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BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Folkston City 
Council held its regularly 
scheduled meeting Mon-
day, October 21.

During the meeting, 
the council heard from 
Folkston Police Chief 
Wesley Green, who stated 
the department answered 
831 calls, including 28 
incidents and seven ac-
cidents. The department 
collected $9,225.00 and 
$6,910.00 for the city. 
Green also stated there 
has been an addition of 
three new officers, Dan-
iel Lightsey, Curtis Ford, 
and Wyatt Garvin.

Also during the meet-
ing, City Manager Pender 

Lloyd told the council the 
first part of the water 
line of Reynolds Road is 
finished, the water is be-
ing hooked up, and resi-
dents should officially be 
on city water in a couple 
of weeks. He also told 
the council the EPD has 
declared a Level One 
drought, and they would 
begin to advertise water 
conservation information.

Antwon Nixon spoke 
to the council about the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
parade and event to be 
held in January. He stat-
ed everything is on sched-
ule and going according 
to plan. Updates will be 
given closer to time.

Council members dis-
cussed the updates to 
the Homeland Bridge, 
located on Third Street 
by Unison Behavioral 
Health. The city received 
a grant of $500,000.00 
from the DOT for part of 
restorations. The coun-
cil approved a bid of 
$491,000.00 from Under-
ground Excavating for 
the rest of the repairs.

The council approved a 
motion to officially change 
the name of Touchdown 
Lane to Champ Bailey 
Lane, which begins from 
U.S. 1 (across from the 
north Dollar General) to 
Champ Bailey Stadium.

Annual Trick or Treat 

on Main Street a success
The Okefenokee Chamber of Commerce held its annual Trick or Treat on Main Street Thurs-

day, October 31. Local children were treated to games, candy, and a costume contest held for 

the most creative characters. Pictured above are City of Folkston employees  with their scare-

crows, who won the first-ev-

er contest. Below, a young 

Gardner Minshew (Kaiden 

Gantt, son of Mark and 

Kirstie Gantt, of Folkston) 

brings his mom along for the 

Halloween fun. See page 2 

for more photos.

Folkston City Council 

discuss updates

The Folkston Police 
Department recently re-
leased the following inci-
dent reports for October 1 
to October 20.

On October 1, Officer 
Gary Rhoden was dis-
patched to the Friendly 
Express in reference to 
shoplifting. When Of-
ficer Rhoden arrived, he 
met the complainant, 
Courtney Peele, whom 
advised she caught some-
one shoplifting on cam-
era, stealing two packs 
of Natural Light, valued 
at $31.08. After watch-
ing video footage, Officer 
Rhoden received a pos-
sible subject’s name. A 
driver’s license photo was 
obtained and the suspect 
was identified as Kane 
Garrett Wolfe. Warrants 
were secured in this mat-
ter. Wolfe was charged 
with shoplifting less than 
$300.00 and possession/
purchase of alcohol under 
the age of 21.

October 6, Officer Gary 
Rhoden observed a 2002 
GMC Sierra pickup trav-
eling at what appeared to 
be a higher rate of speed 
than the posted speed 
limit. Officer Rhoden ac-
tivated his radar and 
clocked the vehicle trav-
eling at 65 mph in a 45 
mph zone.  Officer Rho-
den conducted a traffic 
stop and met the driver, 
Stuart Monroe Arnold, 
who did not have a license 
on him.  Officer Rhoden 
checked the information 
through G.C.I.C. and he 
was wanted out of Doug-
las for dangerous drugs. 
Officer Rhoden detained 
Arnold for his warrant. 
Deputy Scott Woodman 
assisted and asked the 
passenger in the vehi-
cle, Kayla Brook Kirby, 
for her license, when he 
smelled a strong odor of 
marijuana coming from 
the vehicle. A search of 
the vehicle was conduct-
ed and marijuana was 

found in the roof console 
and in Kirby’s purse.  Of-
ficer Rhoden placed both 
Arnold and Kirby under 
arrest and Deputy Wood-
man transported Arnold 
to the jail.  Office Rhoden 
conducted an interview 
with Kirby on-scene and 
released her on citation 
due to two juveniles, ages 
two and four, being in the 
vehicle.  Officer Rhoden 
arrived at the jail, con-
ducted an interview with 
Arnold, turned him over 
to the jailor on duty, and 
charged him with VGC-
SA less than one ounce 
marijuana, licensed driv-
ing without a license, and 
speeding. Coffee County 
Sheriff’s Office placed a 
hold on Arnold for his 
warrant.

