
By Marla Ogletree

The Homeland City 
Council held a special 
called meeting Thursday, 
July 18 at 
City Hall. 

D u r i n g 
the meet-
ing, Richard 
G w a l t n e y 
made a mo-
tion to nomi-
nate Mark 
Williams, of 
Homeland, to 
City Council 
Post Four. 
The motion 
was seconded 
by Council 
member Lisa 
Nettles, and 
carried unanimously. Wil-
liams, 34, is married to 
Shannon, and they have 
two sons. 

Also during the meet-
ing, the council discussed 
the purchase of a new 
Bush Hog and mower. 
After searching online, 
Council member Lisa 
Nettles found a Bush Hog 
listed online for $1,575.00 
in Richmond Hill. The at-
tachment is less expen-
sive than the Bush Hog 
presented to the council 
at the previous meeting 
by Public Works Supervi-
sor Blair Nixon. A motion 

was made unanimously to 
purchase the online Bush 
Hog, after passing an in-
spection. Council mem-

ber Nettles 
also made 
a motion to 
continue to 
search for 
better deals, 
the motion 
was second-
ed by Coun-
cil member 
Donna King, 
and was 
passed unan-
imously. 

Counci l -
man Richard 
G w a l t n e y 

stated the 
council was not interest-
ed in participating in the 
2020 Okefenokee Occa-
sion, and made a motion 
to not attend. The motion 
was seconded by Jon Fin-
sness, and carried unani-
mously.

Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge (NWR) is 
one of over 560 National 
Wildlife Refuges across 
the country managed by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. With 55 million 
annual visits nationally, 
the National Wildlife Ref-
uge System (NWRS) is 
committed to maintain-
ing and understanding 
customer satisfaction, 
public engagement, and 
economic value related to 
tourism. The Okefenokee 
National Wildlife Refuge 
has recently participat-
ed in two national stud-
ies – the 2018 National 
Wildlife Refuge System 
Visitor Survey and the 
2017 Banking on Nature 
economic report.

On average, the 
Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge reports 
600,000 visits annual-
ly to the three primary 
entrances and two sec-
ondary entrances of the 
refuge. Of those visitors, 
non-residents (people liv-
ing more than 50 miles 
away) make up approx-
imately 66% of visitors, 
with representation from 
all 50 states and Puerto 
Rico domestically. Ad-
ditionally, about 10% of 
the refuge visitation is 
international, with vis-
itors from over 46 coun-
tries recorded annually. 
Spending in the local 

area generates and sup-
ports economic activity 
within the four county 
area (Charlton, Clinch, 
Ware; and Baker County, 
FL). The contribution of 
recreational spending in 
local communities was 
associated with 753 jobs, 
$17.2 million in employ-
ee income, $5.4 million 
in total tax revenue, and 
$64.7 million in economic 
output annually (Bank-
ing on Nature Report – 
May 2019)

“Tourism to the lo-
cal area because of the 
Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge provides 
a significant positive 
impact to the local com-
munity. Tourism is the 
second largest industry 
in the state of Georgia, 
and Okefenokee is an 
iconic tourist destination 
for visitors from around 
the world,” states Refuge 
Manager Michael Lusk.

Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge Visitor 
Survey findings show 
96% of visitors were ex-
tremely satisfied with 
the overall experience 
and 93% of visitors were 
extremely satisfied with 
the refuge’s job in con-
serving fish, wildlife, 
and their habitats. 50% 
of visitors did indicate 
that if the quality of the 
wetlands or the quan-
tity of water decreased, 

that they would be less 
likely to participate in 
recreation at the refuge 
in the future. Visitors re-
ported that on average, 
they spend $78 per per-
son per day to visit the 
refuge, including lodg-
ing, food, transportation, 
etc. “The refuge perfect-
ly straddled the line of 
making us feel welcome 
but protecting the natu-
ral world. We were visi-
tors in another world and 
the creatures, water… 

in that world were more 
important than us. As 
it should be” statement 
from a respondent of the 
2018 National Wildlife 
Refuge Visitor Survey.

For inquiries about 
the Banking on Nature 
Report or the NWRS 
Visitor Survey, please 
contact Susan Heisey at 
912-496-7366 ex 233 or 
susan_heisey@fws.gov.

The Okefenokee Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge 
is open daily. For more 

information about recre-
ational opportunities at 
the Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge, please 
contact the Richard S. 

Bolt Visitor Center at 
(912) 496-7836 or refuge 
concession, Okefenokee 
Adventures at (912) 496-
7156.
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Ecotourism stimulates local economy

CANOEIST PADDLING ALONG IN THE OKEFENOKEE. 
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JUNIOR REFUGE MANAGERS INSIDE
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Homeland City Council 
holds called meeting, 
adds councilman

WILLIAMS

The Folkston Police 
Department recently re-
leased the following in-
cident reports for July 3 
through July 22.

