
Students at Folkston 
and St. George Elemen-
tary, Bethune Middle, 
and Charlton County 
High Schools will head 
back to class Monday, 
August 5. 

Open house is scheu-
dled for Thursday, Au-
gust 3. St. George Open 
House will be from 5:00 - 
7:00 p.m., while Folkston 

Elementary 
and Bethune 
Middle will 
be from 6:00 
- 8:00 p.m. 
and Charlton 
County High, 
from 7:00 - 
9:00 p.m. See 
paes 7 and 
8 for supply 
lists.
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Two Charlton Coun-
ty men were recently 
charged in the death 
of Sonny Lewis, 31, 
of Lenox. Lewis was 
knocked out of a small 
Jon boat following a col-
lision with an on-coming 
vessel during a fishing 
tournament on June 22, 
2019. 

According to a release 
from the the Georgia De-
partment of National Re-
sources Law Enforcement 
Division, Game Wardens 
charged Robbie McInvale, 
31 with homicide by ves-
sel, Reckless Operation 
of vessel, boating under 
the influence, and party 
to a crime. Nick seyeler, 

19, also of folkston was 
charged with providing 
false statements.

The GDNR Law En-
forcement’s Critical In-
cident Reconstruction 

Team is investigating the 
incident and additional 
charges may be made. 
More information will be 
available following the 
investigation.

Two charged in June 
boating death accident

MCINVALE SEYELER

BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Charlton County 
Board of Commissioners 
held a regularly sched-
uled meeting, Thursday, 
July 18. 

During the meeting, 
the board heard from 
Thad Wright from the 
Census Bureau on the 
formation of a Complete 
Count Committee. He ex-
pressed the importance of 
the census as funding for 
medical, education, Title 
1, and more are based on 
these numbers. He stated 
there are concerns from 
citizens about the shar-
ing of information, but 
says the census is com-
pletely confidential. No 
one will be asked for So-
cial Security numbers, 
political preferences, 
donations, PINs, or any 
financial information. 
The census will also only 
be nine to ten questions, 
only using approximately 
ten minutes of your time. 
The form can be filled out 
online, but an 800-num-
ber or a post card would 
be available to those who 
are without internet con-
nection. 

The bureau is work-
ing on a strategic plan 
to reach everyone. A na-
tional campaign will be 
launched in January of 
2020, with the census set 
for April. The board has 
made a resolution stat-
ing the county will part-
ner with the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau of Georgia 
and the City of Folkston 
(as Homeland has opted 
out) to support the goals 
for the 2020 census, to 
spread information, to 
encourage residents to 
take part in the overall 
awareness, increase par-
ticipation, and achieve 
complete and accurate 
count of all persons.
Other Business

Commissioners re-
viewed the E&R spread-
sheet from June 19; ap-
proved requests of use of 
the Folkston fire depart-
ment for Tammy Lloyd, 
Lawson Lafferty, and 
Carla King; they also ap-
proved a variance request 
for Shanna Kidd, request-
ing to have a mobile home 
moved from her property 
to be replaced with a new 
one. 

The board accepted 
a bid for a new yard de-
bris truck from Rush 
Truck Centers of Black-

shear in the amount of 
$78,078.11. County Ad-
ministrator Hampton 
Raulerson recommend-
ed adding a five-year, 
150,000-mile extended 
warranty, making the 
price $80,878.11. There is 
a deficit of $70 from the 
SPLOST account, but the 
county will be able to use 
money from the regular 
budget to compensate 
the amount. The county 
will also trade out the old 
truck, which breaks down 
around once a month, as 
a part of the proposal.

A petition was filed 
by Sarah Sheffield for 
the abandonment of an 
alleyway in St. George. 
Sheffield owns two blocks 
of land, at .588 acres on 
each side of the alleyway, 
which she will combine to 
make over one acre. She 
then wishes to add a mo-
bile home to the property. 
The cost of the alleyway 
is $700. Once approved a 
Notice of Intent to Aban-
don Alleyway must run 
in the Herald, and then 
a public hearing will be 
held. Sheffield’s mother 
asked the commission 
why the cost is $700, 
when others she has spo-
ken to was only $350 or 
$400. County Adminis-
trator Hampton Raul-
erson stated the price is 
determined on the size 
of the alleyway. She also 
asked if they would  need 
to buy the alleyway since 
the mobile home will not 
sit on the alley way, the 
strip of alleyway only 
runs through the two 
properties. Raulerson 
said since they are want-
ing to move the home on 
the land, they would need 
to purchase the strip, as 
the board usually only 
grants these requests 
when there is an exist-
ing septic tank on the lot. 
She stated there was once 
a tank on the property, 
but hasn’t been used for 
a while. Raulerson stated 
he did not have that in-
formation. The motion 
was made to approve 
the petition, and was ap-
proved unanimously. At-
torney John Adams said 
he would check into the 
titles of the property.

The board heard from 
the owners of C&B Mo-
bile Homes, who were re-
questing an extension be 
made to the permitting 
process. The business is 

facing extra fines if the 
building is not finished 
and installed completely 
within 60 days. Betty 
Hodges stated they are 
charged the same fees 
as residential site build-
ers, but are not given the 
same rights, and feels 
her customers are being 
punished. She asked the 
board to extend the per-
mit period to four to six 
months. She told com-
missioners her daughter, 
Brittany, has contacted 
surrounding counties, 
who on average, allowed 
six months for the home 
to be completed before 
charging fees, while oth-
ers offer extensions. She 
said the business has not 
been able to complete a 
job within the 60 days. 
Raulerson stated the 
county does grant exten-
sions, as long as a request 
is submitted within a rea-
sonable amount of time. 
Commissioner Drew 
Jones asked the family if 
the permit is required to 
close on the loan. They 
stated it does not. Raul-
erson said the permit 
process is made for mov-
ing the home onto the 
property. Mike Phillips 
asked the commission-
ers what it would hurt to 
extend the time from two 
months to at least four. 
Raulerson told the coun-
ty would grant the exten-
sion as long as the appli-
cant will work with the 
county. He recommended 
they wait to file for the 
permit until the building 
is completed, or contact 
Sarah Reynolds at the 
Permit Office to ask for 
an extension while wait-
ing for the mobile home 
to be built. A call to make 
a motion was made, and 
the motion was denied.

