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March for Maud held
A peaceful protest was held in support of the family and friends of Ahmaud Arbery, who 

was killed in Brunswick. Local supporters met at Champ Bailey Stadium and marched to the 

Charlton County Courthouse, where speakers addressed the issues facing the black commu-

nity. Pastors from Charlton and surrounding areas and activist April Slade addressed those 

gathered discussing changes that need to be made locally and nationally. Sheriff candidates 

Deputy Chief Clay Bursned and Robert Phillips also spoke to the crowd offering their support 

and acknowledgement of these issues. Dr. Ferrell M. Malone, Sr. brought a caravan through 

the community from Waycross. He then addressed those present, lead a march around the 

courthouse symbolizing Joshua’s march around Jericho and took his caravan to other sur-

rounding counties. Above, members of the community and Glover Brothers football present 

Ahmaud’s mother, Wanda Cooper, with fl owers and a plauque. For more photos of the event, 
see page 12. – photo by T. Taylor Photos

BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Charlton County 
Board of Commission-
ers (BOC) held its regu-
larly scheduled meeting 
Thursday, May 21.

During the meeting, 
there was an agenda item 
which garnered interest. 
The item was the approv-
al of the GMASS, Inc. 
invoice. The board unani-
mously approved paying 
the invoice for GMASS in 
the amount of $6,750.00. 
The company is current-
ly assisting the county 
in re-assessing property 
values for the area. The 
amount is not a part of 
the existing contract but 
is reimbursement for as-
sistance in gathering 
and compiling data for 
the Board of Assessors’ 
(BOA) ongoing litigation 
regarding the updated 
property values. Proceed-
ings have been halted 
due to court closures dur-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The invoice will 
be paid using the BOA’s 
contract service line item 
already included in the 
annual budget. (Editor’s 
note: the Herald will be 
following this litigation 
and will offer updates as 
they become available.)

Also during the meet-
ing, commissioners ap-
proved cutting a check 
in the care of County At-
torney John B. Adams 
for the Attorney Trust 
Account in the acquisi-
tion of four tracts of land 
for the Hatcher Branch 
Bridge replacement as 
well as acquiring services 
of Conner and Conner for 
the condemnation of two 
other tracts of land. The 
motion was made and ap-
proved.

The commissioners 
discussed the Georgia 
DNR Grant contract and 
resolution for renovations 

at Traders Hill Camp-
ground. Funding for the 
renovations will be made 
with the Land and Wa-
ter Conservation Fund 
Grant, which the county 
applied for in 2018. Elec-
trical hook-ups for camp-
ers, bathroom repairs, 
and septic replacements 
will be updated. The 
grant is for $43,737.50 
with the county matching 
the cost. The county has 
saved money since 2014 
for this particular project 
and will be reimbursed 
once all invoices are paid. 
The motion was made 
and passed unanimously.

A resolution was 
passed to change the 
hours for county parks, 
which will now close at 
8:00 p.m. and open at 7:00 
a.m. The hours do not in-
clude campgrounds, boat 
ramps (and designated 
parking lots) or county-
sanctioned events.

 During the May 7 
meeting, County Admin-
istrator Hampton Raul-
erson suggested to the 
board to install glass 
barriers in the court of-
fi ces. The Law Library 
agreed to pay half of 
the $6,100.00 to have 
the guards put in place. 
Raulerson suggested the 
county move $10,000.00 
from the contingency 
funds to general funds 
in case there is a higher 
cost. The Probate/Mag-
istrate offi ce will also be 
rearranged in an effort to 
better accommodate visi-
tors. The board approved 
the transfer unanimous-
ly.

Earl Lawson, CPA, 
submitted a new invoice 
to the county for the an-
nual auditing services 
rendered. Lawson alert-
ed Raulerson there was 
a mistake in the billing, 
stating the county was 

only billed for $7,850.00 
and would resubmit an 
invoice for an additional 
$7,800.00 – $15,650.00. 
The amount is consis-
tent with what he was 
paid previously. Com-
missioner Luke Gowen 
agreed he should be paid 
for his work; however, he 
expressed concerns with 
the mistake in billing. 
Gowen suggested switch-
ing CPAs in the future. 
County Attorney John 
Adams stated it is not a 
bad idea to switch audi-
tors every few years – not 
necessarily for the billing 
mistake, but in general. 
Raulerson shared he 
would likely put the job 
out to bid in September. 
The board unanimously 
approved paying Lawson 
for the remaining bal-
ance.