October 7, Officer Dan-
iel Lightsey responded to 
Folkston Pharmacy, in 
reference to shoplifting. 
When Officer Lightsey 
arrived, he met with the 
complainant, , and wit-
nesses who advised that 
the offender, Shannon 
Kay Bauzon, took a pair 
of reading glasses valued 
at $19.00, without pay-
ing for them. The inci-
dent was caught on video. 
Bauzon was located less 
than one block from the 
store. The investigation 
resulted in Bauzon being 
taken into custody and 
transported to the Sher-
iff’s Office, where she was 
interviewed, and issued 
a citation for the theft 
by shoplifting, second 
offense, having a prior 
conviction on February 
2, 1987 in Dekalb County 
State Court.  Bauzon was 
then turned over to the 
jailor on duty. Bauzon 
was charged with shop-
lifting less than $300.00 
and a criminal trespass 
warning for Folkston 
Pharmacy on October 
7, 2019 due to theft by 
shoplifting.  This case is 
closed.  

October 10, Officer 
Gary Rhoden observed a 
2003 Mitsubishi Galant 
4S traveling on First 
Street and had prior 
knowledge that the vehi-
cle had a suspended reg-
istration. Officer Rhoden 
had Officer Michael Mad-
dox conduct a traffic stop 
on the vehicle. Officer 
Rhoden met the offend-
er, Nicole Cherie Pramik, 
at which time Officer 
Rhoden placed Pramik 
under arrest. As Officer 
Rhoden was conducting 
a vehicle impound and 
inventory, he located a 
water bottle under the 
driver’s seat that had a 
folded dollar bill in it.  A 
field test was conducted 
and results were positive 
for methamphetamine.  
Pramik was transported 
to the jail where she was 
interviewed and turned 
over to the jailor on duty.  
Warrants were secured 
on Pramik for the charg-
es of possession of meth-
amphetamine and driv-
ing with a suspended tag.  
Seldomridge towed the 
vehicle.

October 11, Officer Ja-
son Rifenbark and Officer 
Gary Rhoden observed 
two subjects, identified 
as Kimberly Rodrigues 
and Daniel Lamunion, in-
volved in a verbal dispute 
in the yard of a residence 
at 597 First Street. Of-
ficer Rhoden gave verbal 
commands for Rodrigues 
and Lamunion to stop, 
which they ignored.  After 
ignoring orders to stop, 
Officer Rifenbark placed 
them under arrest. Rodri-
gues and Lamunion were 
placed in handcuffs, and 
transported to the coun-
ty jail, interviewed, and 
turned over to the jail-
or on duty.  Both Rodri-
gues and Lamunion were 
charged with disorderly 
conduct.

FPD released October
incident reports

SEE ‘REPORTS’ ON 2

CCHS marked safe from ‘threat’
The Charlton County Board of Education received calls from concerned parents of Charl-

ton County High students Monday morning, November 4, regarding possible threats to the 

school. Superintendent Dr. John Lairsey stated there was no actual threat. “There was an un-

substantiated rumor, which was investigated by the board office and local law enforcement,” 
he said, “there are no safety concerns”.  

Homeland Founders Day held
The city of Homeland held its annual Founders Day Saturday, November 4, at Waughtel Park. 

Visitors were welcomed by Mayor Ouida Johnson. Councilman Richard Gwaltney led visitors 

in the Pledge of Allegiance and recognized local veterans. Rayana Prescott led the National 

Anthem prior to the annual flag retirement ceremony. Vendors were on hand for parents while 
the children played. See page 12 for more photos of the day.


