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In-person spring job 
fair on May 20 at 
Cedar Mall

Workforce Resource 
Inc. and Job Center of 
Barron County will be 
hosting an in-person 
job fair on Thursday, 
May 20, from 3–6 p.m., 
at Rice Lake’s Cedar 
Mall, 2900 S. Main St.

The job fair will 
include more than 30 
local businesses in 
manufacturing, retail, 
the service industry, 
agriculture, health care 
and other sectors. 

For more informa-
tion, contact Pattie 
Huse at 715-308-1030 
or at husep@workforc-
eresource.org.

Fatal head-on collision on 
CTH SS south of Cameron

One person died in a head-
on crash on CTH SS south 
of Cameron, just north of 
21st Street, on Saturday 
afternoon, May 8, accord-
ing to the Barron County 
Sheriff’s Department.

The crash was reported 
just after 12:30 p.m. on Sat-
urday. A caller said a head-
on collision occurred, and 
three people were injured 
with another appearing to 
be deceased, according to 
county dispatch logs.

Marshfield Medical 
Center ambulance, Mayo 
ambulance, Cameron Fire 
Department, first respond-
ers, sheriff’s deputies, 
Cameron Police and Life 
Link helicopter were paged. 
Later, the medical exam-
iner was also paged. The 
Wisconsin State Patrol con-
ducted an accident recon-
struction investigation. The 
Barron County Highway 
Department assisted with 
blocking off the road.

Barron County Sheriff 
Chris Fitzgerald said the 
initial crash investigation 
showed that a vehicle, 
driven by Nathaniel Bull, 
24, of Barron and Rice Lake, 
crossed the center line and 
struck a vehicle driven 
by Kenneth Smith, 45, of 
Spooner. Smith’s wife and 
10-year-old daughter were 
also in the car. 

The crash report said 
Bull was driving north on 
CTH SS in a silver 1996 
Mercedes C220. Smith was 
driving south in a black 
2014 Ford Edge. Bull’s ve-
hicle came to a stop on the 
east shoulder and Smith’s 

vehicle came to a stop on 
its driver’s side in the west 
ditch, facing north.

All occupants in Smith’s 
vehicle were wearing seat 
belts, the crash report said. 
Bull was not wearing a seat 
belt. Airbags deployed in 
both vehicles.

Bull was pronounced 
deceased at the scene. 

Smith was extricated 
from his vehicle and flown 
to Mayo Hospital in Eau 
Claire with injuries that 
were not life-threatening 
His wife and daughter 
sustained minor injuries 
and were transported to 
Marshfield Medical Center 
in Rice Lake. 

Both cars were trans-
ported by S & R Towing to 
the sheriff’s department 
impound. The State Patrol 
is reconstructing the crash 
scene to determine the 
cause of the crash. 

Blood samples were 
drawn from both driv-
ers, but test results were 
pending. Drug or alcohol 
use was not suspected of 
Smith. Alcohol was not sus-
pected for Bull, but drug 
use was suspected.

The road was reopened 
to traffic after 8:20 p.m. 
on Saturday.

An obituary for Bull can 
be read on Page A2. 

Another fatal head-on 
collision claimed the life 
of a woman and her son in 
Chippewa County on Mon-
day, May 10. A westbound 
Chevy Monte Carlo crossed 
the median of Hwy. 29 
and struck head-on a semi 
truck hauling sand.

Submitted photo

A severely damaged Mercedes sedan sits on the east shoulder 
of CTH SS on Saturday, May 8. The driver, Nathaniel Bull, 24, of 
Rice Lake, was killed when his vehicle collided head-on with 
another vehicle, driven by Kenneth Smith, of Spooner. 

Submitted photo

Something to fawn over: spring welcomes nature’s newborns 
Jane Davis, of Sioux Creek, snapped this photo of two still-wet-behind-the-ears whitetail deer 
fawns on Monday morning, May 10. Davis said her husband, Al Davis, was walking their dog in 
the woods when the dog detected something in the brush. After securing the dog in the house, 
Al discovered the young fawns. Jane used a long lens to capture this close up of the fawns and 
then let them be. To avoid detection by predators, does often leave young fawns hidden and 
alone. They are not abandoned, and their mother will return later when it is safe to do so.

Give back by being 
a hospice volunteer

 
Be a friend, a listener, 

a support system and 
a companion for some-
one who really needs 
one by becoming a 
hospice volunteer.

Learn more about 
the opportunities in 
the area, ask ques-
tions and get more 
information about 
being a hospice vol-
unteer at an informal 
event presented by 
Heartland Hospice 
Care at the Cameron 
Public Library.

