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Quick Reads

  
Hello, 
Ray

Brook
of  Chatham

Thanks for 
subscribing

to the Star-Tribune!

Danville 
announces 
teachers 
of the
year

See page 8B

Celebrating local businesses with Honor Roll of Service page 11-12B

Northern PittCo 
Food Center give-
away
T h e N o r t h e r n 
Pittsylvania Co. Food 
Center giveaway is 
Friday, Jan. 27, 8:30-
10:30 a.m., for all reg-
istered families. New 
sign up participants 
should arrive no later 
than 10 a.m. to fill out 
paperwork. Please 
return all banana 
boxes on Jan. 27.

Dry Fork Ruritan 
stew and bake 
sale
Dry Fork Ruritans 
will hold its last stew 
and bake sale on 
Saturday, Jan. 28, 
at the Dry Fork Fire 
Department.  Cost is 
$7 a quart. Pickup is 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Call to 432-0208 to 
preorder.  Leave a 
message if there is 
no answer, and your 
order will be con-
firmed with a return 
phone call.

Pro Wrestling 
Fundraiser
A Pure Pro Wrestling 
fundraising show 
will be held at the 
Chatham Volunteer 
Fire Department, 35 
Depot St., Chatham 
on Saturday, Jan. 28, 
belltime 7:30 p.m. 
(doors open at 6:30 
p.m.) Tickets are $15 
for adults; children 
age six and under are 
free. Tickets online at 
PAYPAL.ME/
PUREPRO247
or CASHAPP@
$PURE
PROPOWER. 
Sponsored by 
Davenport Energy at 
434-432-0251.

Chatham Ruritan 
Club Brunswick 
stew
On Saturday, Feb. 4 
the Chatham Ruritan 
Club will make and 
sell Brunswick stew 
at Truist Bank in the  
Tightsqueeze Plaza 
parking lot. Stew is 
$7.50 per quart, pick-
up from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon. For pre-orders 
call Jimmy Scearce 
at 728-3952.

American 
Legion Post 325 
Brunswick stew 
The American Legion 
Post 325, 135 
American Legion 
Blvd, Danville, is 
holding a Brunswick 
stew Saturday, Feb. 4 
at noon.   The cost is 
$7 a quart.  Call 434-
836-5132 and leave a 
message with name 
and the number of 
quarts desired.

R i c e v i l l e - J a v a 
VFD Stew and 
Bake Sale
R i c e v i l l e - J a v a 
Volunteer Fire 
Department will hold 
a stew and bake sale 
Feb. 4. $8 per quart 
and ready at 11 a.m. 
To preorder, contact 
James Yeatts at 434-
251-5406.

After lost deal, Berry Hill moves forward
By DIANA 

MCFARLAND
Star-Tribune Editor

While it is unclear if 
Virginia — and more spe-
cifically — the Berry Hill 
mega site — was the final 
selection for a Ford Co. 
battery plant, nevertheless, 
local leaders and residents 
were dismayed at the pos-
sible loss of a future large 
employer. 

Last week, the Richmond 
Times Dispatch reported 
that Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
had halted the deal, presum-
ably due to Ford’s partner-
ship with a Chinese com-
pany. A Ford spokesperson 
later denied it had made a 
final site selection, accord-
ing to the Times-Dispatch. Diana McFarland/Star-Tribune

Grading was ongoing last week at the Berry Hill megasite, and is part of the preparation necessary to cre-
ate pad ready sites for interested businesses. 

Booth finalist for 
top cop job in N.C.

By DIANA 
MCFARLAND

Star-Tribune Editor

Danville’s Police Chief 
Scott Booth is a finalist for 
a job in Winston-Salem, 
according to Winston-
Salem Assistant City 
Manager Patrice Toney.

Booth is one of four 
selected by the city for the 
job of police chief and the 
finalists were announced 
Friday.

The other three final-
ists are currently serving 
as assistant chiefs with the 
Winston-Salem, according 
to Toney.

“I was looking for an 
opportunity to go to a larger 
city, to really spread my 
model of crime reduction 
and community engage-
ment to make another com-
munity better. I believe 
that true focused commu-
nity based policing can both 
reduce crime and increase 

Casino dealer training 
starts in February

trust between the residents 
and the officers who they 
depend on,” said Booth in 
a statement. 

