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“DUNAMIS THERAPY is a very professional, clean and friendly atmosphere —like meeting up with 
old friends. They were very encouraging as well. Their number one priority was making sure I was 
able to do the same activities I was doing before my HIP REPLACEMENT, March 7, 2019. DUNAMIS 
made me feel like i was their only patient. They met me where I was physically, and we followed a 
steady increase of stretching and strengthening exercises. Today, I am 
able to ride horses and do the many outdoor activities I have always 
enjoyed doing. I want to thank DUNAMIS for taking the proper steps to 
ensure I was able to get back in the saddle again.” - Stacey Mitchell

AFTER Hip ReplacementPhysical Therapy
7**

Stacey Mitchell DUNAMIS Therapy & Fitness • 831 Dallas Street, Chetek • 715-925-2471 • Dunamistherapy.com

By CARl CoolEy AnD BoB ZIEnTARA

Jake T. Patterson will 
spend the rest of his living 
days in prison without 
chance for release after 
Barron County Judge James 
Babler handed down the 
maximum sentence in 
court on Friday, May 24.

Babler told Patterson he 
was the “embodiment of 
evil,” a dangerous indi-
vidual and that the public 
would only be safe if he 
were to remain locked up 
for life. It was a sentence 
asked for by prosecutors 
and Jayme Closs and mem-
bers of her family. 

Aunts, uncles and cous-
ins of Jayme were present 
at the emotional two-hour 
hearing that included—for 
the first time—the play-
ing of the 911 call made by 
Denise Closs on the night 
the crimes were commit-
ted, early on the morning 
of Monday, Oct. 15, 2018, 
when Patterson forced his 
way into the family’s rural 
Barron home.

VictiMs Ask foR 
MAxiMuM sentence

Six family members spoke 
during the sentencing hear-
ing, as well as an attorney 
representing Jayme Closs. 
They spoke with a common 
theme: Patterson had done 
great harm to their family 
and they asked the judge 
for the maximum possible 
sentence.

Sue Allard was the first 
to speak. She described the 
tragic phone call telling her 
that her sister and brother-
in-law were dead and 

Jayme was missing.
“Jayme lost everything,” 

Allard said. “My sister and 
her husband died trying to 
protect their family.”

Allard said she didn’t 
want others to experience 
this pain and Lindsey 
Smith, niece of James and 
Denise, told the court that 
Patterson was “one ex-
tremely terrible person.”

“You took her parents, 
home and childhood,” 
Lindsey Smith said.

Jennifer Smith, aunt of 
Jayme and now her guard-
ian, told the court how she 
had nightmares. 

“You have taken so much 
from myself and my fam-
ily,” Jennifer Smith said. 
“We don’t feel safe.”

She and Denise would 
make no new memories to-
gether, but Jennifer Smith 
said the family refused to 
let Patterson deny them 
future happiness. “I want 
justice for Denise, Jim and 
Jayme,” She said.

Kelly Engelhardt, James’ 
sister, spoke amid tears. 
She described a man who 
worked hard for 27 years at 
Jennie-O without complaint 
to support his family. She 
said the 88 days that Jayme 
was missing were filled 
with questions of if she 
was hungry or scared. It 
was 88 days of listening to 
speculation and talk about 
their family, she said.

“It is the hardest to see 
your family members 
suffer,” Englehardt said, 
asking for the maximum 
sentence to be handed 
down. “We need to know no 
one else will be hurt.”

Mike Closs, brother of 
James, recounted learning 
of his brother and sister-
in-law’s deaths and then 
having to tell his mother 
her son was dead.

“The hardest thing I’ve 
had to do,” Mike Closs said. 

Because of Patterson, 
Jayme’s parents wouldn’t 
be at her dance recitals and 
when she marries, James 
won’t be there to walk her 
down the aisle.

Most visibly affected 
was Jeff Closs, brother of 
James. “He terrorized my 
niece,” he said of Patterson.

JAyMe’s stAteMent
Chris Gramstrup, an at-

torney for the family, read 
a statement from Jayme. 

“Last October, Jake Patter-
son took a lot of things that 
I love from me,” the state-
ment read. “I loved my mom 
and dad very much and 
they loved me very much.”

Her parents and her 
home were the most impor-
tant things in life to her. 
They were gone and she 
cannot go back to her old 
house. “He took them away 
from me in a way that will 
always leave me with a hor-
rifying memory,” she said.

Now, she cannot go out 
in public without anxiety, 
cannot sleep without an 
alarm nor enjoy the things 
of a normal life.

“He can’t take my free-
dom. He thought he could 
own me, but he was wrong. 
I was smarter. I watched his 
routine and took back my 
freedom. I will always have 
my free-
dom, 

A Marine’s story of reunification in Korea
taste of chetek is 
Monday, June 3, at 
Main street Park

The third annual 
Taste of Chetek is Mon-
day, June 3, at Main 
Street Park, located at 
624 Second St., next to 
the Chetek Bakery and 
Ohde’s Pharmacy.

