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Residents in the vicinity of  
County A from County U to County I:  

County A Pavement Replacement
Barron County in conjunction with the Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation plans to replace the existing pavement on County 
A between County U and County I.

Barron County is conducting a public involvement meeting on 
Monday, Aug. 2, from 6:00–7:00 p.m. at the Sioux Creek Town Hall, 
2077 3 1/2 Ave., regarding proposed roadway improvements. The 
project will involve replacing the existing pavement. Concurrently, 2 
feet of the existing 4-foot gravel shoulder will be paved. Additional 
work includes remarking pavement, replacing signage, and adding 
beam guard to existing structures.

This is an opportunity for you to ask questions, exchange infor-
mation and offer comments and suggestions regarding proposed 
improvements. Exhibits of the project will be on display. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
INVOLVEMENT MEETING

RELATED TO PAVEMENT REPLACEMENT 
OF COUNTY A BETWEEN COUNTY U AND COUNTY I

AT SIOUX CREEK TOWN HALL
2077 3 1/2 AVE. 

CHETEK, WI 54728
MONDAY, AUGUST 2, 2021

6:00 – 7:00 PM
This open house meeting is not a public hearing. We have at-

tempted to notify all interested parties but would appreciate your 
assistance by informing others who may be interested in attending 
this meeting. The Sioux Creek Town Hall is wheelchair accessible. 
If you have questions regarding this issue or would like additional 
information, please contact Kevin Meyer at (715) 299-1894.
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILE APPLICATION
	 The	City	 of	Chetek	 intends	 to	 file	 an	 application	 for	 federal	
financial	 assistance	with	 the	U.	 S.	Department	 of	Agriculture,	
Rural Development, Rural Utilities Service.  The project includes 
construction of a new wastewater treatment plant at a new location, 
construction of a new lift station and forcemain to direct wastewa-
ter to the new facility, construction of a new road to the proposed 
wastewater treatment plant, enclosure of the existing wastewater 
treatment plant backup generator, replacement of the Beach Lift 
Station, replacement of controls at the Pinewood Ave. Lift Sta-
tion, installation of a water level sensor at the existing siphon pit, 
replacement of pumps at two existing lift stations, integration of 
SCADA-based controls at three existing lift stations and the exist-
ing siphon pit.  Any comments regarding this application should be 
submitted to the City of Chetek, Attention: Carmen Newman, City 
Clerk/Treasurer, 220 Stout St,, Chetek, WI 54728.
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TOWN OF SIOUX CREEK
Town Plan Commission
BARRON COUNTY, WI

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a regular meeting of the 
Town of Sioux Creek plan commission will be held on Thursday, 
August 5, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the Sioux Creek Town Hall, 2077 
3 1/2 Ave., Chetek, WI. Agenda items include minutes of July 1, 
2021 meeting; comments from the public; a land division for Bob 
Schults. A complete agenda will be posted at the Sioux Creek 
Town Hall 24 hours before the meeting. The meeting is open to 
the public. The building is handicap accessible.
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
City of Chetek

City Hall
220 Stout Street

Chetek, WI 54728
Tuesday, August 10, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.

 The City of Chetek will hold a public hearing at the above location 
and date/time for the proposed 2022-2023 Wastewater Treatment 
Construction and Sewer Utility Upgrade Project.  The purpose of 
the public hearing is to present the City’s plans for construction of 
a new wastewater treatment plant at a new location and various 
improvement to the City’s wastewater collection system and gather 
public comment.
 The agenda for the public hearing is:  
  1. City of Chetek plans for wastewater treatment plant, 
utility, and street reconstruction.
  2. Public input on proposed 2022-2023 Wastewater Treat-
ment Construction and Sewer Utility Upgrade Project.
  3. Answer public questions regarding the project.
 Residents of the City of Chetek are encouraged to attend. The 
meeting room is handicapped accessible. Persons needing addi-
tional accommodations should contact Carmen Newman, city clerk/
treasurer, via telephone at 715.924.4838 or via email: cnewman@
cityofchetek-wi.gov
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Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Area School District  
Board of Education

