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Senate candidate visits Folkston
REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE FOR SENATE KELVIN KING AND WIFE, JANELLE, STOPPED 

BY SOUTHERN BLEND ON AUGUST 21 DURING KING’S TOUR OF GEORGIA’S 159 

COUNTIES. MARKING FOLKSTON AS THE 122ND COUNTY, KING’S AGGRESSIVE 

SCHEDULE IS AIMED TO BEAT SENATOR RAPHAEL WARNOCK AND PUT AN END TO 

‘CANCEL CULTURE.’ LEARN MORE ABOUT KING AT WWW.KELVINKING.COM. 

4-H Ag Day slated for Saturday
The 4-H and Okefe-

nokee Chamber of Com-
merce are partnering 
up to host the 4-H Ag 
Day. The family-friendly 
event will be fun and ed-
ucational. There will be 
heavy equipment, farm 
animals, livestock dem-

onstrations, handmade 
items, farmers’ market 
vendors, a live auction 
and more. Concessions 
will be available for pur-
chase as well. 

The event will be held 
August 28, 2021 from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

at the Charlton County 
High School Agricultural 
Facility.

For more informa-

tion, follow the UGA Ex-

tension-Charlton Coun-

ty and the Okefenokee 

Chamber of Commerce on 

Facebook.

Commissioners hear 
from the public, updates
BY JAMISON GUICE

The Charlton County 
Board of Commissioners 
held a regularly sched-
uled meeting on Thurs-
day, August 19 with Com-
missioner Jesse Crews 
absent until 7:00 p.m. 
when he phoned in. 

At the beginning of 
the meeting, the board 
voted to appeal the 2020 
sales ratio study because 
they felt that the assess-
ment did not fully repre-
sent the assessment level 
within the county. 

Kim Bednarek with 
Okefenokee Partnership 
presented to the board 
what the partnership 
does and how it will bene-
fit Folkston. She said the 
partnership launched a 
site, www.visittheswamp.
com, which will invite 
tourists to the swamp but 
also to railroad activities. 
Additionally, the part-
nership plans to launch 
an app that features local 
businesses. She said that 
working together and 
bringing in more tour-
ists will help businesses 
thrive and grow. 

Alice Keyes with the 
One Hundred Miles or-
ganization talked about 
a “threat to the swamp.” 
She claimed the Twin 
Pines Minerals’ heavy 
mineral sand mine poses 
a threat to the Okefeno-
kee Swamp for several 
reasons. 

First, EPD is now the 
sole agency responsible 
for granting permits for 
the mine. In the past, the 
agency often considered 
permits in tandem with 
other federal regulators. 
Second, Keyes mentioned 
that experts outside of 
Twin Pines have raised 
concerns regarding “in-
complete information.” 
She said the groundwater 
analysis was deemed in-
sufficient to prove that no 
harm would come to the 
mine. Also, she said there 
has been no release model 
for any generated waste 
or its potential impact on 
the ground and surface 
water, or how the opera-
tion will function during 
drought conditions. Last-
ly, Keyes mentioned that 
the corporation’s workers 
have “...at best, behaved 
unprofessionally in re-
cent history.” The work-
ers falsely claimed they 
owned the mineral rights 
to the property owned 
by a different company, 
and she said they have 
tried to avoid Charlton 
County’s land distur-
bance ordinances. Also, 

Twin Pines is owned by 
the same company that 
owned a facility in McIn-
tosh County that burned 
pre-soaked railroad ties. 

She proposed that the 
Board of Commission-
ers consider passing a 
pro-community and pro-
swamp resolution. The 
resolution would call on 
state agencies and offi-
cials to do their jobs and 
make sure that no harm 
comes to the Okefenokee 
Swamp. 

Daryl Deiters with 
Gordian, a construction 
solution provider, pre-
sented the company’s 
various offers for any fu-
ture projects, including 
hiring local contractors.

Fire Chief C.L. Lewis 
asked the board’s approv-
al for repairing a fire en-
gine’s water pump. The 
repair was previously ap-
proved at the August 5 
meeting, estimated to cost 
$16,000 to $20,000. It was 
discovered that the origi-
nal engine is no longer on 
the market, so Lewis rec-
ommends buying a new 
engine for the additional 
price of $8,186.50, total-
ing $28,186.50. During 
this time Commissioner 
Crews joined the meeting 
via phone call.

After some discussion, 
the board tabled the dis-
cussion and advised Lew-
is to take the issue to the 
Fire Board. The board 
told the chief to notify the 
Fire Board of the pump’s 
cost increase, the lack of 
immediacy and the need 
to look for other trucks. 

The board approved 
some adjustments to the 
FY2020 budget required 
to wrap up the audit. The 
board voted and passed 
with unanimous approv-
al.

There were no repre-
sentatives with Waste 
Management, so the 
board tabled the discus-
sion regarding the con-
tract amendment.

The board then re-
ceived the Monthly Well-
ness Report which in-
cluded the number of 
participants in the annu-
al biometric screenings, 
52, wellness objectives 
and programs. 

The floor was then 

open to public comments. 

Antwon Nixon asked for 

the board’s help cleaning 

up an area designated 

for a possible community 

event. Charlton County’s 

Recreation Director Joel 

Shiran said that he is 

working with an electri-

cal company to help fix 

exposed wiring in com-

munity areas. 

Steve Allen, a rep-

resentative from Twin 

Pines Minerals, thanked 

the commissioners for 

their work and encour-

aged them to reach out to 

him for any questions. Al-

len believes the EPD will 

get to the bottom of the 

aforementioned claims 

and questions. He appre-

ciates their patience and, 

he is sure the EPD will 

not issue permits with a 

lack of proof regarding 

the mine swamp coexist-

ing. As for the resolution, 

Allen asked the commis-

sioners to allow Twin 

Pines to provide input if 

passed. 

