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Quick Reads

  
Hello, 

James
Ballengee
of Danville
Thanks for 
subscribing

to the Star-Tribune!

Talent hits
the stage at 
the Danville

Police
Department

See page 2B

2nd graders describe how to cook a turkey page 1B

Black Friday 
Babysitting 
On Friday, Nov. 25, 8 
a.m. to noon $25 per 
child, breakfast and 
snack included. Crafts, 
music and games 
for kids while their 
parents get holiday 
shopping done. 215 
Third Ave, Danville 
Va. Sponsored by 
Compassion Danville 
YTH and Kids 
Ministries.

Gretna vs 
Altavista Alumni 
game
Gretna vs Altavista 
Alumni game will 
be Sat., Nov. 26 at 
Gretna High School.  
This event fetures two 
games of older and 
younger alumni play-
ers from both schools. 
Doors open at 4:30 
p.m. with the first 
game starting at 5:30 
p.m. $10. There will 
be no advance tick-
ets sold. All proceeds 
will go toward scholar-
ships for 2023.

Eagles Saturday 
Breakfast 
Eagles monthly fourth 
Saturday breakfast is 
Nov. 26, 1-88 a.m. The 
public is welcome. 
Located at 5731 South 
Boston Hwy.

Ribbon Cutting 
Event for 
Glenwood Oil and 
Gas
Join the Danville 
Pittsylvania County 
Chamber of 
Commerce for a rib-
bon cutting event 
as they welcome 
Glenwood Oil and 
Gas to a new location 
in Gretna, Va. on Fri., 
Dec. 2 from 10-11 a.m. 
at 779 South Main St., 
Gretna. Open to the 
public. Free.

Chatham 
Christmas Parade
The Chatham 
Christmas Parade 
is Dec. 3,  6 p.m. If 
anyone would like to 
participate please line 
up at 5 p.m. on Hurt 
Street. For questions 
call 434-432-1516.

SPCA Chatham 
Christmas Parade 
If anyone would like to 
join the SPCA during 
the Dec. 3 Chatham 
Christmas parade, 
they are welcome to 
join us at the Corner 
of Hurt and Main at 
5 p.m.

Kentuck VFD stew
Kentuck Volunteer 
Fire Department will 
have stew on Dec. 
3. Pickup time will 
be from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. $8 quart, to pre-
order call fire depart-
ment leave name how 
many and telephone 
number. The phone 
number to call is 434-
822-8026.

For more Quick 
Reads, see page 
10A

Westover parent arrested for alleged threat to school
From STAFF REPORTS

A Westover Christian Academy 
parent was arrested in connection 
with a threat made to the school on 
Nov. 17.

Douglas Scholz, 51, was arrested 
Nov. 18 and charged with making 
threats of death or bodily injury to 
persons on school property, according 
to the Danville Police.

He was arrested at his Martinsville 
home by Henry County Sheriff’s dep-
uties.

The Danville Police were notified 
of a verbal threat on Nov. 17 at 2:20 
p.m., which stated that an incident 
would occur at the school during dis-
missal. The police were on the scene 
as a safety precaution for students, 
parents, teachers and administrators.

The suspect had been at Juvenile & 

Domestic Relations (J&DR) court for 
a custody matter earlier in the day, 
according to the Danville police.

The Danville Police has declined to 
provide any further information con-
cerning the case. Efforts to reach the 
Henry County Sheriff’s Office con-
cerning Scholtz’ status was unsucess-
ful by press time. 

Douglas Scholz

By DIANA 
MCFARLAND

Star-Tribune Editor

The Caesars Virginia 
temporary casino will 
be built at the same 
Schoolfield property 
where the permanent 
casino will be located, 
according to Danville 
City spokesperson Arnold 
Hendrix. 

Caesars spokesperson 
Robert Jarrett, however, 
declined to provide any 
further details. 

Plans for the temporary 
gaming facility were men-
tioned in a recent confer-
ence call with investors. 

By law, the casino 
must be located at the 
Schoolfield site, since 
that is the location that 
was listed in the casino 
referendum question 
Danville voters passed 
in November 2020, said 
Hendrix in an email.  

