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Final Drive Fridays began 
last week for hog drivers
BY JAMISON GUICE

Final Drive Fridays 

began the day after 

Thanksgiving on No-

vember 26 at the high 

school’s Ag Barn. Accord-

ing to Madison Sands, 

4-H extension officer, the 

event is to showcase the 

hard work and dedica-

tion these young kids put 

into their swine projects. 

Anyone is able to enter, 

including anyone who 

exhibits in other coun-

ties. 

“These students, 

though they may not re-

alize it yet, are develop-

ing amazing qualities 

they will carry with them 

through life,” Sands 

said. “When I think of 

the benefits of showing 

livestock, the first one 

that comes to my mind 

is responsibility. These 

students have to put in 

countless hours with 

their swine projects for 

them to perform the way 

they should.” 

Other attributes 
Sands mentioned include 
dedication, social skills 
and animal husbandry. 
She said The Charlton 
County FFA Alumni and 
Supporters are excited to 
offer this bi-weekly event 
to surrounding counties’ 
youth livestock exhibi-
tors.

Another drive takes 
place on December 10 
at 6:00 p.m., and many 
more after the start of 
the New Year. 

Exciting events to 
attend this month

The holiday season is just around 
our doorstep. Ring in the season the 
right way with Christmas and holiday 
events held here in Charlton County. 
Read on to discover this month’s festivi-
ties. Events are subject to change.

• Christmas on Main Street, down-
town Folkston, on December 4

   > Market in the Park from 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

   > Light It Up Christmas Parade at 
6:00 p.m.

• St. George Christmas Parade on 
December 11  at 11:00 a.m. 

• Old Fashioned Christmas at Mat-

tox Landing on December 11 at 6:00 
p.m. The home is located at 391 Sardis 
Road.

• Bethune Middle School Christmas 
Concert on December 14 at 7:00 p.m.

• St.George Elementary Christmas 
Concert at 9:00 a.m.

• Charlton County High School 
Christmas Concert at 7:00 p.m. 

• Community dance on December 17 
from 7:00 p.m to 10:00 p.m. at Bethune 
Middle School’s old gymnasium. 

• Swine in the Swamp Winter Edi-
tion, CCHS Ag Barn, at 10:00 a.m. on 
December 18.

Sheriff  reports safety check

Christmas on Main 
Street this Saturday
BY JAMISON GUICE

Christmas has come 

early to Charlton Coun-

ty! Come out to Christ-

mas on Main Street this 

Saturday in downtown 

Folkston to experience 

a day filled with mirth, 

music, delicious food and 

Santa himself. 

Market in the Park

The event starts off 

with Market in the Park 

from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m. Vendors will sell 

Christmas-specific items 

or goods that could be 

given as gifts. Also, be 

sure to check out the lo-

cal stores while out and 

about. Dana O’Quinn, 

Okefenokee Chamber 

of Commerce executive 

director, mentioned all 

downtown stores will be 

participating throughout 

the day whether running 

sales or holiday-themed 

specials.

For every $150 spent 

at either a park vendor or 

Chamber business mem-

bers (including restau-

rants), O’Quinn said the 

spender will be entered 

into a drawing for two 

tickets for Jacksonville’s 

Trans-Siberian Orches-

tra on December 16. She 

said the value of the tick-

ets is over $150. Just sub-

mit a receipt/s to earn the 

chance to listen to the or-

chestra’s spin on Christ-

mas classics. 

View chamber mem-

bers at https://okefeno-

keechamber.com/cham-

ber-members/.

There will also be 

face painting, a toy sol-

dier stilt walker, a mod-

el train on the Depot’s 

porch and Santa Claus 

who will be located at the 

Train Museum. Santa 

will be available for vis-

its and pictures. Children 

will also be able to write 

a letter to Santa and mail 

it in the “official” North 

Pole mailbox on the De-

pot grounds. 

Food trucks will be 

located on Depot Street  

with food such as chur-

ros, pizza, kettlecorn and 

seafood. 

There will be an “Ugly 

Christmas Sweater Con-

test” at 5:30 p.m. Con-

testants will gather at 

the Depot and a winner 

will be announced at 5:45 

p.m. right before the pa-

rade. So, make sure to 

bring your ugliest and 

warmest sweater in order 

to make Christmas on 

Main Street history. 