From 5–7 p.m., more 
than 15 area restau-
rants will be selling 
samples of their signa-
ture menu items. Also, 
beer and refreshments 
will be for sale. Each 
sample costs one ticket. 
Tickets cost $2 each or 
$15 for 15 tickets.

There will also be 
music by Baker’s Dozen.

citywide garage 
sales map in this 
week’s newspaper

There are 50 ads 
for garage, yard and 
rummage sales in this 
week’s newspaper. 

On Pages B9 and B10 
there are 42 ads as part 
of the citywide garage 
sales, which are also 
listed on a handy map. 

Eight other garage 
sales are listed in the 
Chetek classifieds sec-
tion on Page B7.

A reminder to drive 
safe and watch out for 
kids and pedestrians 
as you garage sale 
this weekend.
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‘Incarcerated until you die’
Judge says public only safe if killer/kidnapper is never released

By CARl CoolEy

Nearly 66 years ago, 
North Korea and South 
Korea ended open hostili-
ties and signed an uneasy 
armistice that continues 
to this day. 

On either side of the 
Demilitarized Zone—or 
DMZ—that divides the 
Korean Peninsula, lead-
ers in the North and South 
occasionally talk about 
reunification, reconnecting 
split families and repairing 
relations. Usually, nothing 
substantial ever happens.

But sometime after the 
armistice was signed on 
July 27, 1953, a young U.S. 
Marine from Chetek and 
his chaplain set out to do 
the impossible and reunite 
a young Korean girl with 
her mother.

Paul Lundmark, from 
Chetek, was drafted into 
the Marines and sent to 
Korea in 1952. He was a 
clerk for Chaplain Samuel 
“Dave” Chambers. They 
were with the Second 
Battalion, First Marine 
Regiment, First Marine 

Division, stationed along 
the Imjin River near the 
DMZ. Chambers, who now 
lives in Chevy Chase, Md., 
recounted the events in 

an article on www.korean-
war-educator.org posted 
around 2004.

One 
day, a 

PhOtO COurtesy Of KAreN LuNdmArK

Paul Lundmark, of Chetek, was a Marine and a clerk for 
Chaplain Dave Chambers during the Korean War. The two 
men helped a young girl reunite with her mother after the 
family had been separated. Lundmark, pictured above, 
paints a chapel steeple in Korea sometime around 1953.
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Jerry’s Tree Service honored as 
Chamber Volunteers of the Year
Jerry’s Tree Service was chosen as the Chetek Chamber of 
Commerce’s Volunteers of the Year. Each year, the company 
volunteers time to put up the American Flags along the 
streets in Chetek. Britt Hodgson, hoists the flag above the Lib-
erty Fest Parade with their bucket truck during the Star-Span-
gled Banner. “We do what we can,” Hodgson said. “There is a 
lot of work that goes into making our town a community. We 
are just trying to do our part.” Britt’s father, Jerry Hodgson, 
and Jerry’s brother, Duane Hodgson, first started cutting 
trees in 1961 and the business has been running full-time 
since the 1970s, Britt said. He’s worked with his father since 
he was young. “I began tagging along with my dad every 
chance I could,” he said. Britt’s son will be the third genera-
tion in the business. “My boy was helping on a material run 
today. He’s three.” Britt said. Pictured above, Britt places an 
American flag along Second Street after replacing a bracket 
on the utility pole. Behind him is Miles Perusky.

Camerama 39 starts Friday
The 39th annual Cam-

erama celebration starts 
Friday, May 31, and De-
nise Paddock, secretary/
treasurer for the Cameron 
Civic Club, said it’s a fun, 
family-friendly celebra-
tion with events that are 
within walking distance 
of each other. 

New this year are fire-
works to be shot off at 
dark on Friday. Paddock 
said they were donated 
by the Team Amos Boxing 
Club, which had their 
fireworks show canceled 
on April 13 due to weath-
er. The club decided to 
donate the fireworks to 
Camerama, Paddock said.

If weather is bad on 
Friday night, the show 
will be moved to Saturday 
night, June 1. It is about a 
20-minute show. 

The fireworks, and all 
other events unless other-
wise noted, are at Sports-
mans Park, at the corner 
of Spuce Avenue and Sixth 
Street in North Cameron.

Volunteers are always 
needed and welcome, 
Paddock said. Help can 

be used on Thursday, May 
30, for set up, running the 
kid’s games on Satur-
day, selling concessions 
throughout the event or 
with tear down on Sun-
day, June 2. To volunteer, 
contact Paddock at 715-
205-4271 or at cameron-
civicclub@gmail.com.

scHedule of eVents
Friday, May 30:
5–7 p.m.—Registration 

for Haley’s Comet race se-
ries at the Cameron High 
School, located at 600 
Wisconsin Avenue.

5:45 p.m.—Approxi-
mately 15 minutes before 
the men’s slowpitch soft-
ball tournament starts, 
the National Anthem will 
be sung with the Cameron 
American Legion.

6 p.m.—Men’s slowpitch 
softball tournament 
starts approximately at 
6 p.m., depending on the 
number of teams. Cost 
per team is $150 and 100 
percent payback is paid 
out to the top teams. Con-
tact 
Derek 
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