The Virginia General 
Assembly in 2020 passed 
House Bill 4, which paved 
the way for commercial 
casinos in economically 
distressed cities meeting 
specific criteria. Those 
cities included Danville, 
as well as Bristol, 
Norfolk, Portsmouth and 
Richmond. The decision 
to allow a casino in each 
city was then put to vot-
ers and only Richmond 
declined to proceed. 

Hard Rock is building 
the Bristol casino and in 
July opened a temporary 
gaming facility in a for-
mer mall as it builds the 
main facility. Norfolk 
has done the same. The 

Temp 
casino 
will be at 
Schoolfield

salaries
on

The Chatham Star-Tribune will publish the salaries of 
all Pittsylvania County and School Division employees 
who earn $55,000 or more in the Nov. 30 edition. 

The salaries of state and local employees making more 
than $10,000 a year are considered public record and are 
open to inspection. 

Information requested included name, position, salary 
and department, if applicable. 

By DREW MUMICH 
Star Tribune Staff Writer

Tammy Duncan lives 
in Cascade in a single-
wide trailer with her two 
daughters where repairs 
are one step forward, 
three steps back. 

“I just got a lot of work 
that needs to be done to 
it, like the floors and stuff 
like that. My windows are 
messed up. I have some 
mold issues. Like, every 
time I try to fix some-
thing, there are 20 other 
things that need to be 
fixed,” Duncan said.

This isn’t unusual for 
Pittsylvania residents 
facing financial issues, 
explained Kim Baldridge, 

Work begins on Danville’s Habitat community

the executive director for Danville 
Pittsylvania County Habitat for Humanity. 

“Most of these families spend over 30% 
of their income on housing and utilities. So 
that’s nothing left for, you know, quality 

food or going to the doctor and taking care 
of their health,” Baldridge said.

Duncan couldn’t keep up with the repairs 

By SAMI MIRZA
Star-Tribune News 

Correspondent

The Virginia Department 
of Transportation has a 
message for residents of 
south-central Virginia: 
Winter is coming, and 
VDOT is ready.

“We have our plan in 
place, and now we just 
need to see what the win-
ter throws at us weather-
wise,” said Len Stevens, 
communications manager 
with VDOT’s Lynchburg 
district, which stretches 
from Nelson County in 
the north to Danville and 
Halifax in the south, and 
from Lynchburg in the 
west to Cumberland and 
Prince Edward counties in 
the east.

Stevens said the district 
has budgeted $7 million to 

VDOT: Winter is coming and crews are ready

respond to adverse winter 
weather.

“Just in the Lynchburg 
District, we have more than 
17,000 lane miles that we 
cover,” Stevens explained. 
“We have more than 540 
pieces of snow removal 
equipment, and more than 
500 VDOT and contract 
employees are available 

to be called out for snow 
removal.”

Stevens added this winter 
can be expected, “to be a 
little bit warmer.”

“That does not necessari-
ly mean that we won’t have 
a major storm: even if we 
have a winter that overall 
is warmer and has lower 
precipitation than past win-

ters, it doesn’t mean that 
we won’t have a massive 
storm that comes in and 
dumps several inches, or, 
even worse, freezing rain, 
which I think is the biggest 
nightmare,” Stevens stated. 
“Whatever the predictions 
for the weather coming up, 
I certainly think we need to 

be on our toes and watch 
the weather forecast very 
carefully.”

According to Stevens, a 
key part of the preparation 
has been understanding the 
roads in the district and 
conducting “dry runs” so 

Photo courtesy of VDOT
A VDOT snow plow works to clear roadways. 

See CASINO, page 2A

Photo courtesy of Tammy Duncan
Tammy Duncan, center, with daughters Aniya and Donna.

See HABITAT, page 2A

Drew Mumich/Star Tribune

Danville Police Department hosts annual Thanksgiving Food Giveaway
The Danville Police Department hosted its annual Thanksgiving food giveaway on Nov. 21 at the 
new headquarters at 1 Community Way (2291 Memorial Drive). Community engagement officer Dre 
Edmonds helped hand out 400 boxes that included spaghetti sauce and pasta, canned vegetables, tuna, 
peanut butter, brown rice and other foods, including fruits and vegetables. Residents waited in their 
cars as the line for the free food stretched down to Memorial Drive.

See VDOT, page 2A


