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By Marla Ogletree

The Charlton County 
Board of Education met 
Tuesday, July 20.
  During the meeting, 
Superintendent Dr. 
Brent Tilley alerted the 
board that St. George 
Elementary School 
(SGES), Folkston El-
ementary School (FES), 
and Bethune Middle 
School (BMS) have been 
identified by the Georgia 
Department of Educa-
tion as a Title I Rewards 
School for 2020-2021. 

Dr. Tilley explained, 
“A Title I Reward School 
is a Title I school among 
the 5-percent of Title I 
schools in the state that 
is making the most prog-
ress in improving the per-
formance of the all-stu-
dents group over the most 
recent two years on the 
statewide assessments.  
A school may not be clas-
sified as a Title I Reward 
School if it is also identi-
fied as a Targeted School 
of Improvement (TSI), a 
Comprehensive School 
of Improvement (CSI) or 
a Promise/Turn-around 
School.”

Also during the meet-
ing, Dr. Tilley updated 
the board presented the 
financial report. He stat-
ed the fiscal year ended 
June 30 and 98 percent 
of the total budgeted 
revenues have been re-
ceived. A total of 81 per-
cent of budgeted expen-
ditures have been spent. 
The year ended with a 

healthy amount, leaving 
the board in good shape.

Dr. Tilley also remind-
ed the board of Open 
House Thursday, August 
5. St. George Elementary 
School (SGES) will be 
open from 5:00-7:00 p.m.; 
Folkston Elementary 
(FES) and Bethune Mid-
dle (BMS) will be open 
6:00-8:00 p.m. and Charl-
ton County High School 
(CCHS) will be open 7:00-
9:00 p.m. This is an op-
portunity for students to 
meet his or her teacher 
before the school year be-
gins Monday, August 9. 
He also alerted the board 
about the “Meet the 
Tribe” event, which will 
consist of a short inter-
squad softball exhibition, 
a short inter-squad foot-
ball exhibition and a snip-
pet of the Band of Pride’s 
fall performance. The 
Okefenokee Chamber of 
Commerce is arranging 
the August Food Truck 
Friday to be held during 
the event in the parking 
lot of Champ Bailey. The 
cost is $5.00 at the gate 
and will get visitors in for 
both exhibitions.

The GMAS Achieve-
ment Data was received, 
which showed the third 
grade English and Lan-
guage Arts scores were 
above average, but there 
is room for improvement 
in other grades. Dr. Tilley 
said it is important to cel-
ebrate the good thing, but 
also realize there are oth-
ers who may need some 

extra help.
Requests for use of a 

facility as well as a field 
trip were received. Jesse 
Crews requested the use 
of facility for a ’70s de-
cade class reunion in the 
CCHS gym and cafeteria 
Friday, October 2. There 
is an away game that 
week, so the board unani-
mously approved the re-
quest. The CCHS girls’ 
softball team submitted 
a field trip request for a 
tournament in Cordelle 
August 20. The request 
was approved unani-
mously.

The board voted to ap-
prove the renewal of Auto 
Owners Fleet Insurance 
for coverage of the school 
buses. There has been 
an addition of four brand 
new buses. There are four 
buses that do not work 
and need to be hauled 
away. The rate was in-
creased to $39,345.77 due 
to the premium on the 
new buses. The insur-
ance was unanimously 
approved. 

The reading of the 
GARHB Policy: Paid Pa-
rental Leave was done. 
The policy is the outcome 
of a new Georgia code. 
This will add to the policy 
currently in place. This 
will allow employees to 
receive 220 paid hours for 
maternity leave, leave for 
those with spouses giving 
birth, adoption or foster 
care. The draft was ap-
proved.

Charlton schools earn 
Title I Rewards honor
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On July 17, a com-
plainant stated he lost 
his .22 caliber handgun 
at Traders Hill River. 
The weapon has been 
entered into the Georgia 
Crime Information Cen-
ter as such.

July 19, a complainant 
reported having three 
fraudulent credit card 
charges on her banking 
account. Information ob-
tained and turned over 
to Investigations.

On the same day, a 
complainant reported 
multiple chainsaws and 
miscellaneous tools sto-
len from his residence. 
The case is currently un-

der investigation. Also 
on July 19, CCSO re-
ceived a call of a possible 
stolen boat and trailer 
in the woods in Saint 
George. Further inves-
tigation revealed it was 
stolen from Duval Coun-
ty, Florida. On July 21, a 
complainant reported a 
vehicle was taken from 
his workplace without 
permission by an em-
ployee. The investigation 
is ongoing.

The following arrests 
were made July 17, Troy 
Guynn, age 19, of Hill-
iard, Florida was ar-
rested for Driving while 
License Suspended; 

Amanda Sutton, age 36, 
of Jacksonville, Florida 
was arrested for Driv-
ing while License Sus-
pended and Improper 
Equipment; on July 19, 
Levar Atwater, age 42, 
of Folkston was arrested 
for Possession of Sched-
uled I/Scheduled II with 
Intent, Possession of 
Drug Related Objects, 
Tampering with Evi-
dence and Obstruction/
Hindering Law Enforce-
ment Officer; Leon Tay-
lor, age 45, of Folkston 
was arrested for Simple 
Battery, Simple Battery 
(Family Violence Act) 
and Criminal Trespass.

By Marla Ogletree

The Folkston City 
Council gathered for its 
regular monthly meeting 
Monday, July 19.

