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Class of 1999 to 
meet at Pokegama 
Lakeside on Oct. 16

The Chetek High 
School class of 1999 
will have a reunion 
on Saturday, Oct. 16, 
from 6–10 p.m., at 
Pokegama Lakeside 
Tavern & Grill, on CTH 
D east of Chetek.

Tickets are $15 per 
person. They can be 
purchased at www.
paypal.com/pools/
c/8i7fXia3ti.

Hwy. 40 in Rusk 
County closed for 
repairs Oct. 10–16

Hwy. 40 just south 
of Chippewa Trail and 
north of Old County D 
in Rusk County tenta-
tively is scheduled to 
be closed to traffic at 7 
a.m. Thursday, Oct. 10, 
and remain closed until 
7 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 
16, for marsh repair.

That stretch is part 
of a larger resurfacing 
project on Hwy. 40 be-
tween the Chippewa-
Rusk county line and 
Hwy. 8 in Bruce, which 
is nearing completion.

During the closure for 
marsh repair, motorists 
will be directed to use 
a detour along Hwy. 64 
to Hwy. 27 to Hwy. 8.

The work is weather 
dependent, and if it 
can be completed 
sooner, Hwy. 40 will 
reopen early.

Rice Lake bridge 
project completed

The Main Street 
bridge over the 
Red Cedar River in 
downtown Rice Lake 
reopened completely 
on Thursday, Oct. 3.

The bridge had half 
its lanes closed and was 
at times completely 
closed for a $3.2 million 
bridge replacement 
project that started 
Sept. 17, 2018.

The project replaced 
the bridge deck, parts 
of which were around 
100 years old.
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Fest-goers hit the nail on the head at Dallas Oktoberfest
Those looking for something fun to do over the wet and windy weekend found their way to the 
village of Dallas on Saturday, Oct. 5, for the annual Oktoberfest celebration. New this year was 
“Hammerschlagen,” a game where the object is to be the first to drive a nail completely into a 
wood log. Women were permitted to use the flat end, while men could only use the narrow end 
of the cross peen hammer. Those who were the first to sink the nail won a free drink ticket from 
Valkyrie Brewing Company. Pictured above, left to right, are Justina Connell, Jen Renfroe and 
Lynn Rue. Connell won the round. Pictured below, festgoers raise their mugs in a round of cheers 
led by the Brian Brueggen and the Mississippi Valley Dutchmen polka band. The band played in 
the new pavilion constructed in the Dallas park. See more photos of Oktoberfest on Page A10.

A fleeing vehicle and 
a trailing Chetek police 
squad hit spike strips and 
a suspected drunk driver 
was arrested after a high-
speed chase on Hwy. 53 on 
Saturday evening, Oct. 5.

Court records said $5,000 
in cash and a loaded .32 
Magnum revolver were also 
found in the vehicle. 

The defendant was identi-
fied as as David W. Wanger-
in, 43, of Superior. Court re-
cords said Wangerin spent 
the weekend in jail but was 
freed Monday, Oct. 7, on 
$1,000 cash bond pending 

a postponed initial appear-
ance on Friday, Nov. 8.

The chase involved the 
Barron County Sheriff’s 
Department, along with 
police officers from Chetek 
and Cameron.

According to the com-
plaint, the incident be-
gan shortly after 11 p.m. 
Saturday in Chetek, when 
a city officer was parked 
along CTH SS and saw a car 
go by him. One of the car’s 
taillights wasn’t working. 
The officer followed the car 
west on CTH I, toward the 
Hwy. 53 interchange.

Even though the offi-
cer put on his emergency 
lights, the suspect vehicle 
didn’t stop. Once it got on 
the northbound on-ramp, 
the car quickly accelerated 
to an estimated 96 mph. 
The Chetek officer alerted 
dispatchers he was chasing 
the fleeing car.

A Cameron officer 
radioed that he would 
set “stop sticks” near the 
interchange of Hwy. 8 and 
Hwy. 53. A sheriff’s deputy 
set additional spikes on the 
freeway 
near 

Clickers will close for good on Saturday, Oct. 12

By CARl CoolEy

The Barron County Board 
of Supervisors approved 
switching the county’s 
group health insurance to 
a “partially self-funded” 
insurance plan with the 
passing of a resolution on 
Wednesday, Oct. 2.

The switch in 2020 won’t 
change costs or health 
care coverage for the ap-
proximately 654 insured 
county employees, but the 
change will save the county 
around $425,000 annually, 
said Barron County Ad-
ministrator Jeff French on 
Tuesday, Oct. 8.

Currently, the county 
pays for group health in-
surance coverage through 
Wisconsin Physicians 
Service—better known as 
WPS. The county and em-
ployees pay premiums to 

WPS and WPS covers health 
care costs, minus deduct-
ibles, copays or things not 
covered by the plan.

This year, the county’s 
cost of premiums was 
$5.363 million, French said.

With a self-funded insur-
ance plan, the county cre-
ates its own health insur-
ance account and uses it 
to pay for covered medical 
and prescription drug 
costs. It is directly main-
tained by funds from the 
county and premiums from 
employees. The county will 
pay Anthem/Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield to manage 
the plan and Professional 
Benefit Administrators Inc. 
to administer the plan.

