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BY MARLA OGLETREE

On June 10, Rose 
Edgy, of Waynesville, 
was traveling on Hwy 
110 in Brantley Coun-
ty when she accidental-
ly ran her car off of the 
road. She overcorrected, 
sailed across to the oth-
er side of the road and 
landed in a creek, quickly 
filling her car with water. 
The pull of the current 
sent her automobile out 
of the sight of passers-by. 

“I went in face-first, so 
I saw everything coming 
at me,” said Edgy, “It was 
an experience I hope not 
to experience ever again.”

She says despite the 
turbulence, she land-
ed so softly, the airbags 
never deployed. Due to 
her quick thinking, she 
rolled down the window, 
knowing she wouldn’t be 
able to open the door. She 
began saying prayers and 
screaming for help to cars 
passing on the road.

By what Edgy calls di-
vine intervention, James 
Lemley, of Folkston, was 
traveling down the same 
highway in his cement 
truck. At his higher lev-
el, he could see her from 
the highway. After spot-
ting her, Lemley quickly 
slammed on his brakes 
– leaving marks on the 
road – pulled over and 

immediately jumped into 
action. 

“I can only attribute 
it to God. I swear I could 
hear her voice and that’s 
why I looked over there 
to begin with,” said Le-
meley.

He went chest-deep 
into the water and was 
able to get her to jump 
from her car and catch 
her, after she handed him 

her purse first.
“When he grabbed my 

hand it felt like the rock of 
Gibraltar had grabbed a 
hold of me,” she laughed.

Neither of the two 
could swim, but he didn’t 
hesitate and gave all he 
had to get her out of the 
creek.

“My family calls me 
the rock,” joked Lemely, 

Folkston resident saves 
woman after accident

LEMLEY’S FAMILY WAS INVITED TO ATTEND EDGY’S 

BIRTHDAY DINNER.

SEE ‘RESCUE’ ON 2

BY MARLA OGLETREE

It was announced last 
week that the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons (BOP) 
would not be renewing 
its contract with the GEO 
Group at D. Ray James 
Prison.

The correctional fa-
cility is one of Charlton 
County’s largest taxpay-
ers, as well as the City of 
Folkston’s largest water 
and sewer customer. It 
currently holds a capacity 
of 2,847 inmates and em-
ploys about 400 workers 
from Charlton and sur-

rounding counties.
Folkston City Manager 

Pender Lloyd stated, “We 
were told the contract 
ends September 30 with 
the BOP. We do under-
stand they are trying to 
find other parties to issue 
out a new contract.”

In August of 2016, 
the Bureau of Prisons 
dropped numerous con-
tracts with other privately 
owned prisons. In October 
of that year, the contract 
was renewed for another 
two years.

“I am in constant con-

tact with the Department 
of Justice and the Bureau 
of Prisons ensuring they 
understand the critical 
importance of the jobs at 
the prison for the area 
and our district,” Con-
gressman Earl “Buddy” 
Carter told the Herald. 
“I have expressed serious 
concerns that any reduc-
tion in staffing or any clo-
sures will have a devas-
tating impact on the local 
economy. I’m going to con-
tinue to fight for jobs and 
to identify new contracts 
to expand the facility.”

BOP to end contract with 

GEO Group in September

BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Folkston City 
Council met Monday, 
June 15, for its regularly 
scheduled meeting.

During the meeting, 
council unanimously 
agreed to hold a special 
election to fill the seat of 
the late Stanley Golaze-
wski. Golazewski was 
sworn into office in Jan-
uary of this year, leaving 
three years to be served. 
The special election will 
take place during the 
November 3 general elec-
tion.

Also during the meet-
ing, the council heard 
from Folkston Police 
Chief Wesley Green. 
Chief Green stated the 
department answered 
1,627 calls, filed 28 inci-
dent reports, and inves-
tigated nine accidents in 
the month of May. The 
department also collected 
$17,242.00 in fines, with 
$11,729.00 going to the 
city.

The council also heard 
from City Manager Pen-
der Lloyd who shared 
construction work on the 
Homeland Park Road 
Bridge has begun and 
the city has received 
its first reimbursement 
check in the amount of 
$66,000.00. He also up-

dated the council on the 
work on the water tower. 
He said the crew working 
on the tower is working 
hard, cleaning, striping 
and refurbshing the tow-
er. The city has a main-
tenance agreement with 
Suez, and the updates 
are included in the yearly 
fees. The city would only 
pay extra for the logo on 
the tower.

Mayor Lee Gowen vol-
unteered to serve on the 
Department of Health 
Board, formerly filled by 
Golazewski. The council 
unanimously agreed to 
appoint him to the board.

Council members en-
tered into executive ses-
sion at 6:44 to discuss 
personnel and exited at 
6:56 p.m. No action was 
taken.

Councilman Pardner 
Davis made the motion 
to increase the pay of 
Folkston Police officers 
by $2.24 per hour each (a 
$5,000.00 a year raise). 
Mayor Gowen shared he 
thought this was a good 
idea as they do a good job 
for the city. The motion 
was passed unanimously.

The city will meet 
again, Monday, July 20 
at 6:30 p.m.

Folkston votes to 

hold special election

THE FOLKSTON WATER TOWER IS GETTING SOME 

MUCH-NEEDED TLC.

BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Homeland City 
Council held a special 
called meeting Tuesday, 
June 16, followed by a 
Work Shop.

During the meeting, 
the council discussed 
separating the job of the 
Public Works Supervi-
sor, currently held by 
Blair Nixon, from the 
Water Operation posi-
tion. The mayor makes 
the decision, so no vote 
is needed. However, 
the council agreed this 

would be the best deci-
sion. Nixon was made 
the Water Operator. 
He will help oversee 
the installation of the 
new well (paid for by 
the CDBG Grant) and 
will also handle any fu-
ture grants for the city. 
Councilmen L.C. Guinn, 
Mark Williams, and Jon 
Finsness will handle the 
job of the Public Works 
Supervisor with the help 
of Public Works employ-
ee Dustin Brown until 
the position is filled. 

During the workshop, 
the council heard from 
Police Chief Brad Todd 
who suggested the city 
hire its own Code En-
forcement Officer. He 
stated a Code Enforcer 
is trained in how to han-
dle certain ordinances 
a Law Enforcement Of-
ficer is not. 

In the meantime the 
council suggests the 
Clean Community Board 
write a letter to those vi-
olating ordinances with 

Homeland calls meeting, 
followed by workshop

The Herald office 
has changed location

SEE ‘HOMELAND’ ON 2

The Charlton County Herald offically has a new home. We 
are now located at 3927 Main Street (the corner of US-1 and 
Main Street). All phone numbers, emails and faces are still 
the same. “We are so excited for this change and we cannot 
wait for our readers to see our new office,” said Herald Editor 
Marla Ogletree, “Stop by and check it out!”


