 
follow National Fire Protec-
tion Association standards. 

“When I first got on, you 
had rubber coats. When 
you got near a fire, they 
started cooking you,” 
Gifford recalled. “Boots 
weren’t much too.”

The old airpacks—their 
airmasks and tanks—made 
you look like a spaceman, 
Gifford said. For some 
reason, after they were 
used, they had to remove 
and puncture the canister 
underwater—something 
they don’t do anymore.

He helped fight the Oak 
Creek fire in Washburn 
County, which burned 
11,000 to 12,000 acres in 
1980, and responded to 
the tornados in the area, 
including the tornados 
that hit Canton years ago 
and the May 2017 tornado 
in Chetek. 

Some fires or accidents 
he has responded to will 
remain with him for life, 
Gifford said. Those are the 
really bad ones.

“The ones that bother 
me are the ones where 
people’s houses burn down 
just before Christmas,” 
Gifford said.

But overall, Gifford said he 
enjoys being a firefighter.

“Grabbing a hose and 
fighting a fire. I just love 
it,” he said. 

More than 200 people 
commented on Gifford’s 
Facebook page, thank-
ing him for his years of 
service. One woman com-
mented how Gifford and 
his brother saved her life 
when her face was cut with 
a broken beer bottle.

While any department 
struggles with finding 
enough volunteers to fill 
its ranks, the CFD is doing 
well. Gifford went out and 
recruited from businesses 
in Cameron a few years ago 
because the fire depart-
ment had too many mem-
bers that worked outside 
of Cameron during the 
day, meaning they couldn’t 
respond. Now they have a 
number of firefighters that 
can respond from busi-
nesses near the fire hall.

“We 
have 
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By CARl CoolEy

The local state public 
defender’s office for Barron 
and Rusk counties handled 
1,850 cases from July 1, 
2017, to June 30, 2018.

Of that number, 1,088 
cases were handled by a 
staff of four staff attor-
neys, while the rest—762 
cases—had to be assigned 
to private attorneys, who 
were paid $40 per hour for 
their work, the lowest rate 
in the nation, according to 
State Public Defender Kelli 
Thompson. This low rate 
has made it difficult to find 
private attorneys to take 
on these cases, but a rate 
increase has been proposed 
to fix that problem.

State public defense at-
torneys are crucial to the 
criminal justice system. 
When a person is charged 
with a crime and they can-
not afford to hire an attor-
ney to represent them, they 
are still guaranteed legal 
representation via the Sixth 
and 14th Amendments 
of the U.S. Constitution. 
A staff attorney from the 
Wisconsin State Public De-
fender’s Office is appointed 
to the defendant’s case. 

But occasionally, staff 
attorneys have a conflict 
of interest or already have 

too many cases to take on a 
new one. When this hap-
pens, a private attorney is 
hired to take it.

“The nation’s lowest 
private bar hourly rate is 
having a severe impact on 
defendants, victims and 
counties,” Thompson said 
in late February. 
“Fewer and fewer at-
torneys are willing 
to accept appoint-
ments in conflict-
of-interest cases; 
defendants are 
being forced to wait 
weeks, often while 
in custody, to have 
an attorney appoint-
ed in their case.”

A private attorney rate 
increase has been proposed 
in the new two-year state 
budget by Gov. Tony Evers. 
The budget proposal calls 
for a $70-per-hour rate for 
private attorneys and merit 
pay for staff attorneys. Sup-
porters say it will help the 
system that is overloaded 
with cases.

Around the state there 
are 40 state public de-
fender offices. Ryan Ray-
mond is the local attorney 
manager and an assistant 
state public defender for 
the office that covers Bar-
ron and Rusk counties. All 
attorneys under Thompson 

are called assistant state 
public defenders. His office 
has four attorneys, includ-
ing himself, along with 
one part-time investigator, 
one legal associate and one 
part-time legal secretary. 

“We represent indigent 
defendants in all types of 

criminal cases and 
kids in juvenile 
delinquency mat-
ters and juvenile in 
need of protection 
or services (JIPS) 
cases,” Raymond 
explained. “In some 
circumstances, we 
represent kids in 
Child in Need of 
Protection or Ser-

vices (CHIPS) cases. 
“We also represent 

parents in Termination 
of Parental Rights cases, 
those individuals who are 
subject to mental health 
commitments, and those 
facing the revocation of 
probation, parole or ex-
tended supervision.”

Raymond noted his of-
fice, while short-staffed, 
handled most of the cases 
during the previous fiscal 
year. But for cases where 
there was a conflict or 
overflow, they had to seek 
out a private attorney to 
take the 
case.

Rate change could help move public defender cases
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Mindy Hamilton is the 
newest member of the 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser 
Area School District 
Board of Education. She 
was elected as a write-in 
candidate in the April 2 
spring election.

She will officially join 
the board at the next regu-
lar board meeting 
on Tuesday, April 
23. She replaces 
Dave Bonczyk, 
who did not seek 
reelection.

Hamilton lives 
on a farm south 
of Weyerhaeuser 
with her husband 
of 16 years, Matt, 
and their two chil-
dren who attend CWASD.

She works as the reli-
gious education coordina-
tor at the cluster office 
at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, in Barron. Pre-
viously, she worked for 
Marshfield Clinic in Rice 
Lake for four years, but 
working at the church pro-
vides more flexibility to 
spend time with her fam-
ily, she said. Her husband 
is a custodian at Roselawn 
Elementary and both help 
run the farm, which she 
grew up on.

Hamilton said she is look-
ing forward to joining the 
school board and gaining 
a new perspective into how 
the district is run. Her deci-
sion to run for the school 
board came in a rather 
roundabout way, she said.

“Honestly, it was 

brought up in a conversa-
tion and I thought that it 
would be something I’d 
be interested in doing,” 
Hamilton said. 

That conversation and 
her decision to run came 
up after the deadline to 
register for the ballot, 
so that is why she was a 

registered write-in 
candidate. News of 
her candidacy was 
mostly spread via 
friends and family.

The unofficial 
vote count was 152 
votes for Hamilton 
who was running 
for one of two 
seats on the school 
board. Korie Lentz 

was reelected to the board 
with 1,352 votes. While 
Hamilton got a relatively 
small number of votes, she 
assured those that didn’t 
know about her or vote for 
her that she isn’t joining 
the school board with a 
hidden agenda. 

“There are no concerns 
or issues I have for the 
school district,” Hamilton 
said. “I think we have a 
great school district! They 
do a good job and have 
the bar set high from an 
academic standpoint that 
is so great for our stu-
dents and I’m excited to 
be a part of that.

Hamilton said she is also 
involved with the district’s 
Parent-Teacher Organiza-
tion, school events and is 
an active member of her 
church and parish cluster.

Hamilton joins C-W school 
board as write-in candidate

Mindy
Hamilton
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