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Mobile Food 

Pantry next week
The Charlton County 

Board of Education and 
the Charlton County 
Family Connection will 
be holding a mobile food 
pantry on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 28 beginning at 

11:00 a.m. at the Champ 
Bailey Football Field 
parking lot. 

The pantry is for low 
income, elderly, dis-
abled or unemployed 
peoples.

WWLTC to hold 

youth program
WWLTC is excited to 

announce that the an-
nual “If You Believe, You 
Can Achieve” program 
will be in session on Sat-
urday, February 25 from 
12:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m.  
The program will be held 
in the auditorium at the 
OREC building.  Our goal 
is to encourage the youth 

to thrive and be the very 

best they can be.  The pro-

gram will include motiva-

tional speakers, school 

choirs, CCHS cheerlead-

ers, and giveaway incen-

tives.  Lunch will be pro-

vided to all school aged 

children in grades Pre-K 

to 12.

Indians basketball win 

Region Championship

The Charlton County Indians won Region 2-A Championship after playing against Atkinson County and Turner County in the 

region tournament. The team begins state playoffs this week and will host Early County today. See more sports information 

on Page 6.

Leaders 
of 

Tomorrow inside!

Commissioners approve new 
budget for department updates

The Charlton Count 
Board of Commissioners 
met on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 16 at 6:00 p.m. for 
its monthly meeting. All 
members were present. 

The board firstly ap-
proved the night’s agen-
da, the February 2 meet-
ing minutes and the 
financial report. 

Merrill Varn with the 
St. Marys River Commit-
tee presented its 2022 
annual report. The sum-
marized report included 
a thank you to the board 
for maintaining the riv-
ers, the improved infra-
structure at Traders Hill, 
how the surrounding four 
counties are working to 
improve public access, 
a land donation of sev-
eral acres was secured 
for Camp Pinckney Boat 
Landing and Varn hopes 
more funding will be on 
the horizon for improve-
ments at Old River Land-
ing. 

Varn also provided an 
EPD update in regards to 
the agency posting Twin 
Pines Minerals’ Land Use 
Plan for the proposed ti-
tanium mine near the 
edge of the Okefenokee 
Swamp. 

She then gave a water 
quality update. The City 

of Folkston has upgraded 
its aging sewer system, 
but all four nearby coun-
ties struggle with aging or 
poorly maintained septic 
tanks that contaminate 
the rivers with bacteria. 
Folkston has the most 
E. coli impaired water 
segments in the water-
shed, specifically Spanish 
Creek and its tributaries. 
Varn urged the county to 
prioritize grant applica-
tions that would mitigate 
the bacteria problem. 

She updated them on 
the Septic Think Tank’s 
meeting, which included 
ideas like preparing an 
importable document for 
hangtags and mailers 
and also conducing com-
munity outreach on sep-
tic tank maintenance and 
timely pumpouts. 

Other updates, Geor-
gia and Florida are cur-
rently revising its 20-
year water supply plans. 
The Suwannee-Satilla 
Regional Water Council 
Plan will be available for 
public comment on March 
30. The St. Marys River-
keeper held the annual 
River Clean Up and par-
ticipants picked up eight 
tons of trash. Swimming 
designation was applied 
for what remains un-

designated along the St. 
Marys River. EPD estab-
lished discharge regula-
tions on impaired creeks, 
including new parts of 
Spanish Creek. These 
impairments impacted 
the recent permit for the 
Folkston Pond. 

Next, the board con-
sidered the department 
requests made at the 
February 2 meeting. 
County Administra-
tor Hampton Raulerson 
stated that funds would 
come from ARPA, LATCF 
and SPLOST. With mon-
ey coming in from those 
three grants, all requests 
can be funded. Chairman 
Jesse Crews explained 
that if they decide to 
adopt the budget, then 
they can then spend the 
money as they see fit. 
Raulerson explained once 
approved, he and the 
department heads will 
begin getting the agree-
ments together to present 
to the board. 

Raulerson mentioned 
that there will be around 
$326,000 left over from 
ARPA and LATCF funds 
and he plans to come be-
fore the board with plans 
for updates at the Annex, 
the Senior Center and 
the 4-H building. 

Commissioner Luke 
Gowen clarified that if 
adopted, the budget can 
be amended at any time. 
Also, if a bid comes in 
lower than expected than 
those excess funds can be 
allocated to the board’s 
discretion. 

Commissioner James 
Everett motioned to 
adopt the budget and 
Vice Chairwoman Alphya 
Benefield seconded, and 
the motion passed. Dur-
ing discussion, Gowen 
presented concerns over 
continuing costs with the 
Sheriff’s Office plan for 
body and car cameras and 
vehicle computers. The 
continuing costs would 
be data storage and man-
aged services that would 
total around $88,000 af-
ter the five-year agree-
ment end and assuming 
the county did not renew 
the contract. However, it 
is possible that the county 
may renew the package 
when it gets to that point. 

Sheriff Robert Phillips 
explained the importance 
of the new technology and 
how it would protect and 
train both the city’s offi-
cers and citizens. 

In talks with Motorola 
representatives, Raul-
erson has received an 
updated agreement and 

EPD to hold public 

comment period for 

Twin Pines’ MLUP
The Environmental Protection Division (EPD) held 

a virtual public comment period for Twin Pines Min-
eral’s Mining Land Use Plan (MLUP) on Tuesday. 
The MLUP in for the 773-acre demonstration mining 
area along the edge of the Okefenokee Swamp. 

Please see next week’s issue for an update on Tues-
day’s public comment period. 

Folkston Police 

Dept. release 

incident reports  
The Folkston Police 

Department recently re-
leased the following inci-
dent reports for Decem-
ber 14, 2022 to January 
31, 2023.

December 14, 2022, 
Officer Wyatt Garvin at-
tempted to conduct a traf-
fic stop on a 2014 Lincoln 
MKS for passing vehicles 
in a no passing zone.  Of-
ficer Garvin activated the 
lights and sirens on his 
marked patrol vehicle 
and the Lincoln MKS 
fled at an extremely high 
rate of speed.  During the 
process, the vehicle drove 
in the wrong lane of traf-
fic, ran a stop sign, and 
left the roadway.  The 
vehicle’s reckless fleeing 
resulted in the offender, 
Victor Leon Johnson of 
Nahunta, GA, losing con-
trol of the vehicle and 
wrecking, causing dam-
age to a utility pole.  The 
offender was taken to 
Camden Medical Center 
and cleared fro the jail 
by medical staff.  Sgt. Ri-
fenbark transported the 
offender to the jail and 
turned him over to the 

jailor on duty.  The vehi-
cle was removed from the 
scene by Seldomridge.  
Warrants were obtained 
in this matter.

December 30, Officer 
Gary Rhoden observed a 
2016 Lexus IS traveling 
north on GA4 at a high 
rate of speed.  The vehi-
cle was clocked traveling 
66 mph in a 45 mph zone.  
Officer Rhoden conducted 
a traffic stop and met the 
driver, Alicia Monique 
Ivey of Waycross, GA.  A 
check of her information 
through GCIC revealed 
that the offenders license 
was suspended on De-
cember 16, 2022 for fail-
ure to appear from Cof-
fee County State Court.  
The offender was placed 
under arrest and trans-
ported to the jail where 
she was issued citations 
for license driving while 
license suspended/re-
voked and speeding.  She 
was turned over to the 
jailor on duty.  Per own-
ers request, her vehicle 