Regular Meeting
June 28, 2021

Meeting called to order at 5:15 p.m.by president Carri Traczyk
Roll Call: Goulette, Hamilton, Haselhuhn, Reisner, Traczyk, and 
Lentz were present. Olson was absent. 
Others Present: Dr. Mark Johnson, Tammy Lenbom, Larry Zeman, 
Koll Fjelstad, Amanda Kohnen, Keri Poppe, Mr. and Mrs Wise, 
Peter Wise
Virtually Present: N/A
Motion by Lentz, seconded by Haselhuhn to approve the meeting 
agenda after moving the executive session for the meeting for June 
28, 2021. Motion carried unanimously.
Hearing of Visitors: Community members are invited to share their 
questions, comments, or concerns with the school board. When 
speaking, citizens should state their name and address for the 
record and limit their presentation to three minutes. Where pos-
sible the board will answer factual questions immediately. A written 
response may be provided when information is not available. If a 
response would involve discussion of the board policy or decisions 
that might be of interest to citizens not present at the meeting, the 
board may place the item on a future meeting agenda.
Communication:
 A. Board Members - Student centered learning was discussed. 
The BOE requests more information. Dr. Johnson to form a google 
doc for the BOE to write questions on. Then he will get the ques-
tions together for Larry Zeman to address for the BOE.
 B. Administrators - Larry Zeman- Reports that the school year 
“finished	strong”.	Nice	to	see	athletic	teams	continue	playing	after	
school was completed.
 Koll Fjelstad - Spring season went well overall. Joseph Jensen 
finished	third	in	the	pole	vault.	Did	“great”	with	a	growing	baseball	
team.
 Roselawn - reports a good summer school with over 150 stu-
dents participating. All went well.
 C. Superintendent: State Budget Update - Joint Finance Com-
mittee Proposes:
 1. New spending for K-12 over 2 years proposed at $128M (Gov. 
Evers requested $1.6 B) - MN proposed and should pass a $20.8 
B increase, providing a 2 percent increase to the general education 
budget each year.
 2. SPED reimbursement increase from 28.2 percent to 30 
percent. The JFC proposal now goes to the Legislature for voting. 
The	Assembly	should	vote	first	and	then	the	Senate.	Whatever	is	
passed goes to Gov. Evers. Governor Evers holds line-item veto 
authority.
Dr.	Johnson	agrees	that	the	year	finished	strong.	Said	teachers	
and administrators are taking time off now which they all deserve 
after this past year.
Information Prior to Action:
 A. Wellness Update
  1. Review of Triennial Assessment
  2. Action Plan for 2021-2022
A positive to come from these audits and assessments are the 
Farm to Table opportunities. CWASD is already using lettuce from 
Green Leaf, but says more local vendors may be available to the 
school.

