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BY MARLA OGLETREE

“There are 50 children 
in the DFCS system in 
Charlton County,” says 
Barbie Dinkins, with the 
Called to Care Charlton/
Brantley program , “and 
there are only ten homes 
to place them.”

Charlton County is in 
Region 11, which mostly 
consists of South Georgia 
counties, and each one is 
struggling to fi nd homes 
for these children. Those 
who cannot be placed 
in homes near them are 
placed in other counties, 
and sometimes separated 
from siblings. While case-
loads are dropping, the 
amount of homes willing 
to foster has not changed 
in years. But that doesn’t 
mean it can’t change.

Blaine Murray, of 
Folkston, is the Vice Pres-
ident of the Adopt and 
Foster Parent Associa-
tion of Georgia for Region 

11. If foster parents have 
questions or concerns, he 
is the go-to person. His 
wife, Sabrina, serves on 
the nominating commit-
tee, and they both serve 
on the board.

“There is a big need,” 
Sabrina comments. “For 
a big county, and a loving 
and supportive county, 
there’s no reason not to 
have enough homes.”

Sabrina, who worked 
11 years with the Divi-
sion of Family and Chil-
dren Services (DFCS), 
knows the process on a 
professional level. Dur-
ing this time, she worked 
on adoptions, foster care, 
child protective services, 
adult protective services 
and resource develop-
ment, which helped re-
cruit, train and retain re-
source families. She saw 
the need fi rst hand and 
knew this was what she 
needed to do. When she 

got home, she spoke to 
Blaine who expressed he 
felt the same.

“When I decided this is 
what I wanted to do and 
he said he did too, I said, 
‘lets go!’”

When they fi rst be-
gan the process, they 
just built a new house, 
fi nishing in May. By 
the beginning of June, 
they got their fi rst call. 
In ten years, the couple 
has had around 20 kids 
come through their home. 
Some were not even from 
Charlton. In this number, 
the two have adopted sev-
en children. Overnight 
they went from only the 
two of them to “two car 
loads” Sabrina affection-
ately joked. 

This is not a new prob-
lem. There are families in 
Charlton who have taken 
in babies, children, and 
teenagers for many years. 
Some have even been ad-

opted.
“Our house has always 

been a revolving door,” 
says Kim Aldridge, who, 
along with her sister Su-
san Germani, was adopt-
ed by Delene and the late 
Lindy James, of Folkston.

When Mr. and Mrs. 
James realized they 
would not be able to have 
children of their own, 
Delene started noticing 
advertisements for adopt-
ing and fostering, so she 
spoke to her husband.

“I said, ‘Honey, why 
don’t we do this?’” His 
only request – a son.

“Little did he know I 
would be his only son,” 
jokes Kim.

The Jameses made it a 
point to do their very best 
in treating any child who 
stayed in their home the 
same as their girls. Lindy 
would take the boys fi sh-
ing, while Delene would 
take the girls shopping. 
They both gave each child 
their love.

“My children knew 
they had a home and 
knew they were loved. I 
wanted these kids to feel 
the same,” recalls Delene, 
“and most of the time, we 
enjoyed it”.

“They treated them 
just like us,” remembers 
Susan.

Certain children who 
come through the doors of 
these unfamiliar homes 
have been through un-
imaginable events in 
their lives. They enter 
these homes broken, 
scared, and lacking love 
and support. Others have 
come from families who, 
while loving, just couldn’t 

take proper care of them 
and wanted to give them 
their best chance of a bet-
ter life. Some only stay for 
a short time while their 

biological families get on 
their feet.

Delene says she 
learned to be prepared 
for anything. “You never 
know what they’ve been 
through,” she said. “If 
you’re going to foster, you 
have to have a love for 
children.”

The Murrays feel the 
same.

“You can’t do it for the 
money. You have to have 
that part in your heart 
that wants to make a dif-
ference,” Blaine states.

