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CN Railroad Police 
urge crossing safety 
for drivers, walkers

CN Railroad Police 
remind people to be 
safe and vigilant at rail 
crossings. There were 
more than 3,400 colli-
sions with vehicles and 
trains last year, result-
ing in more than 2,200 
injuries or fatalities. 

People and ve-
hicles should never 
go around or over 
lowered crossing gates 
and should not stop 
closer than 15 feet 
away from the nearest 
rail. People should not 
stop on the tracks. 

Be alert when ap-
proaching a crossing; 
do not be distracted 
by others or elec-
tronic devices; obey all 
railroad signs and sig-
nals; know that trains 
can come at any time, 
from either direction 
and on any track; 
and cross after you 
are certain the track 
is clear and no other 
trains are approach-
ing on other tracks. 

From above, State 
Patrol pilots tag 
speeding drivers

A Wisconsin State 
Patrol aircraft will 
conduct aerial traffic 
enforcement flights 
this week.

Weather permitting, 
the WSP Aerial Sup-
port Unit will patrol in 
Barron County along 
Hwy. 53 on Friday, 
Sept. 17. They will also 
operate along Hwy. 64 
in St. Croix County on 
Thursday, Sept. 16.

Aerial enforcement 
is part of WSP’s focus 
on public safety. From 
the air it’s much easier 
to spot drivers who are 
speeding or driving 
aggressively. When 
a pilot observes a 
violation, they com-
municate with ground-
based units to initiate a 
traffic stop.
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Roselawn safety patrol helps parents, students get to school safely
With the school year underway, many students (and parents) are walking to school. This year, 
Roselawn Elementary has started a safety patrol—or crossing guards—of fifth graders to help 
students, staff and families get across the street and into school safely. Pictured above, left to 
right, in the front row, are Kamerson Davis, Kaylee Hix, and Hailey Hetke; middle row, Blanka 
Beckel, Danika Paulson, and Hayden Horwath; back row, Jazmine Anderson and Harper Miller. 
Pictured below, Hayden Horwath helps a father and son cross the street in front of Roselawn.

Four people were found 
dead of gunshot wounds 
Sunday, Sept. 12, in an SUV 
abandoned in a cornfield in 
the Dunn County town of 
Sheridan, located south of 
Barron County’s town and 
village of Prairie Farm.

On Tuesday, Sept. 14, 
the Dunn County Sheriff’s 
Department identified the 
deceased as Nitosha Lee 
Flug-Presley, female, 30, of 
Stillwater, Minn.; Matthew 
Isiah Pettus, male, 26, of 
Saint Paul, Minn.; Loyace 

Foreman III, male, 35, of 
Saint Paul; and Jasmine 
Christine Sturm, female, 
30, of Saint Paul. 

Autopsies were per-
formed on all four victims 
on Monday, Sept. 13, by 
Ramsey County Medical 
Examiner’s Office and the 
preliminary examination 
shows that all four victims 
died from gunshot wounds.

Dunn County Sheriff 
Kevin Bygd said there is 
no danger to the public at 
this time.

“We are now confident 
that the suspect or sus-
pects left the area before 
the SUV or bodies were 
ever discovered,” he said 
in a press conference on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

No arrests had been made 
as of press time and Bygd 
said there is no known mo-
tive for the killings. 

The bodies were dis-
covered by a local farmer 
around 2 p.m. Sunday in 
a black 
SUV 

Four found dead in cornfield

ryan urban | barron neWs-shielD

A section of CTH VVV, southwest of Ridgeland, was taped off  Monday as investigators 
searched the area for evidence related to four murders. The bodies were found on Sunday, 
Sept. 12, in an SUV that was driven about 50 yards into a cornfield.
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A pandemic has done 
Barron County no favors 
in fighting methamphet-
amine use, but officials 
hope that a number of 
new initiatives will make 
a difference. 

