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Bluegill Fishing Contest postponed due to virus. B2
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The Chetek Memorial Day 
parade has been canceled, 
but a similar, unofficial 
observance will take its 
place on Monday morning, 
May 25.

“We will be paying 
respects to our fallen 
comrades on Monday,” 
said Robert Lund with the 
Chetek AMVETS post.

Lund and Dawn Anderson, 
commander of the Chetek 
American Legion, will walk 
from the Chetek Lutheran 
Church at 10:50 a.m. to the 
middle of the Long Bridge. 
There, they will throw 
wreaths into the water in 
memory of service members 
lost at sea. Vintage WWII-era 
warplanes will fly over the 
bridge at 11 a.m. 

Any veteran who wishes 
to walk with them, not as 
a parade, is invited to meet 
them at the Chetek Luther-
an Church to start the walk 
at 10:50 a.m.

Following the flyover, 
Lund and Anderson will 
walk to the Chetek Area 
Veterans Memorial, on 
the east end of the Long 
Bridge. There, they will say 
a prayer and raise the flags 
at the memorial.

There will be no honor 
guard, a 21-gun salute, 
marching band or parade 
in any official capacity. 
However, if people wish 

to walk with Lund and 
Anderson they may. Social 
distancing is encouraged.

A new batch of engraved 
memorial pavers have been 
installed at the CAVM, and 
Lund said from now on, 
they will be put in once a 
year before Memorial Day. 
The deadline will be April 
1 each year. 

People can order pavers 
to be engraved and placed 
at the memorial in honor 
or memory of a service 
member. Proceeds from the 
pavers help pay for ongoing 
improvements at the CAVM.

Forms to order pavers 
can be found at the 
Chetek VFW, Heidi’s Hair 
Care (formerly Bossany’s 
Barber Shop), The Chetek 
Alert, Barron County 
Veterans Service Office, 
Sterling Bank in Chetek, 
Chetek City Hall, The 
Center of Chetek and the 
city’s website at www.
cityofchetek-wi.gov.

For questions or more 
information, call Darla 
Colvard, with the CAVM, at 
715-859-2267. Forms and 
donations can be mailed 
to the CAVM at P.O. Box 23, 
Chetek, WI 54728.

Donations are also being 
accepted for the warplane 
flyover. Checks can be sent 
to the CAVM with “flyover” 
in the memo line.

No Memorial Day parade 
but service, flyover still on
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Pictured above, Bloomer Fire Department’s aerial fire truck, center, sprays water on a 
turkey barn on fire on Friday evening, May 15. The turkey farm is about 5 miles northeast 
of New Auburn. Pictured below, the 700-foot long turkey barn is viewed from the air the 
following day, Saturday, May 16. The fire started on the west end, pictured right.

Three fire departments 
responded in full force—
with backup from four 
others—to a turkey barn 
on fire in northern Chip-
pewa County on Friday 
evening, May 15.

The fire was reported 
around 6:45 p.m. by a 
neighbor, said New Au-
burn Fire Chief Thomas 
Bischel. New Auburn, 
Bloomer and Chetek fire 
departments responded 
with full manpower. Ten-
ders to haul water were 
provided by Sand Creek, 
Eagle Point, Tilden and 
Cornell fire departments. 
Bloomer’s aerial fire truck 
was on scene, spraying 
water from above.

The turkey farm, owned 
by Jennie-O, is about five 
miles northeast of New 
Auburn on CTH F at the in-
tersection of 280th Avenue 
and 90th Street. The north-
ernmost barn was on fire.

The entire west end was 
completely involved in the 
fire when firefighters first 
arrived on scene, Bischel 
said on Monday, May 18. 
The fire spread and dam-
aged much of the rest of 
the 700-foot-long building.

The size of the building 
created a challenge for 
firefighters, but having a 
good response from the 
departments that were 
called helped with control-
ing and subduing the fire, 
Bischel said. Firefight-
ers were there for seven 
hours, he added.

