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BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Homeland City 
Council held its regular-
ly scheduled meeting, 
Thursday, July 9.

During the meeting, 
the council announced the 
kiddie park of Waughtel 
Park has been disman-
tled and moved to make 
room for the installation 
of the new well. The well 
is currently being cali-
brated and drilling will 
begin this week. The new 
system is being paid for 
by the Community De-
velopment Block Grant 
(CDBG) funds.

City employee Bobby 
Brantley shared the trash 
crew is doing a good job 
and the only issues are 
with the old cans. The 
trash truck tippers have 
been fixed, and are con-
tinuing to work well. He 
said the crew is working 
on swapping out broken 
cans with repaired cans. 
He also suggested the city 
change trash pick-up days 
to Tuesdays, as many hol-
idays fall on Mondays, 
this will give the trash 
crews more time to swap 
out broken cans. Because 
the third Tuesday of the 

month is when white 
goods are picked up, this 
pick-up day will be moved 
to the third Thursday. 
The council agreed to 
switch the days effective 
August 1. 

Councilman Mark Wil-
liams shared the drainage 
issue in Nature Trails 
Estate neighborhood has 
been corrected. The public 
works team is also work-
ing on repairing trash-
cans, cleaning ditches, 
and servicing vehicles. 
One of the lawn mowers 
was taken to the shop for 
repairs. Councilman L.C. 
Guinn shared he has been 
to the neighborhood dur-
ing several showers and 
the yards have not been 
flooding. The councilman 
is currently working on 
the drainage issue on 
East Hazel. He also found 
a tree on the road that 
needs to be taken down. 
The council agreed, a con-
tractor would need to be 
called for the tree. He has 
also been working on fix-
ing trashcans. 

Councilman Jon Fin-
sness announced the 
dumpster is still at city 
hall and is continuing to 

be used. The dumpster 
will be emptied this week. 
The city is only paying 
$250.00 per dump, which 
is usually done monthly. 
The Clean Community 
Board is researching the 
cost of purchasing its own 
dumpster and looking 
into cost variations be-
tween renting and owning 
a dumpster.

Councilman Finsness 
also presented the coun-
cil with a warning letter 
to be used to enforce the 
Clean Community Ordi-
nance. The council agreed 
to send the letter to the 
attorney to look over it 
and make any revisions. 
It will then be presented 
to the council again.

Mayor Ouida Johnson 
shared there is no hurry 
to fill the Public Works 
Supervisor position as the 
council’s involvement has 
been going well.

The council unani-
mously voted to give of-
ficer Mike King a $1.00 
per hour raise and to have 
him promoted to Lieuten-
ant.

The council will meet 
again Thursday, August 
13 at 7:00 p.m. at city hall. 

Trash pick-up day changed, CDGB 
well being installed in Homeland

THE KIDDIE AREA OF WAUGHTEL PARK HAS BEEN MOVED 

FOR THE INSTALLATION OF THE NEW CDBG WELL.

The Folkston Police 
Department released the 
following crash reports 
for the dates of June 3 
through June 21.

On June 3, vehicle one, 
a 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 
driven by Stephanie Es-
tell Tarpley, was parked 
in a parking space at 
Amerifuel.  Vehicle two, 
a 2003 Mazda Tribute, 
driven by Shannon Joyce 
Duggar, was stopped be-
hind the Hyundai. The 
Hyundai began backing 
out and struck the trailer 
the Mazda was pulling.

June 13, vehicle one, 
a 2011 Chevrolet Impala, 
driven by Chidonna Ma-
rie Anderson, was exiting 
its parking place at the 
Family Dollar parking 
lot by backing south.  Ve-
hicle two, a 2014 Dodge 
Challenger, driven by 
Earl Gibbs, was traveling 

east through the park-
ing lot. Anderson, in the 
Chevrolet Impala, did not 
see the Dodge Challenger 
and backed into the Chal-
lenger, resulting in minor 
damage to both vehicles.

June 13, vehicle one, a 
2012 Toyota Venza, driv-
en by Helen Elaine Reed, 
was stopped at the stop 
sign on Dixie Lake Road 
and Main Street.  Vehi-
cle two, a 2002 Honda 
Accord, driven by Glen-
da C. Mantz, was trave-
ling east on Main Street, 
approaching Dixie Lake 
Road.  The Toyota Venza 
failed to yield to the Hon-
da Accord entering on 
Main Street.  The Honda 
Accord struck the Toyota 
Venza.