For the month of June, 
the Folkston City Police 
Department investigated 
36 incidents, nine acci-
dents and received 1,376 
calls. The department 
collected $16,085.00, 
with $10,916.97 going to 
the city.

During the meeting, 
the council heard from 
City Manager Pender 
Lloyd, who told the coun-
cil the bids for the Main 
Street project will be open 
until August. He also 
stated the bids for the 
Clay Branch life station 
will be closed Wednes-
day, July 21 at 11:00 a.m. 
He and Mayor Lee Gow-
en will attend a meeting 
with the EPD Thursday, 
July 29 to discuss options 
for the sewer project and 
see what direction needs 
to be taken. Lloyd alerted 
the council that the Local 
Fiscal Recovery Funds for 
the city were approved. 
The city will receive ap-
proximately $940,500.00 
It has not been received 

as of yet. When the funds 
are received, the money 
does not have to be spent 
in a hurry. Plans for the 
funds must be submit-
ted by the year 2024, but 
funds do not need to be 
spent until 2026.

The council discussed 
the purchase of a new 
garbage truck. Lloyd is 
working with the sales-
man on pricing, as there 
are charges for a materi-
al surcharge and equip-
ment. Lloyd told the 
council he is still wait-
ing for the final cost, but 
the salesman stated it 
shouldn’t be more than 
$175,000.00. A motion 
was made and passed to 
allow Lloyd to authorize 
the purchase of the truck 
for the current total of 
$164,993.60, plus the ex-
tra charges, with delivery 
to Folkston and to contin-
ue to work with the sales-
man. Lloyd also alerted 
the council that the only 
functioning truck is the 
2000-year model.

Lloyd gave the coun-
cil an update on the 2022 
budget and recommend-
ed the city go up on gar-
bage fees. The last in-

crease was in 2004. For 
trash services, such as 
leaves, limbs, trees and 
white goods there has not 
been an increase. There 
are a total of 860 custom-
ers with garbage servic-
es, which earns the city 
about $103,200.00 a year. 
However, the cost for the 
city to get rid of the gar-
bage is approximately 
$154,000.00. Everyone 
with a water account 
through Folkston is 
charged for trash servic-
es, however, those with 
dumpsters, such as res-
taurants, are not charged 
for garbage. The cost to 
dispose of yard debris 
also went up to $19.00 
a ton. The truck used to 
transport the trash is 
also on its way out. The 
city voted and approved 
to raise the cost of gar-
bage and trash services 
by $1.50 each until the 
end of the year, then on 
January 1, the cost will 
go up another $1.50 each. 
Mayor Lee Gowen stated 
garbage and trash servic-
es are not moneymaking 
items for the city. The 

Folkston City Council 

discusses city projects

Sheriff Robert Phillips 
gives weekly update
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Local Farmers’ Market held
The Okefenokee Chamber of Commerce held its bi-weekly Farmers’ Market Saturday, July 

24. Freshmade jams, eggs, locally grown plants, food, handmade items and more were on 

hand for visitors. Any vendors who would like to join may contact Chamber director Dana 

O’Quinn at dana@folkston.com. Robert Alderman, Jr., along with the Okefenokee Chamber 

of Commerce, Charlton County Sheriff’s Office, and Charlton County Family Connection will 
host a Backpack Bash this Saturday, July 31 from 12:00-4:00 p.m. Kids will receive free back-

packs, haircuts and food. Natasha Donley will share motivational words and music will be 

played. Church choirs and praise dancers will give presentations as well. School supply do-

nations are being accepted and can be dropped off at the Sheriff’s Office, Heaven to Seven, 
Train Car Nutrition, Chamber of Commerce and Charlton County Herald. For more photos of 
the market, see page 11.

– PHOTOS BY MARLA OGLETREE

Tickets for the 2021-
22 Charlton County High 
School Indian football 
season will go on sale 
Monday, August 9 at the 
high school media center.

Ticket prices and re-
newal dates and times are 
listed below. The last day 
to reclaim your tickets 
will be Wednesday, Sep-
tember 1.

Season Tickets: Five 
games plus reserved seat-
ing and parking is $50.00 
(varsity only).

Student Season Tick-
ets: Five games for $20.00. 
Add reserved seats for 
$5.00. Any child in the 
Charlton County School 
System may purchase 
this ticket (varsity only).

Educator Pass: Use for 
ALL CCHS home athlet-
ic events $35.00. Add re-
served sears and parking 
for $10.00.

Senior Citizen Pass: 
Use for ALL CCHS home 
athletic events $35.00. 
Add reserved seats and 
parking for $10.00. *Must 
be 65 years old to qualify.

Game Day Tickets pur-
chased as schools: Stu-
dents, $5.00; adults, $8.0. 
These tickets will be sold 
Thursday and Fridays at 
CCHS, BMS and SGES.

All tickets at the 
Champ Bailey Stadium 
ticket booth are $8.00.

All ticket renewals will 
be held at the CCHS me-
dia center.

Renewal Dates and 
Times: Monday, August 9 
– 6:00-7:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 
August 17 – 6:00-7:30 
p.m.; Tuesday, August 24 
– 6:00-7:30 p.m.; Thurs-
day, August 26 – 6:00-
8:00 p.m.; Tuesday, Au-
gust 31 – 6:00-7:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday, September 1 
– 6:00-8:00 p.m. (Last day 
to renew tickets).

Indian football season 

tickets on sale August 9