Winston-Salem has a 
population of 250,320, 
compared to Danville’s 
42,215, according to a 
July 2021 estimate by the 
U.S. Census. 

This is the second time 
in less than a year that 

By DIANA MCFARLAND
Star-Tribune Editor

Caesars Virginia is looking to hire 
140-150 table game dealers to work in 
the temporary casino now being built in 
Danville. 

However, Caesars has not yet 
announced an opening date for the tem-
porary casino. 

Meanwhile, Caesars urges those inter-
ested in working at the casino to apply, as 
dealer training begins Feb. 27.

Overall, the company plans to hire a 
total of 450 people for the temporary 
casino, said Caesars Virginia General 

Manager Chris Albrecht.
Those workers will then transition to 

the permanent resort property when that 
opens in late 2024, he said.

The dealer training takes 11-12 weeks 
and provides instruction on how to deal 
cards and oversee other table games, such 
as roulette, black jack, poker-derived 
games and Ultimate Texas Hold’Em, said 
Albrecht. 

Those who apply will receive a follow-
up email and be invited to a hiring event 
in a few weeks, which will consist of a 

Diana McFarland/Star-Tribune
Dealers will begin working in the temporary casino and move to the perma-
nent facility when it opens in 2024. 

Chatham Town 
Council selects 
replacement

Scott Booth

See DEAL, page 2A

See JOB, page 10A

By DREW MUMICH 
Star Tribune Staff Writer 

The Chatham Town 
Council Monday voted to 
appoint Crystal Powell to 
replace Councilmember 
Matt Bell, who resigned 
earlier this month. 

The Council will also 
hold a special election in 
November to fill the remain-
der of Bell’s seat. 

In all, three individuals 
submitted letters of intent 
for the seat and interviews 
were held in a Jan. 23 closed 
session. 

When Bell submitted 
his written resignation, 
relinquishing his seat, the 
Chatham Town Council 
voted to issue a writ of elec-
tion for the November 7 
general election.

“We were pleased to 
have two other letters of 
interest from Roger “Trip” 
Maxfield, a teacher at 
Chatham High School, and 
Rick Dixon, longtime resi-
dent and friend of Chatham. 

All parties were well-qual-
ified, and Council encour-
aged Roger and Rick to 
consider other ways to work 
with Council to improve 
and advance our town,” said 
Mayor Alisa Davis.

Powell received three 
votes in favor of her appoint-
ment. Councilmembers 
Teresa Easley, Irvin Perry 
and Robert Thompson 
voted in favor of Powell, 
with Councilmembers Janet 

Crystal Powell was se-
lected to replace Matt 
Bell.

See PICK, page 10A

Graphic courtesy of the Centers for Disease Control
Hepatitis A is a liver infection caused by the hepa-
titis A virus. The hepatitis A virus is found in the 
stool of people who are infected and can survive on 
surfaces for several months.

By DREW MUMICH 
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Local health offi-
cials warned of a pos-
sible influx of Hepatitis 
A (HAV) in the region at 
the Jan. 17 Pittsylvania 
County Board of 
Supervisors work ses-
sion. 

“In light of the com-
ing Caesars casino to 
the City of Danville, 
we expect to see a pos-
sible uptick of hepatitis 
A cases with an increase 
in mobile traffic, such as 
those associated with the 
casino. This could poten-
tially affect food workers, 
sanitation workers, tattoo 
artists and more,” said 
Krystal Davis, business 
manager at the Virginia 
Department of Health.

Virginia is one of nine 
states in the country that 
has an ongoing outbreak 

Local health officials warn of 
possible increase of Hepatitis A

of HAV, with 556 cases in 
the state according a Center 
for Disease report for Jan 1 
2019 -July 22, 2021. 

“Hepatitis A has become 
a severe problem in the 
southwest of Virginia,” said 
Julia J Gwaltney, a pub-
lic health nurse manager 

with the health department. 
Since 2019 Pittsylvania 
County has enjoyed a low 
rate of the virus, with only 
two known cases, compared 
to like Virginia Beach, with 

See DEALER, page 10A

See HAV, page 11A


