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Quick Reads

PittCo Sports Hall 
of Fame
Deadline to submit 
nominations for the 
Pittsylvania County 
Sports Hall of Fame is 
March 15.  The ninth 
induction Ceremony 
is June 25.  Contact 
George Henderson 
434-724-5046 or 434-
724-4343 for nomina-
tion form.

American Legion 
Chatham Post 47
The American Legion 
Chatham Post 47 
will meet Thursday, 
March 16, at 6 p.m., 
Chatham Train Depot.  
Note that future meet-
ings will be on the 
third Thursday of 
each month.  For 
information contact 
Ken Bowman 434-
724-4343.

Pittsylvania 
County 
Republican 
Committee
The Pittsylvania 
County Republican 
Committee will meet 
Thursday, March 16, 
7 p.m. at the Hunt and 
Company, 24 Reid 
Street, Chatham. 
Informal meeting 
starts at 6 p.m. For 
more information, 
contact Will Pace at 
p i t t s y l v a n ia g o p @
gmail.com.

Chatham Garden 
Club Geranium 
Sale
Calliope, Wilhelm 
Languth, Dynamo and 
White Splash Fairy 
geraniums available 
in six and nine inch 
pots. Combination 
hanging baskets 
also available.  Sale 
runs until March 16. 
Contact Joan Walker 
at 434-432-9108 for 
order forms.

Cruisin’ for Levi 
Burke
Cruisin’ for Levi Burke 
is  Saturday, March 
18, 4:30 p.m. at Dan 
River Church parking 
lot> for more infor-
mation call 434-822-
3054. Wear green.

Pressure canner 
lid testing
Virginia Cooperative 
Extension is testing 
pressure-canning lids 
on March 20 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. If 
interested stop by 
the office and bring 
your lid and gauge. 
Free. The office is 
located at 19783 US 
HWY 29S, Suite C, 
Chatham VA 24531. 
For questions,call 
434-432-7770.

Climax VFD drive-
thru fish dinner
Climax Volunteer Fire 
Department will be 
hosting a drive-thru 
fish dinner fundraiser 
on Saturday, March 
25, 4:30 p.m. at the 
fire station. $10 per 
plate and includes 
fish, hush puppies, 
corn on the cob, cole 
slaw, dessert, and a 
drink.   (No pre-orders 
on pickup dinners).

Main Street grant match not in Chatham budget

STAFF REPORT

The Chicago Bears have 
signed a $72 million, four-
year contract with Tremaine 
Edmunds, one of the three 
NFL Edmunds brothers of 
Danville, according to mul-
tiple news sources.

It is the largest four 
year contract for an inside 
linebacker in the National 
Football League, and 
includes $50 million guar-
anteed, according to ESPN. 

Edmunds is a free agent 
player and is the second 
starting linebacker added 
by the Bears, according to 
ESPN. 

Edmunds was formerly 
with the Buffalo Bills, hav-
ing been voted team captain 
by his peers by being the 
leader of a league-leading 
defense and a starter from 
the beginning of his career 
with Buffalo, according to 
ESPN. He made more than 
100 tackles in each of his first 
five seasons with the Bills, 
while being named to two 
Pro Bowls in 2020 and 2021.  
Edmunds, along with his two 

Edmunds 
given $72 
million 
contract 
with Bears

By CHUCK 
VIPPERMAN

Southside Correspondent

The Danville Life Saving 
Crew is dealing with a one-
two punch.  In addition to 
running more calls than 
ever, they’re also dealing 
with the skyrocketing cost 
of doing business, and with 
personnel shortages.  

Crew Operations 
Director Bryan Fox says 
since 2017 the number of 
calls for emergency prehos-

pital medical assistance has 
grown from 7,736 to over 
15,000.  The increase has 
come despite the Danville 
area having a fairly steady 
population over the past 
five years.

“Between 1945 and 
2017, the Danville Life 
Saving Crew operated as 
a volunteer-based organiza-
tion with volunteers leav-
ing their employment and 
responding to emergency 

Challenging times for Danville Life Saving Crew

Drew Mumich/Star-Tribune

With spring already in bloom, snow finally falls
Flowers and trees are blooming, but that didn’t stop a short but visible snowfall Sunday morning. 
A resident at 106 Main St. in Chatham seized the first opportunity this winter to build a small, but 
scrappy snowman. The snowman lasted through much of Monday, but by that evening its head had 
fallen off to the side, and by Tuesday, most of it had melted away  — as will winter when spring of-
ficially  begins Monday, March 20. 

Tremaine Edmunds

By DIANA 
MCFARLAND

Star-Tribune Editor

Another solar farm 
got a final approval 
to proceed Tuesday 
by the Pittsylvania 
County Board of 
Zoning Appeals. 

The Hillendale util-
ity scale solar project 
will encompass 1,555 
acres, with about 450 
acres used for the pan-
els. 

The facility will be 
on 12 parcels of land 
located off Honeybee, 
Straightstone, Watts 
and Melon roads in 
the Bannister and 
Staunton River dis-

Another solar farm gets final approval to proceed

Submitted photo
The Danville Lifesaving Crew works with the Danville Fire Department and 
Danville Police Department in responding to motor vehicle accidents. 

tricts and involves 23 land-
owners. Hillandale Solar 
was the applicant for the 
project and it will be con-
nected to the Dominion 
Power grid. 

The project will have a 
siting agreement with the 
county, and will generate 
about $9 million over the 
life of the project with a 
substantial payout in the 

first year of operation. 
The siting agreement 

refers to legislation passed 
by the General Assembly in 
2021 that provided another 

Diana McFarland/Star-Tribune
The solar farm along Climax Road is often used as an example of the lack of 
vegetative buffer and how that impacts appearance by other solar companies 
and residents. 
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William
Neathery
of  Danville

Thanks for 
subscribing

to the Star-Tribune!

Eight young women embrace their sparkle  page 1B

See CREW, page 2A

See SOLAR, page 2ASee NFL, page 2A

By DREW MUMICH 
Star Tribune Staff Writer

Chatham First’s request 
for monetary support to 
revitalize Main Street was 
not included in the town’s 
preliminary budget.

The community-based 
nonprofit had asked the 
Town Council to commit 
$10,000 that would serve 
as a match for a community 
business launch grant from 
the Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development. 

Chatham First had made 
a similar request during the 
previous year’s budget sea-
son, but it came after the 
budget had been finalized. Drew Mumich/Star-Tribune

Chatham First has eyed a grant for two years to assist in a revitalization effort, similar to what has been 
done in Danville, which has brought in numerous new businesses to the River District. See MAIN, page 2A