The resolution passed on 
Oct. 2 allocated $920,000 
for the fund initially. 
Based 
on 

It’s Fire Prevention Week, 
National Newspaper Week

This week, from Sunday, 
Oct. 6, through Saturday, 
Oct. 12, it is Fire Preven-
tion Week and National 
Newspaper Week.

On Page B10 of this 
newspaper, find our salute 
to the Chetek Fire Depart-
ment with 16 fire safety 
tips, each sponsored by a 
local business. Also on the 
page are the photos and 
names of the 31 firefight-
ers on the department.

On Page A10, find the 
Chetek Alert’s subscrip-
tion giveaway in honor of 
National Newspaper Week. 

Successfully complete 
the newspaper-related 
word search and the 
crossword and return the 
entry to The Chetek Alert 
by 4:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Oct. 18, for a chance to 
win one of three free one-
year subscriptions. One 
entry per person.

Spike strips stop high-speed chase on Hwy. 53
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County switching to self-funded 
health insurance for employees
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A year after making 
themselves a promise to 
sell or lock the doors, the 
owners of Clicker’s Bar & 
Restaurant in Dallas will 
permanently close at the 
end of business operating 
hours this coming Satur-
day, Oct. 12.

Owners Ryan and Erica 
Lentz, both of whom are 
lifelong area residents, 
said that the decision—
while a painful one—came 
after they couldn’t find a 
willing buyer.

They made the announce-
ment on their Facebook 
page at the conclusion of 
Dallas’ Oktoberfest celebra-
tion on Saturday, Oct. 5.

“We had a pretty good 
day, considering the 
weather,” Ryan Lentz said 
Monday, Oct. 7. “Regardless 
of whether or not it rains, 
we have a pretty hardy 
crew that shows up for 
Oktoberfest, to drink some 

beer and eat some brats.”
However, the decision to 

close was under consider-
ation for awhile, he added.

“We gave ourselves an 
ultimatum last year that 
Oktoberfest would be the  
(deadline) to either move 
the business or to close,” 
he said.

The Lentz’s said they 
are ready to move on with 
their lives.

“We wanted to do this for 
10 years and then venture 

off (to other pursuits),” 
Ryan said. “We have two 
young children who are 
active in school and 4-H, 
and we want to be active as 
well, but the business has 
tied us down.”

Both Ryan and Erica put 
special emphasis on the 
fact that the business re-
mains on the market, for 
whomever would like to 
move forward with it.

BoB Zientara | Barron news-shield

A downtown Dallas institution for nearly a decade and 
one-half, Clicker’s Bar &Restaurant will permanently close 
after business hours on Saturday, Oct. 12.
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For landowners who had 
woods damaged by storms, 
deer and buckthorn are 
the biggest challenges to 
regenerating damaged 
forests, said Department of 
Natural Resources Forester 
Janette Cain.

Cain spoke to a group 
of about 25 people at a 
field day near Chetek on 
Saturday morning, Oct. 5. 
Wind and rain prevented 
tours of the Czerwonka 
and Lenbom woods along 
11th Avenue, which had 
been badly damaged by 
the May 2017 tornado and 
storm, but Cain spoke 
and answered questions 
from landowners. 

She said there are three 
phases of regenerating 
a forest, or establishing 
one; site prep, ordering 
saplings and planting.

First, the land must be 
prepped. A disc trench 
machine clears and 
prepares the ground for 
saplings to be planted. In 
areas without debris or 
terrain, it can be as sim-

ple as clearing the area 
and mowing. The area 
should also be sprayed to 
kill invasive species, such 
as buckthorn—a shrub 
that can out-compete na-
tive plants. Prickly ash is 
easier to handle, usually 
requiring one clearing 
and spraying, she said.

Cain recommended the 
site be sprayed for at least 
one year before planting, 
but two or three years of 
spraying were best.

Approximate costs 
were $75 per acre for disc 
trenching and $135 per 
acre for spraying for inva-
sive species.

Cain recommended 
planting around 800 trees 
per acre; pine saplings 
cost about $360 per acre 
and oak saplings cost 
about $504 per acre, plus 
shipping costs.

Hand planting costs, per 
acre, were $135 for pines 
and $185 for hardwoods. It 
can be done yourself, but 
it is arduous, backbreak-
ing work for those not ac-
customed to it, she noted.  

All the estimated costs 
were based on costs this 
year and were subject to 
change, she noted.

After a storm, Cain said 
it may seem expensive 
to replant, but there are 
grants that can help pay or 
for the costs.

An emergency fund 
after the storm will reim-
burse woodland owners 
for 60-percent of recovery 
costs, such as spraying 
for invasives. By having at 
least 10 acres in the Wis-
consin Forest Landowner 
Grant Program, grants can 
be used for spraying and 
planting.

In 
2017, 

Field day focuses on forest 
regeneration after damage
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Woods along 11th Avenue 
were cleared and later 
replanted after the 2017 
tornado. Management 
helps ensure the forest will 
successfully regenerate. 
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