
It’s the biggest bear in 
Chetek, estimated Nathan 
Watton, a chain saw carver 
from Chippewa Falls, who 
was finishing up carving a 
giant bear on Wednesday, 
Oct. 30.

Over the course of three 
days, starting Oct. 28, Wat-
ton had turned a nearly 10-
foot white pine tree stump 
at John Genens’ residence 
into a work of art.

Watton, and his wife, 
Amy Watton, run Wady’s 
Woods, creating chain saw 
carvings near Cadott. They 
have a young daughter.

On Wednesday, Watton 
was finishing up the de-
tail work. After, he would 
burn it and sand it to give 
the bear texture and color; 
then it would be covered 
with deck stain to protect 
it from the elements. It is 
8 feet tall, standing 9.5 
feet up with the base.

Watton has been carv-
ing for seven years; his 
parents taught him how 
to use a chain saw and he 
gained lots of experience 
cutting firewood in their 
woods. One day, he carved 
a mushroom, then a bear. 
After selling those, he 
found he could make it his 
fulltime job.

Watton said eagles, bears 
and welcome signs are 
popular requests. His favor-
ite to carve are eagles or 
owls. He’s carved dogs and 
even whimsical creatures 
like mermaids and aliens.

Genens noted the tree 
had been cut down in 2018 
and was estimated to be 
about 140 years old. The 
old pine was 3 feet across 

at the base.
Since moving to the 

area, Genens has enjoyed 
living here. Having the 
tree turned into a giant 
bear is a way of showing 
that, Genens said.

“It’s going to be abso-
lutely beautiful,” he said.

Asked what he would 

name it, Genens said that 
honor would be left up to 
his grandchildren. Fin-
ished on Thursday, Oct. 
31, Genens said many 
people had been stopping 
to take pictures.

The bear can be seen 
on CTH D, just east of the 
Long Bridge, in Chetek.
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Comet Car Wash in Cam-
eron was burglarized early 
Monday morning, Nov. 4, 
according to the Cameron 
Police Department.

A neighbor called 911 at 
8:21 a.m. after finding the 
car wash machines bro-
ken into. The car wash is 
located at 201 N. First St., 
in Cameron. 

Cameron Police Chief 
Mike Lynch said five ma-
chines were broken into 
sometime between 12 a.m. 
and 5 a.m. on Monday. A 
person with the car wash 
estimated $150 to $300 in 
quarters were taken and 
$200 to $400 in cash was 
taken from the machines. 

Lynch confirmed that the 
surveillance cameras had 
been spray-painted over. A 
locked door was forced open 
and the DVD for the surveil-
lance cameras was stolen. 

Without video and with-
out witnesses, there were 
no suspects at this time, 
Lynch said.

The total damage to the 
car wash was estimated to 
be between $15,000 and 
$20,000.

In 2016, the Cameron 
Laundromat had the coin 
machine and candy vend-
ing machine broken into 
and more than $500 stolen. 
Other area laundromats 
were also hit. 

“I have very low con-
fidence that the two are 
related,” Lynch said of the 
car wash crimes and those 
from 2016.

As of midafternoon on 
Tuesday, Nov. 5, no other 
coin machine break-ins 
have been reported in the 
Northwest Wisconsin re-
gion, Lynch said.

Cash, coins carried off from 
Comet Car Wash in Cameron
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This machine at Comet Car 
Wash was broken into early 
Monday morning, Nov. 4. 
Four other machines were 
also broken into, causing as 
much as $25,000 in damages 
with approximately $525 
taken in cash and quarters.

Going, growing, green
 

Aquaponics farm producing fresh produce for stores, school

Father, son, tell police how they 
were stabbed at Anderson Park

Veterans, public 
invited to Veterans 
Day event at CWHS

A Veterans Day 
program will be held 
at the Chetek-Weyer-
haeuser High School 
gym on Monday, Nov. 
11, at 10:30 a.m. 

The program is put 
on by the school, with 
students conducting 
the program. AMVETS 
Chaplain Robert Lund 
will speak, along with 
Tami Saleska.

The public is wel-
come to attend. 

Students are invit-
ing local veterans 
to be recognized at 
the beginning of the 
program. “If there is 
[a veteran] out there 
who wants to come 
and be introduced, 
please contact the 
school,” said teacher 
John Loy. “If they want 
to just come and not 
be introduced, they are 
welcome too.”

A reception for veter-
ans will be held in the 
commons at 10 a.m., 
where students and 
veterans will visit. 

Veterans should 
contact the main office 
and leave their info at 
715-924-3137.