Bischel said there were no 
injuries and damage was 
limited to just that struc-
ture. The cause was unde-
termined as of Monday.

Hormel Inc., the parent 
company of Jennie-O, was 
asked if there were turkeys 
inside the barn and if a 
cause of the fire was known.

“We can confirm there 
was a fire in a barn that 
housed Jennie-O turkeys. 
While there weren’t any 
people hurt, unfortunately 
some animals in the barn 
perished,” Hormel said in 
a statement on late Mon-
day, May 18. “Our Jennie-O 
team is saddened by the 
loss of the birds, which 
is especially difficult for 
those who cared for the 
animals daily. We are cur-
rently working closely with 
fire officials to investigate 
the cause.”

New Auburn turkey barn destroyed by fire; seven fire departments called

Alert, other Bell Press papers win awards

The proposed expansion 
of the public dock at the 
Stout Street landing is far 
from settled and heated dis-
agreements arose between 
Chetek Common Council 
members on how they were 
handling the project, its 
funding and its planning.

The council met on 
Wednesday, May 13, a day 
later than normal due to the 
Congressional 7th District 
special election on May 12. 

Several neighboring 
residents of the Stout Street 
landing spoke before the 
council again, raising their 
concerns for a larger dock.

Dave Ziarnik said the 
current 24-foot dock 
was perfect for fishing 

and parking three boats. 
Extending it 70-plus feet 
more into the water and 
adding more slips did not 
make cost sense to him.

He also did not see the 
need for another park or-
dinance specifically for the 
docks, boat parking time 
limits and their hours of 
use. A park curfew ordi-
nance was already on the 
books, he said.

“This is not a slight 
against our police. They do 
a nice job,” Ziarnik said. 
There were already signs at 
the landing saying it closed 
at 10 p.m. “If it’s not going 
to be enforced, why adopt 
another ordinance?”

Kathy Ziarnik suggested 

that another small dock be 
put in at the end of Knapp 
Street. This would provide 
ample boat parking, cost 
less and the docks wouldn’t 
stick out far in the lake and 
be a hazard for boaters.

Pat Hallquist lives next 
door to the landing and 
said it is loud at night when 
people go to or return from 
the bars. She agreed that 
another dock should be put 
on Knapp Street. 

Council member Scott Ba-
chowski reiterated the dock 
expansion project came 
about from a public survey, 
where adding boat parking 
for downtown access was 
the most-voted topic.

He had changed layouts 

for the dock, lengthening it 
out of concern for neigh-
bors’ docks and swimmers. 
He said it was dishearten-
ing to hear a longer dock 
now wasn’t a solution.

Bachowski said down-
town businesses needed 
the customers a larger 
dock would bring, and he 
has gotten many emails in 
support of it. He suggested 
the ordinance to deter row-
dy late-night boaters from 
disturbing the neighbors.

But he agreed, that if 
existing ordinances could 
be used, then he was fine 
with that. However, he was 
not certain the landing was 
classified as a park. 

Council Member Terry 

Hight asked what the 
council hoped to do with 
the dock issue that night 
and asked Bachowski how 
much funding he had for it.

Bachowski said he had 
around $9,500 promised by 
community organizations 
or by grants. 

Hight said he supported 
the dock, but disagreed in 
that Bachowski didn’t have 
all the financial backing 
he claimed. He had heard 
less from those organiza-
tions. “So my count is [ ... ] 
$4,000,” he said.

Mayor Jeff Martin asked 
Hight why he was calling 
out Bachowski. “He did the 
work. 
You 

CWASD graduation 
section inserted  
in this week’s paper

The Chetek Alert’s 
graduation special 
section, listing all the 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser 
High School Class of 
2020 graduates, is 
inserted in this week’s 
newspaper.

Inside, you can see 
graduation photos and 
baby photos of the 
class, along with info 
about their academic 
and sports activities, 
jobs and future plans.

From the Chetek Alert 
staff, congratulations to 
the Class of 2020!

