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By Glenn Hughes

Former Charlton 
County High School and 
University of Georgia 
standout, L.J. Talley 
saw one of his lifelong 
dreams come into be-
ing last Tuesday when 
the Toronto Blue Jays 
selected him in the sev-
enth round of the Major 
League Baseball Draft. 
Talley becomes the first 
Charlton County base-
ball player since Eric 
Lloyd to be drafted. 
Lloyd was taken in the 
71st round in 1995 out of 

high school by the Seat-
tle Mariners but opted to 
play college ball.

Talley was an All 
State performer for the 
Indians and was a key 
member of back-to-back 
state championship 
teams by the Indians. 

He would then go on 
to become a four-year 
starter at Georgia and 
culminated his career by 
batting .332 with eight 
home runs and 41 RBI’s 
his senior season. Talley 
was a second team All-
SEC selection and was 

L.J. Talley Selected 

in Seventh Round 

of 2019 MLB Draft

The Folkston Police 
Department released re-
ports from May 1 through 
May 30.

On May 1, Officer 
Jason Rifenbark was 
dispatched to the inter-
section of First Street 
and Maplewood Street. 
A 2002 Dodge Caravan 
driven by Jerry Perry Ar-
nett was parked at Bad-
cock facing east. A 1999 
Ford F150 driven by Da-
vid Keith Daniels was 
parked at Advance Re-
habilitation facing west. 
Both vehicles attempted 
to back from their park-
ing areas, causing the ve-
hicles to strike each oth-
er. Both drivers stated 
they were backing at the 
time of impact. The point 
of impact is unknown due 
to both vehicles being 
moved upon arrival.

On May 2, Officer 
James Murray was dis-
patched to GA Hwy. 4 at 
the intersection of Gar-
den Street. Vehicle one, 
a 2003 Chevrolet Utility 
Truck, driven by John-
nie James Mitchell, was 
traveling south on GA 
Hwy. 4. Vehicle two, a 
2006 Chevrolet K150, 
driven by Ryan Christo-
pher Lambert, was trav-
eling south on GA Hwy. 4 
ahead of vehicle one. Ve-
hicle three, a 2016 Buick 
Enclave, driven by Mari-
lyn M. Johnson, was trav-
eling north on GA Hwy. 4. 
Vehicle two entered the 
continuous turning lane 
and attempted to turn left 
onto Oliff Street. Vehicle 
one also entered into the 
continuous turning lane 
behind vehicle two. Ve-
hicle one struck vehicle 
two in the rear, causing 
vehicle two to spin facing 
north, in the north bound 
lane. A toolbox from vehi-
cle two was ejected from 
the bed of vehicle two and 
struck vehicle three. The 
driver of vehicle one was 
taken to Shands Jackson-
ville by Charlton EMS.

On May 2, Officer Ja-
son Rifenbark was dis-
patched to the Folkston 
Post Office driveway. Ve-
hicle one, a 2010 Dodge 
Ram 1500, driven by Phil-
ip Leo Kuerzi, was trave-
ling northbound through 
the post office parking 
lot. Vehicle two, a 2007 
International, owned by 

FPD releases 
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PICTURED IS FORMER INDIAN L.J. TALLEY DURING HIS 

TIME AT THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA.

named to the SEC All 
Defensive Team.

Once he signs a con-
tract and passes a physi-

cal he will begin his pro-
fessional career at one 
of the Blue Jays minor 
league teams.

CHIEF AWARD RECIPENTS WERE HONORED DURING THE MAY 21 BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING.

By Marla Ogletree

The Charlton County Board of Education held 
a called meeting Monday, June 3, in the conference 
room. During the meeting, the decision was made to 
hire Dr. Brent Tilley as the new principal of Bethune 
Middle School. Dr. Tilley, a native of Tennessee, is a 
graduate of Maryville College in Tennessee. He served 
as an assistant principal for Nassau County Schools 
from 2005-2009, Principal of Hilliard High School 
from 2009-2015, and Assistant Principal of Bethune 
Middle School beginning in 2015.

The resignations were approved for Joanna Under-
wood from Bethune Elementary School, and Carrie 
Gardner from Folkston Elementary School. The trans-
fer of Brian Lloyd was approved to move to Charlton 
County High School.

In other news, Superintendent Dr. John Lairsey 
went over a summery of the 2020 Fiscal Year Budget. 
He said there is a $966,000.00 increase from 2019 
due to the $3,000.00 teacher raises. He stated there 
will not be a need to increase local revenue, as the 
increase will be covered by state revenue.

Tilley named principal at BMS

The Third Annual 
ADOP, A Day Of Play, 
Community Carnival 
presented by Chris Mil-
ton will be held Saturday, 
June 15 from 11:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. at the old 
track field behind Indian 

Field. 
The carnival is free 

to the public and will in-
clude free giveaways, free 
lunch, activities, games 
and more. The first 100 
children will also receive 
a free t-shirt. 

ADOP Community 

Carnival Saturday

SYSCO Jacksonville, 
Inc., was parked and fac-
ing westbound. Vehicle 
one attempted to drive 
between the guardrail 
and vehicle two. Vehicle 
one struck the guardrail 
and continued forward 
striking vehicle two.

On May 2, Office Gary 
Rhoden was dispatched 
to The Friendly Express 
on Second Street. Vehi-
cle one, a 2017 Peterbilt, 
driven by Robert King 
Brown, was traveling 
east through the Friend-
ly Express parking lot. 
Vehicle two, a 2012 In-
ternational Prostar, was 
parked in a parking space 
facing west on the north 
side parking area, occu-
pied by John S. Gardocki, 
in the sleeper area of 
vehicle two. Vehicle one 
attempted to make a left 
U-turn around the rear 
of vehicle two in order to 
park in a space north of 
vehicle two and face west 
also. The trailer of vehi-
cle one struck the trailer 
of vehicle two.

On May 5, Officer 
James Murray, was dis-
patched to Martin Street. 
Vehicle two, a 2015 Ford 
F150, driven by William 
Charles Richey, was 
traveling north through 
the parking lot at Flash 
Foods #107. Vehicle one, 
a 2010 GMC pickup, 
driven by Brandy Nicole 
Smith, was parking fac-
ing east. Vehicle one be-
gan backing and struck 
vehicle two in the passen-
ger door.

On May 14, Officer 
James Murray was dis-
patched to the El Cheapo 
Gas Station. Vehicle one, 
a 2017 Nissan Rogue, 
driven by Bradford Lyle 
Nazworth, and vehicle 
two, a 2005 Honda Ac-
cord, were parked in the 
El Cheapo parking lot 
facing north. Vehicle two 
was parked to the right 
and behind Vehicle one. 

See ‘Reports’ on 2


