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See more front page news inside

Season tickets are now 
on sale for the Charlton 

County  Indians 
2019  Football season, see 

page 6  for more info.

BY GLENN HUGHES

After years and years 
of playing football, for-
mer Charlton County 
standout, Roland 
“Champ” Bai-
ley received the 
ultimate honor 
Saturday night 
when he was in-
ducted into the 
Pro Football Hall 
of Fame in Can-
ton, Ohio.

Bailey was 
a two-time All 
State player 
while at Charl-
ton County be-
fore becoming an 
All American at 
the University 
of Georgia. He 
would become the sev-
enth overall pick of the 
NFL Draft in 1999 by the 
Washington Redskins 
and played five seasons 
with them before being 
traded to the Denver 
Broncos.

Bailey would spend 
ten seasons in Denver 
and of his 15 seasons in 

the league would become 
a Pro Bowler in 12 of 
those years, a record for 
a defensive back. He fin-

ished his career with 908 
tackles, 203 passes de-
fended, 52 interceptions, 
and was a member of the 
NFL 2000’s All Decade 
Team.

In his induction 
speech he thanked his 
mom, Elaine, for giving 
him the competitiveness 
he has and his father Ro-

land, Sr. for his athletic 
ability and his late grand-
mother Joanne Bailey for 
her charity work. He also 

mentioned his 
brothers, Ron-
ald and Boss, 
who were also 
both standout 
players, and his 
sister, Danielle. 
He thanked his 
wife Jessica for 
dealing with him 
full time since he 
retired and rec-
ognized his chil-
dren.

He would go 
on to mention 
multiple rela-
tives and friends 
in the Folkston 

community, as well as 
his high school coaches 
– especially Head Coach 
Rich McWhorter. 

He also thanked his 
coaches and teammates 
from his years at the 
University of Georgia, as 
well as from the Wash-
ington Redskins and 
Denver Broncos.

Bailey Inducted Into Pro 
Football Hall of Fame

BAILEY GIVES A SPEECH AFTER BEING INCUTED INTO THE HALL OF FAME

School is back in session
Monday, August 5, students at Folkston Elementary, St. George Elementary, Bethune Middle, 
and Charlton County High Schools once again fill the desks for another year. Pictures above is 
a group Pre-K students getting ready for their first-ever day of school. The staff at the Herald 
wishes all Charlton students the best of luck this year.

The annual “Soap Game” scrimmage this Thursday night will allow fans of both the Charlton 
County and Bethune Middle School football teams to get a preview of what to expect in the 
upcoming season. The intra-squad game will begin at 5:30 and will have the Bethune Braves 
starting off the night before the Indians take the field around 6:00. Admission to the game will 
be liquid laundry detergent or cases of water or Gatorade/Powerade that will be used by the 
teams during the season.

 Soap game to be held Thursday

BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Charlton County 
Board of Commissioners 
held their first work shop 
session, Thursday, Au-
gust 1. 

Before the meeting, 
the commissioners held 
public hearings for the 
Abandonment of an Al-
leyway for Sarah Shef-
field. The cost was refig-
ured to only $435. 

The board also re-
ceived a Comprehensive 
Plan update for 2020, 
which must be done ev-
ery five years, by law, 
and requires three public 
workshops and two pub-
lic hearings. No action 
was needed. 

The county released a 
resolution draft in sup-
port of Twin Pines Min-
erals for their potential 
mining operations. The 
county cannot grant the 
permit, but does support 
the industry the business 
would bring to the area. 
The resolution states 
Twin Pines would bring 
approximately 300 high-
paying jobs with benefits, 
will involve a $300 mil-
lion capital investment in 
the south part of Charl-
ton, as well as increase 
the tax revenue sub-
stantially – allowing the 
county to increase their 
level of service. The com-
missioners will discuss 

the resolution further at 
their next meeting.

Also during the wor-
skshop, the board heard 
from Earl Lawson, who 
worked with Don Crews 
on the 2018 Audit Report. 
Dawson stated the coun-
ty is in good financial 
shape and has an excel-
lent debt equity ratio. He 
said the county staff and 
commissioners should be 
commended  for all their 
work. 

The county commis-
sioners also heard from 
Chamber Director Ashley 
Gowen on the economic 
update. She stated the 
chamber’s main focus for 
economic growth will be 
on tourism. In 2017, visi-
tors in the whole state 
of Georgia spent $35.4 
billion, which generated 
$3.2 billion in revenue 
for state and local taxes. 
If tourism in Georgia 
was non-existent, the lo-
cal tax per household 
would increase by $885 
per year. The state has 
received 107 million na-
tional visitors and 1.4 
million international. De-
velopmentally-wise, the 
chamber is currently in 
the processed of creating 
a new website, a market-
ing plan, and a new logo. 
The chamber will focus 
on getting tourists to stay 
in the area instead of 

making daily visits. She 
stated the chamber is 
also working on the Miss 
Okefenokee Pageants, 
the Okefenokee Festival, 
a Fun Run/5K, and Small 
Business Saturday (the 
Saturday after Thanks-
giving to promote shop-
ping local). 

Commissioner Alphya 
Benefield asked about the 
low work-ready numbers 
and what the community 
could do to increase the 
work-readiness. Gowen 
stated she would work on 
getting the information to 
her. Fire Chief C.L. Lew-
is spoke to the commis-
sioners about the Georgia 
Forestry Memorandum 
of Understanding. This is 
an on-going lease which 
is renewed every three 
years for some of the old-
er trucks the station still 
has in use, as well as cur-
rent equipment. 

The board also dis-
cussed an update on the 
Personnel Policy, dis-
cussed adding the respon-
sibility of hiring and fir-
ing of department heads 
to County Administrator 
Hampton Raulerson, and 
received a quote for a new 
lease of a motor grader. 

The commissioners 
will vote on these mat-
ters at their next meeting 
to be held Thursday, Au-
gust 15 at 6:00 p.m.

County holds public 
hearings, workshop
Commissioners discuss support of potential Twin 
Pines Minerals mining operations outside ONWR


