
By Carl Cooley

Next week, an experi-
ment will be set up see 
if algae can successfully 
remove phosphorous from 
Chetek’s wastewater 
before the treated efflu-
ent is discharged into the 
Chetek River.

The experiment—
housed in a small, 20-foot 
trailer—will be set up by 
Gross-Wen Technologies 
at the Chetek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant on Water 

Street and will operate for 
about four months. 

It uses revolving al-
gal biofilm technology 
invented at Iowa State 
University in 2011. Since 
2014, Gross-Wen has been 
developing the technol-
ogy to sell to wastewa-
ter treatment plants. A 
full-size RAB was built in 
Slater, Iowa, where Gross-
Wen is based.

The Chetek Common 
Council approved the 
$40,000 pilot study in 

December 2019. 
The city will need to 

construct a new wastewa-
ter treatment plant within 
the next 10 years to meet 
more stringent standards 
for phosphorous removal 
set by the Department of 
Natural Resources. Cur-
rently, levels are mea-
sured at about 3.5 mil-
ligrams per liter of water, 
but need to be reduced 
down to 0.075 mg/L. Also, 
nitrogen levels may be 
reduced in the coming 
years. This test will see if 
the Gross-Wen’s RAB pro-
cess will work for both.

The process uses algae 
growing on a series of 
long, wide belts that dip 
into the wastewater. The 
belts slowly rotate and the 
algae takes up nitrogen 
and phosphorous from the 
wastewater. The algae is 
scraped off the belts once 
a week, thereby remov-
ing the nutrients from the 
water. The harvested algae 
and can then be processed 
into useful products, like 
fertilizer or bioplastics.

In some ways, it is like a 
larger, stationary version 
of the Chetek Lakes Pro-
tection Associations algae 
skimmer, but specialized 
for wastewater treatment.
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“DUNAMIS Therapy & Fitness is my first choice for PHYSICAL THERAPY! Larry is very thorough in setting up a 
treatment plan and his staff of assistants are very fun, knowledgeable and encouraging. I have just finished rehabilitation 
for a SORE KNEE and have already made DUNAMIS my “GO TO” place for rehab following a SHOULDER 
REPLACEMENT in January. I would like to thank all the staff for their upbeat attitude that makes therapy fun!”

PHYSICAL THERAPY SUCESS STORY
42**

STAFF
(Left to right)

Larry Hickok, PT
Sondra Becker, PTA, LMT

Brett Johnson, PTAAlyce Bannister DUNAMIS Therapy & Fitness • 831 Dallas Street, Chetek • 715-925-2471 • Dunamistherapy.com

WHERE YOU RECEIVE PHYSICAL THERAPY IS YOUR CHOICE!
Choose DUNAMIS for results like Alyce’s.

The number one choice for Physical Therapy in 2020! 

Dam repairs less than estimated
A story in the Wednes-

day, Jan. 22, edition of The 
Chetek Alert and Barron 
News-Shield incorrectly es-
timated the cost of a repair 
project scheduled this year 
on the Chetek Dam.

The entire cost of the 
project is estimated 
at $60,000 in the 2020 
county budget. The county 
will be applying for a 
grant from the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Re-
sources to pay 50 percent 
of the project cost.

According to county dam 
coordinator Tyler Gruetz-
macher, the county is work-
ing with Ayres Associates to 
develop a plan to repair the 
Tainter gate on the Chetek 
Dam. It is a steel structure 
with a wood face.

“The steel structure is in 
good shape,” he said Thurs-
day, Jan. 23. “The boards 
are now 17 years old and in 
need of replacement, along 
with the hardware for the 
lifting mechanism and the 
seals along the sides of the 
gate. We are also thinking 
of adding a plastic face to 

the new boards in order to 
prolong their life.”

There is also an area 
under the outlet spillway 
of the Tainter gate that 
is undermined. It will be 
addressed as well, and 
the engineer is evaluating 
methods to fill the void 
with concrete, Gruetz-
macher added.

“We have budgeted 
$60,000 for these two proj-
ects combined,” he said. 
“The DNR has a municipal 
dam grant program and 
we are going to apply for 
50 percent of the cost of 
the project. The grant pro-
gram is competitive across 
the state. If successful, it 
would reduce the county’s 
cost. The projects need to 
be done this year regard-
less of our success with 
the grant.”

The county will not be 
doing a drawdown of the 
lake along with the project, 
he added.

In the story, the namesake 
of the style of dam gate was 
misidentified. He was Jer-
emiah Burnham Tainter.

Pianist to perform 
at Chetek Lutheran

The Chetek Lutheran 
Church Women, Wom-
en of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 
America, will meet at 
1:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Feb. 5.