June 16, vehicle two, 
a 2000 Honda Civic, was 
parked facing west in 
the parking lot of Double 

D’s Auto Sales unoccu-
pied. Vehicle one, a 2010 
Dodge Avenger, driven 
by Vakeya Champ, was 
parked facing west, un-
der the car covering awn-
ing at Double D’s Auto 
Sales.  The Dodge Aveng-
er attempted to back from 
under the awning.  The 
Dodge Avenger struck 
the Honda Civic.

June 16, vehicle one, 
a 2015 Mercedes Benz, 
was parked in the Har-
vey’s parking lot and un-
occupied. An unknown 
second vehicle struck the 
Mercedes, damaging the 
headlight.  The second ve-
hicle then left the scene.

June 21, vehicle one, a 
2014 Ford Edge, driven by 
Shelly Marie Griffis, was 
traveling southbound on 
GA Highway 4 just south 
of Third Street, when the 
Ford Edge hit a deer.

Folkston Police Dept. 

releases crash reports

Gabe Allen and Lan-
dry Steedley, of Folkston, 
passed out goodie bags to 
the Folkston Police De-
partment and Charlton 
County Sheriff’s Office to 
show their support for lo-
cal law enforcement.

“Charlton has been 
and will be our commu-
nity. The place where 
we will grow old, retire 
and continue to raise our 
kids,” said Cici Allen. 
“Our goal as parents is to 

teach our children to love 
and respect their commu-
nity, along with the peo-
ple who make it a great 
place to live. What better 
way to do so than to get 
them involved in loving 
the people in it and un-
derstanding what they do 
every day to serve us?”

Gabe is the four-year-
old son of Robby and Cici 
Allen. Landry is the four-
year-old son of Jay and 
Kristen Steedley.

“This is the beginning 
of many ideas we have 
planned throughout the 
community,” said Allen, 
“We decided with all the 
negativity in the me-
dia involving officers, it 
would be a great start to 
begin with them by let-
ting them know that we 
support the great men 
and women who protect 
and serve our communi-
ty.”

Allen, Steedley ‘Back the 
Blue’ with goodie bags

GABE ALLEN AND LANDRY STEEDLEY, BOTH 4, PASSED OUT GOODIE BAGS

TO LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT.

BY MARLA OGLETREE

Summer has arrived 
in full swing, bringing 
with it out door fun, mos-
quitoes and lots of heavy 
rain – reminding citizens 
hurricane season is well 
underway. If the year so 
far has been a sign for 
what is to come, now is 
the time to be ready. 

But before you call 
Noah for instructions on 
how to build the ark, fol-
low these steps to get pre-
pared.

First, if evacuation 
orders are given, pack 
essentials and valuables 
and leave for a safer loca-
tion.

“My biggest concern is 
for the citizens who are 
asked to evacuate, but 
won’t leave,” said Char-
lton County EMA/EMS 
Director Bruce Young. 
“Please leave.”

Those choosing to 
“hunker down” should 
keep in mind, under cer-
tain conditions, the emer-
gency department cannot 
respond. 

“If the wind is 45 miles 
per hour, we can’t re-
spond. Bridges are also 
closed under those condi-
tions,” said Young.

Citizens wishing to 
stay, should check off 
items from the following 
list provided by the Na-
tional Hurricane Center:

• Water: One gallon, 
per person, per day, for 
three days

• Non perishable food: 
enough for three days

• Flashlight(s)
• Battery powered ra-

dio
• Extra batteries
• A first aid kit
• Extra medications
• A multipurpose tool 

(like a Swiss Army Knife)
• Sanitary or personal 

hygiene products
• Copies of personal 

documents (medication 
list and pertinent med-
ical information, proof 
of address, deed/lease to 
home, passports, birth 
certificates, insurance 
policies)

• Cell phone and 

chargers
• Family and emer-

gency contact informa-
tion

• Extra cash
• Emergency blanket
• Map of the area
• Baby supplies (bot-

tles, formula, baby food, 
diapers, etc…)

• Pet supplies (leash-
es, collar with ID, food 
carrier, bowl, food)

• Tools and supplies 
for securing the home

• Extra set of car keys 
and house keys

• Extra clothing, hat, 
and sturdy shoes

• Insect repellant and 
sun screen

Heavy rain reminds us 

hurricane season is here

SEE ‘HURRICANE 

SEASON’ ON 2