Information and Action:
 A. Executive Limitation- Motion by Lentz , seconded by Goulette 
with respect to EL-15, Learning Environment, and EL-16, Health 
and Nutrition, the Chetek-Weyerhaeuser Area School District Board 
of Education concludes that the the Superintendent’s performance 
during the previous reporting period has been in compliance. Motion 
carried unanimously.
 B. Governance Policies - Motion by Lentz, seconded by Reisner 
with respect to GP-6, Board Committee Principles, and B/SR-1, 
Global Governance, the Chetek - Weyerhaeuser Area School 
District Board of Education concludes through self-assessment 
its performance during the previous reporting period has been in 
compliance. Motion carried unanimously.
 C. First Draft of 2021-22 Budget
   1. First Draft of 2021-22 Budget
 85-90 percent of everything needed in the budget is in this draft. 
The	rest	will	be	refined.	By	2023,	CWASD	will	be	debt	free.
 Motion by Haselhuhn, seconded by Lentz to approve the First 
Draft of the 2021-2022 budget as presented. Motion carried unani-
mously.
Executive Session
 Motion by Lentz, seconded by Resiner to enter into executive 
session at 5:31 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.
 Motion by Lentz, seconded by Goulette to return to the open 
session of the regular meeting at 5:45 p.m. Motion carried unani-
mously.
 Motion by Lentz, seconded by Haselhuhn to approve the June 
28, 2021 consent agenda. Motion carried unanimously.
Consent Agenda:
 A. Approval of Minutes
   1. Minutes of Regular Meeting, May 24, 2021
   2. Minutes of Special Meeting, June 14, 2021
   3. Minutes of Executive Session Meeting Notes, May 24, 
2021
   4. Minutes of Executive Session Special Meeting Notes, 
June 14, 2021
 B. Human Resource Approval
   1. Employment
   a. Permission to hire the following posted positions:
		 	 	 	 1.	HS/MS	Guidance	Office	Administrative	As-
sistant
     2. Special Education Paraprofessional
     3. HS/MS FACS Teacher
     4. Roselawn Elementary Early Childhood Literacy 
Support Paraprofessional
   2. Resignation
    a. Anne Hildebrand, HS/MS FACS Teacher
   3. Administrative Contracts Approval
 C. Business Service Approval
   1. Claims and Accounts, June 2021
Agenda Planning/Other Information: 
 A. Agenda Planning: July 26, 2021 at 5:15 p.m. Then two meet-
ings scheduled in August.
 B. Other Information:
 Motion by Lentz, seconded by Goulette to adjourn the meeting 
at 5:46 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.
 Korie Lentz, clerk
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Ellis Clan DominatEs UnClE BoBBy’s 
namEsakE mUskiE toUrnamEnt

Three of Bob Ellis’ nephews 
caught four of the five musk-
ies registered in this year’s 
17th annual Bob Ellis Classic 
memorial row-trolling tour-
nament in Vilas County.

The tourney is named for 
the legendary muskie angler 
who died while row-trolling 
in November 1989. Dave 
Dlobik of Menominee Falls 
is one of “Uncle Bobby’s” 
nephews, and he won the 
July 17 event with a 40.5-
inch muskie. Dlobik also 
took third place with a 38-
incher while rowing on Crab 
Lake from the 12-foot yellow 
“Twinkie Skiff” he inherited 
from his uncle.

The little boat, a 12-foot 
Shell Lake Portager, can be 
tippy, and Dlobik—a tall, 
husky man like Bob Ellis 
himself—said he would like 
to fish in a bigger, more 
stable craft, but this is the 
boat he inherited from his 
uncle, who died in it.

More particulars: Dlobik 
said he caught one muskie 
on a Grandma Lure and 
the other on a bait he built 
himself.

Jim Ellis, Dlobik’s cousin, 
took second place in the 
tournament with a 39-inch 
muskie, which he caught on 
Island Lake, the waters Bob 
Ellis called home.

Jim’s brother Dick caught 
the tournament’s fourth 
muskie.

This year’s classic at-
tracted over 30 two-person 
teams, but that’s not an 
official number because 
the tourney has no entry 
fee, no prize money, and no 
check-in. You’re supposed 
to email your intentions the 
tournament’s director, Kevin 
Wallenfang, but not everyone 

does. Still 
others regis-
ter late when 
texting 
details from 
lakes where 
cellular ser-
vice is poor.

The en-
trants just 
know they 

can start fishing at 7 a.m. 
and stop at 3 p.m., and all 
fish must be caught while 
row-trolling. Muskies caught 
while casting don’t count. All 
muskies must be released 
after being measured to 
the nearest quarter-inch, 
and Wallenfang prefers you 
text-message a picture of it. 
In case of a tie, the first fish 
caught wins.

A slight complication to 
this year’s tournament was 
that the bar/restaurant 
which served as tournament 
headquarters the first 16 
times ended its involvement 
this year after COVID-19 
canceled the event in 2020. 
Wallenfang found a new 
place to gather for the post-
tournament social, dinner 
and boat contest, but then 
that place pulled out of the 
deal days before the event.

Steve Reinstra of Madison, 
one of the tournament’s 
devoted regulars and Wal-
lenfang’s unofficial assistant, 
kept the event alive when 
learning the picnic shelter at 
the Winchester Community 
Park was available. After 
arranging catering services, 
Wallenfang and Reinstra 
informed registrants of the 
new details.