Hannah Circle 
presents a musical 
program by Manfred 
Schonauer, a pianist 
who enjoys sharing his 
talents with groups in 
northern Wisconsin.

All are welcome to 
attend this program. 
Refreshments will be 
served. Chetek Luther-
an Church is located at 
1419 Second St.

Waffles dinner 
fundraiser to be 
at high school

The Cameron Music 
Parents organization 
will hold their annual 
Dad’s Belgian Waffles 
dinner fundraiser.

The event is planned 
for 4:30–7 p.m. on Tues-
day, Feb. 4, at Cameron 
High School, 750 S. First 
St., Cameron.

New this year is a 
silent auction that will 
be held during the 
evening. Items and 
services from many 
area businesses will be 
auctioned off to the 
highest bidder.

Advance sale tickets 
can be purchased in the 
Cameron High School 
office. Cost is $7 for 
adults, $5 for students. 
At the door, cost is $8 
for adults, $6 for stu-
dents. Children 5 years 
and under eat free.
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Nineteen CWHS students inducted into National Honor Society
Nineteen new students were inducted into the Chetek-Weyerhaeuser High School chapter of 
the National Honor Society during a special ceremony for family and friends on Friday, Jan. 
24. Included in the festivities was Mayor/Pastor Jeff Martin, who was the guest speaker for 
the event. The new inductees join 15 current members who will work throughout the year on 
modeling the NHS virtues of character, scholarship leadership and service. New NHS members, 
pictured above, are as follows: in front, from left to right, are Hannah Gesler, Hailee Parks, 
Rylee Buchman, Kendyl Johnson, Isabelle Sukopp, Kendyl Lentz, Rebecca York, Madison Haas 
and Brett Bartels; in back are Molly Bitney, Sydney Antczak, Madeleine Schofield, Emma Sather, 
Maggie Timm, Brody Killoren, Joseph Jensen, Samuel Hall, Liam Tschumperlin and Heinrich 
Kutrieb. Second-year NHS members, pictured below, are as follows: in front, from left to right, 
are Danielle Westholm, Eryn Boese, Jessika Fjelstad, Claire Knutson, Allison Sexton and Coral 
Grensing; in back are Kyle Bilodeau, Will Peters, Eliott Paetzold, Anna Siems, Maggie Reisner, 
Hannah Steinmetz, Asher Beach, Darien Traczyk and Carter Hanson.

Entire house to be moved from 
Knapp Street to Tainter Street

An entire house on 
Knapp Street will be moved 
from near the intersection 
of 15th Street to the 400 
block of Tainter Street, if 
all goes to plan, on Thurs-
day, Jan. 30.

The house was the man-
ager’s house when the 39-
acre property was owned 
by Jennie-O and operated 
as a turkey farm. The prop-
erty was sold to the city of 
Chetek in 2018.

With the idea to turn the 
property into a housing de-
velopment, the city began 
looking at what to do with 
the existing house: keep it, 
demolish it or move it?

“The city was concerned 
that if we left the manag-
er’s house where it is, a po-
tential developer would see 
it ‘in the way’ to the kind 
of homes he was trying to 
build there, so we thought 
the best thing to do was 
sell it,” noted Chetek Mayor 
Jeff Martin.

Last year, the city put the 

house up for sale for it to 
be moved. It was purchased 
for $1 by Ken Schmidt, a 
local construction contrac-
tor. While the price of the 
house may seem very low, 
Martin noted it will costs 
thousands of dollars to 
move it.

The house will be moved 
to a lot in the 400 block 
of Tainter Street, where a 
foundation has been con-
structed for the house.

The house was planned 
to be moved last fall, but 
delays in coordinating with 
electric and cable utility 
companies pushed back the 
move until now. 

Due to the size of the 
house, linemen must dis-
connect and move power 
lines and cable lines that 
hang across the moving 
route. As the house moves 
past, the lines will be re-
connected. 

Chetek Police Department 
will escort the move. The 
move is about 0.7 miles.
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This house, the former manager’s house for the old 
Jennie-O turkey farm property on Knapp Street, will be 
moved to a lot on Tainter Street on Thursday, Jan. 30.
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Pictured above is the revolving algal bioflim unit devel-
oped by Gross-Wen Technologies, based in Slater, Iowa. 
Wastewater flows into the concrete basin and rotating 
belts (black, center) dip into the water. Algae grows on 
the belts and takes up phosphorous and nitrogen from 
the wastewater. Gross-Wen will be testing to see if a 
small test unit will work in Chetek’s cold climate.
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