Light It Up Parade 

Are you ready to see 

the night lit up with 

lights of all kinds? Well, 

get ready for the second 

annual Christmas pa-

rade. 

The Light It Up Pa-

rade is scheduled for 

6:00 p.m., but it could 

be moved to a later time 

due to the SCC Cham-

pionship football game - 

O’Quinn wants to make 

sure everyone has the 

opportunity to particpate 

in the parade. Similar to 

last year, it will include 

Santa Claus and vehicles 

like side-by-sides and golf 

carts. 

To participate, sub-

mit an application to the 

Okefenokee Chamber of 

Commerce. The applica-

tion deadline is today on 

Wednesday, December 

1. Participants must be 

wearing lights of some 

kind.

Stay updated with 

Christmas on Main 

Street information by fol-

lowing the Okefenokee 

Chamber of Commerce on 

Facebook or calling the 

office at (912) 496-2536. 

Keep on the lookout for 

parade updates and pos-

sible schedule changes. 

City Christmas tree assembled 

last week to be lit 

this Saturday during 

Christmas on Main 

Street. 

Sheriff Robert Phillips 

reports the following in-

cidents for the previous 

week:

On November 21, 

Deputy Kevin Allday con-

ducted a traffic stop on 

US 1 for speeding. After 

running the driver’s driv-

ing permit Deputy Allday 

learned that the license 

was suspended. The 

driver was placed under 

arrest for driving while 

license suspended and 

transported to the jail.

On November 24, Dep-

uty Allday met with a 

complainant at the Sher-

iff’s Office who stated 

that his 2002 GMC Yu-

kon had been stolen. The 

vehicle was entered into 

GCIC and the case was 

turned over to investiga-

tions.

Also on November 

24, Deputy Allday at-

tempted a traffic stop on 

Spring Lake Drive. As 

Deputy Allday was turn-

ing around to conduct the 

stop, the driver pulled 

into a driveway and fled 

the vehicle on foot. The 

vehicle was towed. Later 

the same day Deputy All-

day observed the same 

male on Pinewood Street. 

The subject was arrested 

and charged with failure 

to yield after stopping at 

a stop sign, driving while 

license suspended, and 

fleeing or attempting to 

elude.

On November 29, 

Deputy Scott Woodman 

responded to a call of 

an altercation on Casey 

Lane. Upon arrival he 

spoke with the complain-

ant who stated that she 

had a verbal altercation 

with her live-in boyfriend 

and wanted him removed 

from the premises. The 

complainant was referred 

to magistrate in order to 

obtain an eviction notice 

and to the clerk of court 

for a possible TPO.

On November 24, the 

Sheriff’s Office conducted 

one of its annual road 

safety check. With help 

from many neighboring 

agencies, the Sheriff’s 

Office set up the check 

on GA 4 at the intersec-

tion of 121, at Race Pond. 

This check serves as 

both a deterrent to and a 

means of detecting driv-

ers who are driving in vi-

olation of the law on the 

busy Thanksgiving travel 

days. This year the fol-

lowing agencies provided 

assistance: Georgia State 

Patrol, Brantley County 

SO, Hoboken PD, Liberty 

County SO, Long Coun-

ty SO, Jesup PD, Ware 

County SO, Camden Co 

SO, Wayne County SO, 

Clinch County SO, De-

partment of Community 

Supervision, and the Gov-

ernor’s Office of Highway 

Safety. Sheriff Phillips 

would like to extend his 

personal thanks and ap-

preciation to all the agen-

cies, deputies, and offi-

cers who helped us with 

this important task. 

The following citations 

and warrants were issued 

from the safety check:

Misdemeanor mari-

juana possession – 10

Felony possession of 

controlled substance - 

Three

Driving under the in-

fluence of drugs or alco-

hol – Three

Possession of drug re-

lated objects – Three

No license on person – 

Three

Driving while license 

suspended – Three

Felony possession of 

controlled substance with 

intent to distribute - Two

Driving while unli-

censed – Two

Open container of al-

cohol – Two

Improper equipment - 

One