When foster families 
get “the call”, they have 
the right to refuse a child, 
they are not obligated to 
take them. If they agree, 
once the child is placed in 
the home, there are crew 
leaders who are readily 
available to help make 
the transition easier and 
to help not only the child, 
but the new parents as 
well. Other foster families 

are also a great resource.
“You have to be pre-

pared to let them go,” 
says Delene, who shared 
there was more than one 

she was hurt to see leave.
Both families agree 

learning to love these 
children, but having to 
let go, is one of the hard-
est parts of the process. 
They understand this is 
the reason so many de-
cide not to foster, but re-
iterate the importance of 
those who offer their sup-
port.

“It takes a very tal-
ented and loving person 
to open their hearts and 
homes,” says Kim.

Susan agrees, stating, 
“All you need is love. It 
doesn’t take a rich per-
son”.

If you would like to 
have more information 
on the process of becom-
ing a foster or adoptive 
parent, contact the foster 
care and adoption recruit-
ment intake line at 877-
210-KIDS (5437) or visit 
www.dfcs.georgia.gov.

Charlton County – being called to care

The Folkston City 
Council had a regular-
ly scheduled meeting, 
Monday, August 19.

During the meeting, 
Chief Wesley Green 
gave the monthly Po-
lice Report. Chief Green 
stated the department 
answered 870 calls, in-
vestigated 10 accidents, 
and 37 incident reports. 
The department totaled 
$6,328.00 in fees, with 
$4,583.95 going to the 
city.

Also during the meet-
ing, the council heard 
from Don Crews, CPA. 
He told the city they 
were in good shape fi-
nancially. The total net 
position increased from 
$9,764,099 in 2017 to 
$10,518,380 in 2018. A 
lot of the increase was 
due to state grants re-
ceived by Folkston.
Crews stated the city 
is doing a great job ad-
dressing infrastructure, 
and is overall in great 
financial shape. The 
audit has also been ac-
cepted by the state. The 
board also approved to 
amend the 2018 budget.

The coucnil also 
heard from City Man-
ager Pender Lloyd , who 

updated the city on the 
upcoming road projects, 
and announced the city 
would hopefully go to 
bid for the Homeland 
Park Bridge near Uni-
son in September.

The City Council 
discussed the GMA’s 
Telecommunication and 
Right of Way Manage-
ment Program. As a 
part of the Right of Way 
Ordinance for Folkston, 
companies must acquire 
a Right of Way construc-
tion permit to install 
any equipment. The 
program will manage 
the upkeep of permits, 
fees, charges, and more 
for the city. They will 
ensure the city receives 
the correct payments, 
and all is in order. The 
cost will be $2,618.00 
for one year. The motion 
was made to approve the 
agreement, and passed 
unanimously.

The City of Folkston 
also agreed to to be a 
part of the Complete 
Count Committee for 
the U.S. Census Bu-
reau. The city will work 
with the county to en-
courage all citizens to 
participate in events 
and initiatives that will 

raise awareness and 
participation in the cen-
cus to ensure all persons 
are counted correctly. 
The amount of people 
in a city, county, and 
state determines the 
amount of money each 
entity could receive in 
grants for projects such 
as roads, bridges, fire 
safety, and more.

An agreement was re-
ceived from CSX Trans-
portation for the piece 
of property rented by 
the city. The agreement 
states CSX will charge 
$1,170.00, an increase 
of $270.00 from the 
original $900.00, and 
will increase by three 
percent every year. It 
is also states if the city 
does not respond within 
45 days, the lease will 
be accepted with the 
new amount. No action 
was taken.

Folkston holds meeting

PICTURED ARE BLAINE AND SABRINA MURRAY WITH THEIR CHILDREN.

DELENE JAMES IS PICTURED WITH HER DAUGHTERS, 

SUSAN (LEFT) AND KIM (RIGHT).

SEE ‘CARE’ ON PAGE 2

The Charlton County 2020 elections are right around the corner, and this year’s qualifi ers for 
Folkston City Council are incumbents Rob Roberson, Marion Davis, and Stanley Golaszewski. 

Homeland City Council qualifi ers were Richard Gwaltney, Lisa Nettles, and the newest council 
member, Mark Williams. Each qualifi er is running unopposed.
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2020 Qualifi ers named


