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Board discusses plat for the Farm at Okefenokee Charlton mourns
By Jamison Guice
On Thursday, May
5, the Board of Commissioners gathered with
all members present at
6:00 p.m. The board approved the agenda with
an amendment to discuss a safety coordinator
resolution. Minutes were
approved, and the board
moved onto other items.
The safety coordinator resolution is required
since the county will have
a new safety coordinator,
Charles Smith, who has
completed training. The
motion to approve the
resolution was seconded
and then passed.
Doug Davis then presented on the Farm at
Okefenokee — last discussed in February’s
meeting — which is to
complement the Okefenokee National Wildlife
Refuge’s education and
conservation efforts. The
development is planned
to be on Doc Ryder Road.
The community will consist of a “sustainable,
organic,
agricultural
community with a field
laboratory and education

center for the promotion
of sustainable living.”
Other features include
a central water system
and a clustered wastewater decentralized system.
Walking and golf carts
will be encouraged, and
paved roads will only be
used for emergencies.
Davis discussed the
water system which has
an estimated maximum
amount of 250 wells, and
the crew will have to work
with the Health Department and the Environmental Protection Division moving forward. The
first phase was presented
that night which would
be the construction of 130
wells, and then the rest
would come afterward.
The board approved the
plat so the crew can continuing moving forward.
The board then approved the Board of Assessors’ GMASS agreement. The three-year
agreement has reduced
prices in comparison to its
current one. The threeyear terms are $48,000
for 2023 and 2024 and
then $90,000 for 2025.

County
Administrator
Hampton Raulerson explained the price increase
for the third year is due
to the company compiling all information gathered for the previous two
years for re-evaluation.
The past agreement was
$60,500 in 2020 and 2021
and then $100,500. The
cost reduction for the upcoming package is due
to a less intensive agreement.
The board then discussed a proposal for this
year’s Health and Wellness program priced at
$27,630. The number of
required visits based on
risk factor was reduced
which also reflects in a
price reduction. Raulerson would like to push
the Diabetes Coaching
Program and the Weight
Loss Program since those
two issues are prevalent
within the county.
The commission received a resolution on
repealing the Charlton
County Civil Services
System and then implementing new personnel
policies. The board ap-

proved the resolution
which then began the
process of implementing
the policies.
Under public comments, Antwon Nixon
spoke for a family member that owns a trucking
company who wanted to
create an annual “come
together” day at a building near the EMS and
the Old Bethune Middle
School. If approved, the
county would have to pay
for water and electricity since it is a part of
EMS property. Vice-chair
woman Alphya Benefield
said the commissioners
are unable to approve
the event in that building since it would prove
an unnecessary cost as
the county is currently
looking into other investments for recreation. She
explained that it is not
that the board does not
care and instead advised
a different location which
is larger and connected
to electricity and water.
If the event does happen, Benefield reminded

By Jamison Guice
The City of Folkston
held a public meeting last
Thursday to discuss the
need for improving the
city’s wastewater treatment facility. The meeting was held so citizens
could ask questions, identify grievances and learn
more about the current
proposal. When talks
first began several years
ago, the city looked into

several different alternatives before choosing the
current plan.
The proposed project
to improve the wastewater treatment facility
costs $11 million. The city
received just over $5 million from the American
Recovery Act, $940,000
from the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund
with an additional grant
of the same amount ex-

pected and about $4 million in gap funding from
the Georgia Environmental Finance Authority. Up
to $1 million loan forgiveness is expected from the
gap funding which leaves
$3- to $3.5 million of the
initial $11 million the
city will have to finance.
The project kicked off
in 2013 when the D. Ray
James prison was fully
operational. The prison

MANY GATHERED AT THE FOOTBALL STADIUM FOR A
PRAYER VIGIL ON MONDAY.

SEE ‘FARM AT
OKEFENOKEE’ ON PAGE 3A

Council moves forward on
sewer system improvements

THE MAP PROVIDED AT CITY COUNCIL’S PUBLIC MEETING DISPLAYS THE
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE CITY’S SEWER TREATMENT FACILITY.

Raymond Wade

was largely responsible
for the update since it
was contributing the
same amount of waste
as the City of Folkston
itself, which resulted in
high flows in the sewer
system.
According to an article
the Herald published on
December 19, 2008, once
the city reaches 80 percent of its current permit
capacity, it automatically
triggers a response from
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
This is why the city must
still move forward on its
project after the prison
remains partly operational and the EPA has
already laid out new requirements for the system.
Throughout
recent
years, the city has applied for various grants
to fund the project, especially since much revenue was lost after the
prison shut down. Before, the prison contributed around $330,000 a
year due to the amount
SEE ‘SEWER SYSTEM’
ON PAGE 5A

Press release from
the Charlton County
School District
The teachers, administrators, and all staff
members of the Charlton
County School District
are devastated by the
news of the drowning of
one of our students, Raymond Wade. Raymond

was a well-liked and respected young man, and
he will be sorely missed by
our community. Charlton
County High School has
grief counselors available
for students that need
support in dealing with
this loss as they return
to school. Our prayers go
out to Raymond’s family.

Trading Day at
Traders Hill a blast...

THE CHARLTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ORGANIZED THE TRADING DAY AT TRADERS HILL.
SEE MORE PICTURES
ON PAGE 2B.
MEMBER OF THE GEORGIA
PRESS AND NATIONAL
NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATIONS

See local sports
on Pages 6A
and 7A.

© Charlton County
Herald Inc.