Mrs. Glenda Adams 
was unanimously reap-
pointed to the Unison 
Board of Directors and 
will serve another three-
year term. The board has 
been pleased with her 
service and welcomed her 
reappointment.

Finally, the board ap-
proved the purchase or-
der of $5,612.06 to Yanc-
ey Brothers for the repair 
of the county’s 930 Fron-
tend Loader. The ma-
chine is no longer under 
warranty and not quali-
fi ed for buyback. The mo-
tion was made and unan-
imously approved.

On Friday, May 15 at 
6:40 p.m. fi rst respond-
ers from the Charlton 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
(CCSO) and Charlton 
Fire and Rescue (CCFR) 
were sent to People’s 
Baptist Church, located 
at 65 Reynolds Road in 
Folkston, in reference to 
a fi re. Responders found 
a burning wreath on the 
door of the building. 

Captain Kenny Lee of 
Charlton Fire and Rescue 
asked that dispatch con-
tact the State Fire Mar-
shal’s offi ce. Following 
an investigation, it was 
determined the fi re was 
intentionally set and has 
been ruled as arson. The 
church was not occupied 

at the time and only min-
imal damage was done. 

 “However, this should 
not take away from the 
fact that the arsonist be-
hind it committed a very 
serious crime,” said In-
surance and Safety Fire 
Commissioner John F. 
King.

Commissioner King’s 
Fire Investigations Unit 
is working with the 
CCSO and CCFR on this 
case.

“We are thankful 
that no one was injured, 
and the quick thinking 
of a concerned citizen 
prevented the fi re from 
spreading and destroying 
the church,” said Chief 
Deputy Clay Burnsed, 

“but arson is a serious 
crime that could lead to 
tremendous loss of life 
and property. If anyone 
knows anything about 
this, please let us know.”

The church is home 
to members and lead by 
Pastor Nathan Irre.

“If that boy hadn’t 
stopped to pull off those 
wreaths and the girls 
with their bottles of wa-
ter, our church would 
have burned down,” said 
church member Betty 
McCall. “I just think they 
deserve a big thank you!”

If you have any infor-
mation on the responsi-
ble individual(s), call the 
Fire Investigations Unit 
at 1 (800) 282-5804.

Fire at People’s Baptist 
Church ruled as Arson

PICTURED ABOVE IS THE DAMAGE FROM THE FIRE.

BOC approves payment for 

litigation assistance, discusses 

updates for Charlton County

SEE ‘COUNTY’ ON 2

BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Charlton County 
Board of Education held 
its regularly scheduled 
meeting, Tuesday, May 
19.

During the meeting, 
the board unanimously 
voted to approve the fol-
lowing personnel chang-
es; Matthew Rouse as 
bus driver, Ryan Young 
In-School Suspension 
facilitator and coach at 
Bethune Middle School 
(BMS), and Josh Gra-
ham as the art teach-
er for Charlton County 
High School (CCHS). The 
board also approved the 
following retirements: 
Cindy Perry at Folk-
ston Elementary School 
(FES), Shelly Vignola at 
BMS, Merry Harris at 
CCHS, Jeanne Crews at 
the district offi ce, Cheryl 
Harris at CCHS, Brenda 

Green bus driver, and 
Frank Dasher mainte-
nance. The following 
resignations were also 
approved: Giles Jackson 
(tech) and Fonda Hender-
son (bus driver).

Also during the meet-
ing, Superintendent Dr. 
John Lairsey stated the 
board is 83.33 percent 
through the Fiscal Year’s 
General Fund. He shared 
91.97 percent of the local 
tax revenues have been 
received. The total is a 
little behind from last 
year, due to state funds 
not being released. The 
school system is, howev-
er, saving money with 
fewer expenditures due 
to early school closures. 
Dr. Lairsey stated he is 
reassured in knowing the 
budget will still be in a 
good position going into 
the next school year.

The board members 
approved the renewal of 
the Baker County Agree-
ment, which allows stu-
dents from the southern 
part of Charlton County 
to attend Baker County 
schools. There were no 
changes made and was 
unanimously passed.

The board also ap-
proved the purchase of 
a new walk-in freezer 
for Folkston Elementa-
ry School. The original 
freezer, which has been 
at the school since 1998, 
stopped working. The 
bid was awarded to Sam 
Pickren for $13,134.59. 
Dr. Lairsey stated the 
schools have been very 
satisfi ed with the work 
the business has done for 
them in the past.

The board will meet 
again Tuesday, June 23 
at 7:00 p.m.

BOE approves personnel 

changes during May meeting