Stop in anytime 
between 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m. on Friday, May 14, 
at the Cameron Public 
Library and Communi-
ty Center, 512 W. Main 
St., Cameron. 
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Martin signs American Legion Auxiliary’s Poppy proclamation 
Chetek Mayor Jeff Martin, at right, signed the annual poppy proclamation on Tuesday, May 
11, urging businesses and residents to support the annual poppy fund drive. At left, is Anne 
Watton, poppy chair for the Chetek American Legion Auxiliary. Poppies will be sold in front 
of KJ’s Fresh Market on Friday, May 28, during the day. A dinner will be held after the Memo-
rial Day program on Monday, May 31, from 11 a.m. to around 1:30 p.m. The dinner will be 
take-out only, at the Chetek American Legion Post 179, at 1432 N. Hwy. Blvd., Chetek.
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Local municipalities will 
have to return hundreds 
of thousands of dollars 
in tax revenue collected 
from a frac sand company 
after that firm negotiated 
lower property values 
with state assessors. 

Superior Silica Sands 
reached a settlement with 
the Wisconsin Department 
of Revenue that will see 
at least $579,000 in taxes 
returned, according to 
Barron County Treasurer 
Yvonne Ritchie. 

“It wasn’t an error,” she 
said. “It came down to a 
settlement agreement.”

That figure includes:
• $175,407 from the 

Town of Clinton
• $146,578 from the 

Town of Arland
• $143,319 from the Vil-

lage of New Auburn
• $113,793 from the 

Town of Sioux Creek
Superior Silica Sands ob-

jected to its 2019 and 2020 

real estate and personal 
property assessments to 
the State Board of Asses-
sors. The BOA sustained 
the assessments, but an 
appeal to the Wisconsin 
Tax Commission resulted 
in a settlement. 

In the settlement, the 
company’s property as-
sessments, which are done 
at a state level rather than 
a local one, were reduced 
by millions for dollars.

For example, the com-
pany’s processing plant 
along Hwy. 8 in the town 
of Clinton was reassessed 
in real estate value from 
$18 million to $12 mil-
lion for 2019 and from 
$13.6 million to $10.3 
million in 2020. The com-
pany’s 10 other properties 
in Barron and Chippewa 
counties were reduced by 
similar percentages. 

Town of Clinton Chair-
person Jim Gores said the 
town board was notified 
of the settlement about 
a month ago, but hasn’t 

been formally billed.
“We’re going to have to 

pay it somehow,” he said. 
“We haven’t decided how 
we’re going to go about it.”

He said the town’s financ-
es are solid, but this new is-
sue will cause uncertainty. 

“This is going to be a big 
deal for a while,” he said. 

Peter DeJardin, town 
board chair for Sioux 
Creek, said the board had 
discussed the matter. 
Sioux Creek’s assessment 
would be returned. He 
didn’t expect the town’s 
budget would be able to 
take the hit and not be 
severely impacted. 

In the Town of Arland, 
Clerk Pam Fall said the 
town was also waiting 
for more direction on the 
issue. She said it wasn’t a 
huge financial concern be-
cause the town had been 
frugal in using additional 
revenue brought on by the 
frac sand industry about a 
decade 
ago.

Partial refund of frac sand property tax

While COVID-19 cases are 
declining statewide, they 
are increasing in northwest-
ern Wisconsin. According to 
the Department of Health 
Services, the highest infec-
tion rates are in Polk, St. 
Croix and Barron counties. 

In Barron County, 63 new 
cases were reported in the 
week leading up to Tuesday, 
May 7. That is up slightly 
from 54 new cases reported 
in the week prior. As of 
Tuesday, deaths stood at 82 
and active cases stood at 92, 
up nine from a week ago.

Public health officials 
continue to encourage vac-
cinations against the virus. 
The pool for vaccination 
now includes people age 12 

and older—only the Pfizer 
vaccine is approved for 
ages 12 to 18. 

Vaccines are available 
from local health care 
providers and pharmacies. 
A community vaccina-
tion clinic remains open 
for walk-in appointments 
at UW Eau Claire-Barron 
County in Rice Lake from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Saturdays. Vaccina-
tion appointments can also 
be made at vaccines.gov.

In Barron County, 39.3 
percent of residents have 
had at least one shot of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. State-
wide, 44.5 percent of people 
have had at least one shot 
of vaccine as of Tuesday.

Number of COVID-19 cases 
in northwest region creep up
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