On July 3, Officer 
James Murray observed 
a 1998 Ford Crown Vic 
with an expired decal 
on Sixth Street. Officer 
Murray conducted a traf-
fic stop on the vehicle 
and made contact with 
the driver, Robert Mitch-
ell Woodard. Woodard 
stated his license was 
suspended. The license 
and vehicle VIN was ran 
through GCIC. GCIC re-
ported that the vehicle’s 
tag that was displayed 
belonged to a 2001 Mer-
cury and the proper tag 
was expired on July 29, 
2016. GCIC also reported 
the driver’s license was 
suspended on March 5, 
2014 for child support. 
Woodard was placed un-
der arrest and transport-
ed to the jail.  GCIC also 
advised Woodard had 
an active warrant out 
of Glynn County, who 
placed a hold.  Woodard 
was charged with tags al-
teration/improper plates/
registration, licensed 
driving while license 
suspended/revoked, and 
expired tag.

July 4, Officer James 
Murray was dispatched 
to locate Anthony Je-
rome Dismuke. Dismuke 
had entered the lobby of 

the Sheriffi’s Office. He 
was yelling and acting 
in an aggressive manner.  
Officer Murray located 
Dismuke on Main Street, 
where he was still yell-
ing and screaming while 
multiple people exited 
Circle K. Dismuke was 
placed under arrest for 
disorderly conduct and 
transported to the jail.  
Dismuke was charged 
with disorderly conduct 
and turned over to the 
jailors on duty.

July 5, Officer Jason 
Rifenbark responded to 
a theft at the Circle K 
on Main Street. Officer 
Rifenbark, upon arrival, 
met the complainant 
who advised that the of-
fender, Shakera Ranis-
sia Walthour, is a store 
employee. When Wal-
thour’s sales totals did 
not calculate correctly, 
the complainant went 
through the receipts and 
video footage and discov-
ered that Walthour was 
taking scratch-off lot-
tery tickets without pay-
ing for them and cashing 
out the winning tickets, 
winnings totaling $96.00 
and the sale amount of 
the scratch-off tickets be-
ing $196.00.  Being a to-
tal value of $292.00.  The 
investigation resulted in 
Walthour being escorted 
to the Sheriff’s Office for 
interview.  Walthour was 
then taken into custody 

and turned over to the 
jailors on duty. A war-
rant for the charges of 
theft by taking less than 
$1,500.00 and Crimi-
nal Trespass Warning 
was secured. This case 
is closed. Walthour was 
issued a Criminal Tres-
pass Warning at the re-
quest of the store man-
ager. 

July 6, Officer Gary 
Rhoden observed a 2013 
Chevy Malibu travel-
ing south on GA Hwy. 
4 at what appeared to 
be a higher speed than 
the posted speed limit. 
Officer Rhoden clocked 
the vehicle traveling 
73 m.p.h. in a 55 m.p.h. 
zone. Officer Rhoden 
conducted a traffic stop 
and met the driver, Ken-
neth Maurice Hogan. 
Officer Rhoden asked 
for Hogan’s license and 
Hogan handed over an 
identification card out 
of Florida, and stated he 
only had an I.D.  While 
speaking with Hogan, 
Officer Rhoden smelled a 
strong odor of raw mari-
juana coming from the 
vehicle.  Officer Rhoden 
checked the information 
through GCIC. GCIC re-
vealed Hogan’s license 
was suspended in Flor-
ida on June 3, 2014 and 
cancelled indefinitely. 
Hogan was placed under 
arrest for the suspended 
license.  A search of the 

vehicle and on the pas-
senger, Ashanti R’ne 
Collins, resulted in mari-
juana being found and 
Collins was placed under 
arrest. Hogan and Col-
lins were transported to 
the jail where they were 
interviewed and turned 
over to the jailors on duty 
and charged with posses-
sion of an ounce or less 
of marijuana, licensed 
driving while license 
suspended/revoked, and 
speeding.  Collins was 
charged with possession 
of an ounce or less of 
marijuana. 

July 7, Officer Gary 
Rhoden observed a 1997 
Pontiac Bonneville, on 
Homeland Park Road, 
with a brake light out.  
Officer Rhoden conduct-
ed a traffic stop on the 
vehicle and met Teon-
shay Marie Honester.  
When Officer Rhoden 
asked for her license she 
stated that she did not 
have one.  Officer Rho-
den checked her infor-
mation through GCIC. 
GCIC reported Honester 
was unlicensed. Hon-
ester was placed under 
arrest and transported to 
the jail. She was turned 
over to the jailor on duty 
and charged with driv-
ing unsafe/improperly 
equipped vehicle and li-
censed driving while un-
licensed or expired.

Arrests reported by Folkston PD
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