Ellis surely would have 
respected their persistence. 
He was inducted into the 
Freshwater Fishing Hall of 
Fame in 2008 for his impact 
on row-trolling. Patricia 

Strutz, a local fishing guide 
at the time, started the event 
in 2004 to memorialize him, 
saying no one did more to 
promote the sport.

Row-trolling traces its 
roots to 1923, when Wiscon-
sin outlawed motor-trolling 
on inland waters. State rules 
defined trolling this way: 
“Trailing any lure, bait or 
similar device that may 
attract or catch fish from a 
propelled boat.”

Wisconsin later loosened 
the motor-trolling ban for 
much of the state, and then 
a decade ago loosened it 
across Northern counties. 
Still, most row-trollers have 
kept propelling their boats 
with oars, not engines, which 
lets them use up to three 
lines each instead of one.

Not that anyone asked or 
cared, but my cedar-strip 
rowboat recorded two firsts 
July 17 in its seventh ap-
pearance at the BEC. (That’s 
what the cool kids call the 
Bob Ellis Classic. If you say 
“BEC” when talking and 
drinking beer with fellow 
contestants, it implies you’ve 
fished it before.)

My partner for the first 

six tournaments, Scott 
Hassett, who now spends 
summers in Oregon, so I 
tapped a new teammate, my 
lifelong friend and former 
UW-Madison rower Mike 
Foy. We camped overnight at 
the state campgrounds on 
Big Lake near Manitowish 
Waters and then fished “Big” 
the next morning.

About 90 minutes after 
setting our lines, I gaped 
in disbelief when Foy said, 
“Hey, something’s going on!” 
With that, a line we were 
towing from the starboard 
trolling ski yanked loose 
from the towline, and the 
rod rattled in its holder.

Though shocked, I re-
sumed pulling on my oars 
as Foy let go of his oars 
and grabbed the rod. Never 
before had my boat hooked 
a fish while competing in 
the BEC. If I’d been thinking, 
I would have recorded the 
exact time and texted the 
momentous news to Hassett.

Unfortunately, the fish 
shook the hooks within 20 
seconds, so we never got 
a look at it. Foy judged it 
was small, however, and 
couldn’t be persuaded to 

claim otherwise later.
Still, I felt good about my 

boat getting its first strike 
in the BEC. Air temperatures 
rose into the witheringly 
high 80s before noon, and 
the water was flat and calm 
except for wakes from pass-
ing fishing boats and boaters 
towing rafts with screaming, 
bouncing kids.

Given the still waters and 
bright sunlight, we weren’t 
optimistic we’d trigger many 
strikes, even though we kept 
our six lines in the water 
all morning with only one 
minor tangle. When a bass 
boat roared by, Foy looked at 
the $80,000 sparkly fiber-
glass needle and said: “I’d be 
embarrassed not to catch a 
fish from that boat. I’ll stay 
with my $1,500 clunker.”

My day’s only regret was 
not having my camera handy 
when a ring-necked loon 
zoomed toward us from 
the stern, spread its wings, 
and landed gracefully a 
few yards outside our port 
trolling ski. The loon’s white 

breast cleaved the water like 
a flying boat’s fuselage as it 
came in hot, providing us a 
front-row seat to its artistry.

We were surprised the loon 
then followed us around the 
next two hours as we trolled 
laps around Big Lake’s east-
ern half. We assumed the 
loon thought we might be 
using live bait it could scav-
enge every time something 
fell loose from our hooks. Or 
maybe it planned to steal a 
small fish, should we hook 
one. Eventually, though, the 
loon judged us wanting, and 
vanished without the fanfare 
of its arrival.

We couldn’t blame him. 
We weren’t exactly creating 
a chum line from all the fish 
we weren’t boating, handling 
and releasing.  

 Patrick Durkin, @patrick-
durkinoutdoors, is a free-lance 
writer who covers outdoors 
recreation in Wisconsin. Write 
to him at 3013 Irene Drive, 
Eau Claire, WI 54701-6621; 
or by e-mail at patrickdur-
kin56@gmailcom. 
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