Newspaper now 
$1.25 at newsstands

The Chetek Alert now 
costs $1.25, up from 
$1, as of this issue, 
Wednesday, Nov. 6. 
The 25-cent increase 
reflects increased 
production costs, 
including higher prices 
of newsprint. Subscrip-
tion rates will remain 
the same at this time.

By BoB ZIEnTARA | BARRon nEwS-SHIElD

An 18-year-old Cumber-
land man who was already 
a defendant on a charge of 
child sex assault was the 
alleged assailant in a dual 
stabbing incident at Ander-
son Park, Barron, on the 
afternoon of Thursday, Oct. 
31, according to a criminal 
complaint filed Tuesday 
Nov. 5, in Barron County 
Circuit Court.

The victims, 
Edward R. Dea-
con, 41, and his 
18-year-old son, 
Brady Deacon, later 
underwent sur-
gery at hospitals in 
Eau Claire and the 
Twin Cities, Minn., 
for what the com-
plaint described as 
puncture-type stab 
wounds to their abdomens, 
the complaint said.

The suspect, Emmanuel 
Torres, was jailed after 
allegedly calling 911 to 
report having “stabbed 
someone,” and giving dis-
patchers a description of 
what he was wearing and 
where he was.

Barron County Circuit 
Court and jail records said 
Torres was incarcerated 
over the weekend on a 
tentative charge of felony 
bail jumping. He made an 
initial appearance Tuesday 
Nov. 5, and was ordered 
held on $2,000 cash bond 
pending a preliminary 
hearing two weeks from 
today, Wednesday, Nov. 20.

The complaint said that 

the knife used in the stab-
bings could not be found, 
despite a search of the area 
by law enforcement of-
ficers, a K-9 and members 
of the Barron-Maple Grove 
Fire Department.

The knife remained miss-
ing at press time Tuesday.

WitNeSSeD DeSCribe aSSaultS
A Barron police officer 

got to the park to see a 
man, later identified as 

Torres, standing 
near the park’s play-
ground equipment. 
He was ordered to 
the ground at gun-
point and cuffed.

Meanwhile, a 
sheriff’s deputy 
approached the 
victims, whom he 
saw leaning against 
a nearby vehicle. 

Brady Deacon had “a sig-
nificant amount of blood 
on his shirt and was bleed-
ing from a large puncture-
type laceration” on his 
abdomen. The deputy saw a 
visible puncture wound on 
Edward Deacon’s abdomen, 
although it did not seem to 
be bleeding externally.

While the group waited for 
ambulances to arrive, the 
deputy gave rolls of gauze to 
both victims to apply pres-
sure to their wounds.

In later interviews, the 
victims gave further infor-
mation about their injuries. 
Edward Deacon was treated 
for a knife would that his 
doctor told him had struck 
one 
of his 

Emmanuel
Torres
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Chain saw carver cuts stump into 8-foot bear

CarL CooLey | Chetek aLert

Pictured above, chain saw carver Nathan Watton, of 
Chippewa Falls, cuts detail texture into a giant white 
pine carving of a bear on Wednesday, Oct. 30. The bear 
can be seen at the residence of John Genens, on CTH D, 
east of the Long Bridge, in Chetek.

CarL CooLey | Chetek aLert

Clayton Timm, pictured above, left, holds up a raft of summer crisp lettuce, nearly 
ready for harvest at his family’s new aquaponics farm, Green Leaf Farms of Chetek. 
Behind Timm are fish and filter tanks where tilapia are raised.

Locally grown, organic 
romaine lettuce, summer 
crisp lettuce, kale, swiss 
chard and basil will be 
available all year round 
thanks to a new high-tech 
farm in Chetek.

Green Leaf Farms of 
Chetek, started by Clayton 
and Kelly Timm, officially 
opened on Oct. 21, located 
in the greenhouse build-
ing on CTH M, about a 

mile north of Chetek.
The farm uses a process 

called aquaponics, ex-
plained Clayton Timm. By 
combining aquaculture—
raising fish—with hydro-
ponics, or growing plants 
in water, they can grow 
produce year round with-
out artificial fertilizers, 
pesticides or herbicides 
and no dirt. 

The process starts with 

1,000 tilapia in four, 500-
gallon tanks. They are fed 
fish food and they drop 
waste and expel ammo-
nia. Natural, beneficial 
bacteria in the system 
break down the waste, 
leftover fish food and am-
monia, eventually turning 
it into nitrate, which is a 
nutrient plants need to 
grow. 

This 
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