Donations being 
collected for CWHS 
graduating seniors

Hope & Anchor 
Coffeehouse is col-
lecting donations for 
the 2020 graduating 
seniors at Chetek-
Weyerhaeuser High 
School. The funds will 
be distributed equally 
among the graduates 
on the original gradu-
ation day Saturday, 
May 23, and they can 
pick it up along with 
a free 16-oz. drink of 
their choice at Hope & 
Anchor. Joy Grotberg, 
at Hope & Anchor, said 
they wanted to do this 
for the class since their 
senior year was inter-
rupted by COVID-19.

People can donate 
to the fund at Hope & 
Anchor or by mail-
ing checks to Hope & 
Anchor, 924 Pleasure 
St., Chetek, WI 54728. 
Write “grad gift” in 
the memo line. The 
deadline to donate is 
Thursday, May 21.

Public dock expansion creates disagreements among council members

Newspaper office 
closed on Monday 
for Memorial Day

The Chetek Alert 
office will be closed 
on Monday, May 25, in 
observance of Memo-
rial Day. The office will 
open at 7:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, May 26.

Articles, ads and pay-
ments can be dropped 
off anytime at a drop-
box at the office at 312 
Knapp St., Chetek.

The Chetek Alert newspa-
per is proud to announce 
its staff has received six 
awards in the Wisconsin 
Newspaper Association 
Foundation’s 2019 Better 
Newspaper Contest.

This year, both edito-
rial and advertising staff 
received first-place awards 
for best headlines and the 
best newspaper 
promotion. 
Other awards 
were given 
for breaking 
news coverage 
and spot and 
feature photos. 
The annual 
awards were 
announced Fri-
day, May 15.

Sister news-
papers Barron 
News-Shield and 
Ladysmith News 
also received 
awards. The 
News-Shield 
received eight awards, 
including three first-place 
awards. Ladysmith News 
won five, including one 
first-place award.

“This is the best awards 
year ever for our news-
papers,” said Bell Press 
president, Jim Bell. “It is 
gratifying to be recog-
nized for our efforts by 
our newspaper peers. This 
is definitely a team effort 
accomplished in an envi-
ronment that gets more 

challenging every year for 
community newspapers. I 
thank everyone involved in 
this effort, particularly our 
hometown readers without 
whom, of course, none of 
this would be possible.”

For the Chetek Alert—
which competed in the 
weekly, small circula-
tion division—a full-page 

graphic, “The Chetek Alert 
Subscribers’ Hall of Fame: 
Polar Vortex,” by Julie 
LeMoine, Lisa Rhodes, Carl 
Cooley and Erica Pecunia, 
earned first place for the 
best newspaper promotion. 
The newspaper promotion 
honored 14 subscribers 
who came out in minus-29 
degree weather to pick up 
their Chetek Alert. 

“Terrific example of 
turning a problem into 
an opportunity,” wrote a 

contest judge. “Great way of 
connecting and engaging 
with your readers. For sure, 
you’ve built lifelong sub-
scribers here. And planted 
a valuable seed for the next 
time the world stops—
letting people know The 
Chetek Alert is always open 
to serve its community (and 
giving people something to 
do). Love the certificates you 
gave out. This warms my 

heart. Kudos on a 
great idea, which 

was very well 
executed.”

While 
there were 

only four 
submis-
sions for this 
category, the 
judge elected 
to only award 
the Alert. 

“The Chetek 
Alert entry was 
head and shoul-
ders above the 

others—and most deserving 
of a first-place award,” the 
judge commented.

The articles “Snow blows 
if you get the drift,” “Hello 
from the otter side” and 
“Another superior feat,” 
by Cooley and Florczak, 
earned first place for best 
headlines. A contest judge 
commented the otter head-
line was their favorite.

A second-place award 
for spot 
news 

The Chetek Alert earned first-place awards for best 
newspaper promotion, above left, and best head-
lines, above right, in the Wisconsin Newspaper Asso-
ciation Foundation’s Better Newspaper Contest.
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