The decision was 
reached by the commis-
sioners to change their 
meeting schedule. The 
first Thursday of the 
month will be used as a 
work shop, and the third 
Thursday will be the reg-
ularly scheduled meet-
ing. They also accepted 
the wellness report and 
discussed the updates on 
road projects within the 
county. 

C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
heard from Bill Allen, 
of Folkston, who asked 
about the Ralph Davis 
detour. Raulerson stated 

Commissioners hear from 
citizens, local business

SEE ‘MEETING’ ON 2

The Folkston Police 
Department recently re-
leased the following inci-
dent reports.

On June 7, Officer Ja-
son Rifenbark conducted 
a traffic stop on GA Hwy. 
4, on a 2010 Dodge Jour-
ney, for speeding at 70 
mph in a 55 mph zone.  
The driver, John Antho-
ny Reese, who provided 
a GA drivers license was 
advised of the reason 
of the stop.  A check of 
the driver’s information 
revealed that Reese’s 
driver’s license was sus-
pended on May 13, 2019 
for child support obliga-
tion.  Reese was taken 
into custody and trans-
ported to the Charlton 
Sheriff’s office where he 
was issued a citation for 
speeding and licensed 
driving while license sus-
pended/revoked. Reese 
was turned over to the 
jailor on duty.

June 7, Officer Gary 
Rhoden was contacted by 
S.I.S. Henderson from D. 
Ray James Correctional 
Facility.  Henderson ad-
vised that a suspicious 
person wearing a green 
long sleeve shirt was be-
hind the prison hiding 
in the bushes. Hender-
son advised the offender 
was identified as Alex 
Antunez, due to Antunez 
coming to visitation at the 
facility earlier that day.  
When Officer Rhoden 
arrived he observed An-
tunez exiting the woods 
on the prison property.  
Antunez then entered a 
2017 Ford Fusion and Of-
ficer Rhoden conducted a 
traffic stop.  Antunez was 
detained for suspicious 
activity.  While search-
ing his person, marijuana 
was found.  Officer James 
Murray met the driver, 
Eduardo Christian Guti-
errez, and Officer Rhoden 
met the front passenger, 
Ana Rosa Sanchez Flores.  
Officer Rhoden smelled 

the odor of raw marijuana 
coming from the vehicle. 
A search of the vehicle 
was conducted and nar-
cotics, drug-related ob-
jects, 36 phones, 18 char-
gers, and $1,776.16 were 
revealed in the vehicle. 
All offenders were placed 
under arrest, transport-
ed to the jail where they 
were interviewed and 
turned over to the jailors 
on duty.  Warrants were 
secured on the offenders 
for their charges. An-
tunez was charged with 
possession of an ounce or 
less of marijuana, posses-
sion of cocaine, posses-
sion and use of drug-re-
lated objects, conspiracy 
to commit a crime, open 
container violation, 
crossing guard line with 
controlled substance, 
and criminal trespass-
business.  Flores was 
charged with possession 
of ounce or less of mari-
juana, possession of co-
caine, possession and use 
of drug-related objects, 
conspiracy to commit a 
crime, and open contain-
er violation.  Gutierrez 
was charged with posses-
sion of an ounce or less of 
marijuana, possession of 
cocaine, possession and 
use of drug related ob-
jects, conspiracy to com-
mit a crime, and open 
container violation.

On June 10, Officer 
James Murray was dis-
patched to 3933 Sec-
ond Street, Double D’s 
Auto Sales, in reference 
to multiple vehicles be-
ing broken into.  Upon 
arrival, Officer Murray 
reviewed the video foot-
age and was able to iden-
tify the suspect as Ellis 
Thomas Jernigan.  Upon 
further investigation it 
was found that Jernigan 
entered 21 vehicles and 
damaged four vehicles 
while removing the radi-
os. Jernigan was located 
and placed under arrest 

and transported to the 
sheriff’s office where he 
was interviewed.  Jerni-
gan was mirandized and 
he confessed and admit-
ted to the offense. While 
in jail, a metal smoking 
device with crack cocaine 
residue was found in 
Jernigan’s sock.  Jernigan 
was charged with posses-
sion of crack cocaine, pos-
session of a drug-related 
object, criminal trespass-
business, enter auto with 
intent to commit theft, 
and crossing guard lines 
with a controlled sub-
stance.

June 15, Officer James 
Murray, was dispatched 
to the Circle K, located 
at 3719 Second Street, in 
reference to a shoplifting.  
Upon arrival and con-
ducting an investigation, 
it was found that Timo-
thy Jawann Shellman 
committed theft.  Shell-
man stole a lighter and 
a large fountain drink 
valued at $4.00. A crimi-
nal history was ran and it 
was revealed that Shell-
man had been convicted 
on December 18, 2009, 
October 7, 2011, and on 
June 6, 2014 for shoplift-
ing, making this offense 
a felony. Warrants were 
secured in this matter.  
Shellman was located 
on June 16, and placed 
under arrest after physi-
cally resisting arrest and 
disobeying orders.  Shell-
man was served a crimi-
nal trespass warning 
and charged with theft 
by shoplifting felony and  

Folkston Police releases 
June incident reports

SEE ‘POLICE’ ON 2

School is back in session