Elaine Bailey appreci-

ates the board and what 

they have done for the 

road she lives on. 

Derinda Montgomery 

lives on Lonnie Todd Rd. 

and said her road needs 

to be fixed. After living 

there for 26 years, she 

said it is time because it 

is covered in potholes and 

often flooded. 

During the commis-

sioners’ comments, Chair-

woman Alphya Benefield 

addressed the public with 

a few announcements. 

First, sidewalks are not 

allowed on Georgia-reg-

ulated highways. Second, 

FEMA, www.fema.gov, 

offers funeral assistance 

to help ease some of the 

financial stress and bur-

den caused by the virus. 

Either visit the website 

to learn more or call 844-

684-6333. 

Benefield assured 

Charlton County citizens 

to not worry about the 

board keeping finances 

intended for the people. 

She encouraged the citi-

zens of Charlton County 

to stay safe and to take 

care of themselves. 

Commissioner Luke 

thanked and recognized 

the recreation director, 

Joel Shiran. 

The board then ad-

journed with no executive 

session. The next sched-

uled meeting will be held 

on September 7 at 6:00 

p.m.

Homeland City Council 
holds special-called meeting
BY JAMISON GUICE

The Homeland City 

Council called a special 

meeting on August 20, 

with member Lisa Nettle 

absent. The council dis-

cussed the resolution to 

amend the city charter 

to allow for alcohol sales, 

distribution and regula-

tion within the city limits 

along with bids for the 

water meter upgrades. 

The council unani-

mously voted to pass the 

amendment which allows 

for alcohol sales, distri-

bution and regulation, ef-

fective immediately. 

The council then dis-

cussed the two water me-
ter bids thus far received. 
Ferguson’s bid was $105, 
767 and Consolidated 
Pipe and Supply Com-
pany, Inc.’s  bid around 
$115,000. Member L.C. 
Guinn recommended go-
ing with Consolidated 
due to the company’s lo-

cation in Waycross and 
the dropped price, initial-
ly at $125,028.50.

After some discus-
sion, the board approved 
Consolidated’s bid since 
the company offers leak 
detection, backlog infor-
mation, extra curb stops, 
item longevity and meter 
software. 

The council adjourned 
at 7:13 p.m. and the next 
meeting is September 9 

at 7:00 p.m.

Board of  Education approves 

contract positions and hires
BY JAMISON GUICE

 The Charlton County 
Board of Education held 
its monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, August 17. 

Registered Nurse Ash-
ley Wellner spoke to the 
board at the beginning 
of the meeting, and she 
asked the board to con-
sider requiring masks at 
school. She is concerned 
for kids and their family 
members who are at risk 
of getting the disease, 
and she wants them to be 
protected. Wellner then 
presented to the board 
the number of COVID-19 
patients currently at 
Camden County’s hospi-
tal, Southeast Georgia 
Health System. Wellner 
herself cares for 26 COV-
ID-19 patients. The med 
surg unit holds 22 pa-
tients and the ICU is full. 
The hospital opened the 
OR and it, at that time, 
contained six ventilated 
patients. 

The campus in Bruns-
wick has 120 COVID-19 
patients. She said that 
between the two hospi-
tals, they only have 360 
beds and a total of 146 
cases. Wellner then com-
pared Camden County’s 
146 cases to a large hos-
pital in Louisiana that 
houses 800 beds with 155 
positive cases. 

Wellner mentioned 
that Glynn County’s dis-
trict began masking on 
August 18. Ware County 

schools suspended class-
es until September 7. She 
then mentioned other 
counties and their recent 
positive cases. 

Then, the board ap-
proved a correction to the 
July 29 minutes. 

The board approved 
payments of accounts 
payable. 

Superintendent Dr. 
Brent Tilley announced 
there were 1,494 stu-
dents in K-12 on the sec-
ond day of school, with 
75 students in pre-K. In 
comparison to 2020, pre-
K was up around 20 stu-
dents. Tilley said that the 
difference is most likely 
due to COVID-19 related 
fears. K-12 numbers are 
down almost 50 students 
but still very close to the 
previous year. 

Currently, there are 
67 students quarantined 
with six being positive 
cases, and there are five 
quarantined staff mem-
bers with COVID-19. 

The 2022 Local Board 
Training Plan outlined 
a required nine hours of 
training, with six hours 
planned at the GSBA 
workshop located in Sa-
vannah next summer. 
The remaining three 
hours will be scheduled 
this fall. 

Fundraiser activities 
for the 2022 fiscal year 
were approved for Charl-
ton County’s schools. 
Tilley recommended the 

board approve all four 
schools, and the fundrais-
ers passed unanimously.

Hires for contracted 
service positions were 
approved which included 
a physical therapist, an 
English language inter-
preter and three academ-
ic interventionists. 

Tilley recommended 
the Board of Education 
table the first reading 
of Policy BCBI - Public 
Participation in Board 
Meeting due to a needed 
revision. The first read-
ing is now scheduled for 
September. 

Policy GARH allows 
up to 120 hours of paid 
parental leave during a 
rolling 12-month period. 
Upon the superinten-
dent’s recommendation, 
the board approved the fi-
nal reading of the policy. 

The board then dis-
missed for executive ses-
sion at 7:19 p.m. and 
returned at 8:12 p.m. 
where they discussed hir-
ing personnel, periodic 
evaluations and potential 
litigation. No action was 
taken. 

Members of the board 
approved the hires of Mi-
chael Clopper, Titia Gor-
net and Hope Hunter as 
associate bus drivers. 
Taylor Cribb as a full-
time school food service 
employee and Lyn 
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