Sheriff Chris Fitzgerald, 
Department of Health and 
Human Services director 
Stacey Frolik and other offi-
cials addressed the impact 
of meth in the area and an-
swered questions in a meth 
townhall event at Barron 
Area Community Center on 
Thursday, Sept. 9. 

U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson 
attended and spoke for 
just a couple minutes at 
the end of the townhall. 

Johnson indicated that 
he didn’t think additional 
federal legislation or fund-
ing would solve the prob-
lem, but that effort must 
happen at a local level. 

“The federal govern-
ment can print money to 
try and solve this prob-
lem. But it has to start 
here,” said Johnson. “It‘s 
about renewed faith, 

stronger families and 
supportive communities.”

Fitzgerald and Frolik 
touched on several initia-
tives to help curb meth use 
in northwest Wisconsin, 
which stands out for preva-
lent meth use, which takes 
a back seat to opioids in 
most parts of the country. 
Among people referred to 
alcohol and drug abuse 
programs, 53 percent of 
the time it’s for meth. 

Fitzgerald said prevention 
is key to the fight against 
meth and other substance 
abuse. He said underage 
drinking increased in 2020 
because compliance checks 
were shelved out of precau-
tion against the spread of 
COVID-19. He said meth use 
also increased in part for 
the same reason—a disrup-
tion of prevention efforts. 

The sheriff also said the 
fact that people had more 
money as a result of COVID-
19 stimulus payments, may 
also have contributed to 
more meth use.

“When people have 
money, 
they’re 

Barron County stepping up 
fight against meth once again
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City eyes 109-unit plan for
Knapp Street development

The timeline and plan for 
the city’s 39-acre housing 
development at the corner 
of Knapp and 15th streets 
were somewhat clearer 
following a meeting of the 
city council on Thursday, 
Sept. 9.

The council looked at 
two proposals; one from 
S.C. Swiderski and another 
from Northpointe Develop-
ment. The council decided 
that Swiderski’s better fit 
the city’s needs and goals.

Swiderski’s proposed 
plan calls for 109 units, 
which includes 17 single-
family homes, four duplex-
es and 84 units in multi-
family buildings. The 84 
units were included in two 
six-unit buildings, six four-
unit buildings and three 
16-unit apartment build-
ings (with a mix of one, two 
and three bedrooms). The 
single-family homes would 
be built along Knapp Street 
and sold off. The multi-
family buildings would 
become rentals owned by 
Swiderski and sit in the 
middle of the property.

Council member Terry 
Hight asked about project-
ed rental fees. 

Northpointe’s rents were 
projected to be lower by 
using various tax credits to 
attain a mix of low, mod-
erate and average income 
units. But that would also 
diminish the projected 
tax increment for the TID. 
Swiderski’s rents would 
be slightly higher, but so 
would the land values. 

The issue of land value 
was important because the 

city would need to borrow 
an estimated $2.3 million 
to construct a new water 
tower and related water 
and sewer infrastructure. 
Tax increment from the 
development would help 
pay for it. 

The tower is needed to 
provide enough water pres-
sure for fire sprinklers in 
the multi-unit buildings. 
The proposed plans call for 
the water tower to be built 
in the southwest corner 
along 15th Street.

Swiderski could build and 
sell single-family homes in 
2022 before the water tower 
was built, but that would 
depend on market demand. 
Likely, the city would need 
to plan for borrowing mon-
ey in 2023, with payments 
starting in 2024. 

The city has set up a tax 
increment district which 
can fund infrastructure 
improvements for the proj-
ect, but it could be several 
years later—such as 2026—
before the development 
had progressed enough to 
start generating a substan-
tial tax increment. 

City Clerk Carmen New-
man suggested the council 
ask if the developer can 
guarantee the city would 
see a tax increment by a 
certain deadline. 

“Realistically though, 
we’re going to have a year 
or two of loan payments 
until we get some tax 
increment in there,” New-
man said. 

Newman suggested the 
council 
have the 
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