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Board of Education
sets county millage rate

By Jamison Guice
The Board of Education held a special called
meeting on September
28 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss
the 2021 millage rate. A

millage rate of 17.19 was
unanimously approved.
Other business
The board also approved Ashley Richard
as Charlton County High

School’s media specialist.
The meeting then adjourned with no executive
session. The next scheduled meeting is on October 12 at 7:00 p.m.

It’s Okefenokee
Festival Time!
Look inside for the
annual special section!

Sheriff’s Office press release
On September 27,
Deputy Moneke Holmes
was dispatched to a call
for a vehicle unable to
maintain on Georgia 4
at mile marker 2. Deputy Holmes arrived on
scene and made contact
with the driver, Marianne Howell. Howell
stated that someone was
on the way to pick her
up because the vehicle
was undrivable. Deputy
Holmes noticed a strong
scent of alacohol. At this
point Folkston PD Officer Wyatt Garvin arrived
on scene. Officer Garvian
asked Howell to step out
of the vehicle and she
refused. Officer Garvin
asked again and Howell
complied.
When asked to produce her license, Howell stated it was in her
purse. Deputy Holmes
searched the purse with
permission from the subject, and was unable to
locate a license. Howell
said she needed to search
the vehicle for the license
and was told she could
not reenter the truck.
At this point she began
to push and struggle
against Officer Garvin.
Officer Garvin informed
her that she was under
arrest for obstruction of a
law enforcement officer.
Howell was handcuffed
and placed in Deputy
Holmes’s patrol vehicle.
A search of the subject’s
vehicle found an open
container of alcohol and a
large Styrofoam cup with
alcohol. Howell was arrested for DUI, open con-

tainer and obstruction of
law enforcement.
Also on September 27,
Deputy Nathan Gwaltney responded to a call on
Horseshoe Loop concerning threatening texts.
The complainant stated
that he had received texts
prompted by a family dispute from another family
member threatening to
burn his down and other
threats upon his person.
A report was filed and
the actions were noted
should further action be
necessary.
On September 28,
Deputy Nicholas McDowell was dispatched to Pecan Street in reference
to a dispute concerning
a fence line. On arrival
Deputy McDowell spoke
with the complainant and
observed the surveyor’s
marks left the previous
day. Deputy McDowell
confirmed the fence was
on the correct side of the
surveyor’s marks.
On September 29,
Deputy Scott Woodman
responded to a call on
Clay Street. On arrival,
Deputy Woodman met
the complainant who
stated that two laptops
had been stolen from her
porch. She stated that she
and another person had
been transferring data
from one laptop to a new
one. They went inside for
a minute or two and returned to find the laptops
missing. This case is under investigation.
On September 30, Deputy Moneke Holmes responded to a call of a pos-

sible physical altercation
on El Terrace Road. On
arrival Deputy Holmes
spoke with a female subject who stated that an
argument with her husband had turned physical
when she tried to leave
the residence. She stated
that her husband struck
her with a belt while she
was holding their toddler
son. The belt struck the
subject on the back and
the child on the leg. The
male subject confirmed
that the incident did occur and was placed under
arrest and charged with
battery under the family
violence act and cruelty
to children in the third
degree.
On September 30,
Deputy Moneke Holmes
responded to a call on
Humphries Road. The
complainant stated that
an employee at his junkyard had been stealing
from the property. The
complainant stated that
he had videos and pictures of the property at
the employee’s home. After an investigation, warrants were obtained and
Joshua Barfield was arrested and charged with
criminal damage to property, and misdemeanor
theft by taking.
On October 3, Deputy
Jeff Floyd responded to
a call of debit card transaction fraud. The subject
stated that charges had
been made on her card
from a Target in Connecticut. This case is under investigation.

Celebrating the festival’s

The 50th Annual Okefenokee
Parade and Festival will be held this
Saturday and Sunday, October 9 and 10.
The parade will take place Saturday at 10:00 a.m.
For more details, see inside!
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Charlton helps
Nassau investigation
BY JAMISON GUICE
Charlton
County’s
Sheriff
Robert
Phillips sent five deputies
to help Nassau County
on Monday, September
27. Col. Bill Lee, Capt.
Perry Green, Sgt. Sammie Hendrix, Sgt. Nick
McDowell and Deputy
Scott Woodman assisted
in evidence recovery for a
woods unit. According to
Lee, it was in the general
area of Callahan where
suspect Patrick McDowell is accused of shooting
Deputy Josh Moyers during a traffic stop on September 24.
The deputies worked
with other Georgia units
like the Georgia State
Patrol and the Camden
Sheriff’s Office. Lee explained the deputies were
not a part of the manhunt
per se, but they did help
look for any left behind or

dropped evidence.
Lee served as the
team’s leader. His role
was to create a less
stressful environment in
an already tense situation. Even with such a
case as Deputy Moyers,
Lee said that he went in
with an open mind.
“You have to keep your
feelings aside and just be
there to do a job and get
the job done,” Lee said.
He emphasized that
he is thankful that McDowell was apprehended
as he posed a threat to
the community and overall society.
Providing aid to other
counties is not unheard
of, especially for Charlton
County. Sheriff Phillips
said other counties often
send officers and deputies to nearby and neighboring districts in need.
Additionally,
Nassau

County’s Sheriff Leeper
is a professional and personal friend of Phillips so
he was happy to help.
Phillips also described
a recent example where
Charlton County received
help:
“During the two funerals we recently had
for Lynn [Johnson] and
Stephanie [Hicks], we
had a number of people
step,” Phillips said. “The
Bacon County Sheriff’s
Office sent a jailer to one
of the funerals and Brantley County sent a jailer to
one of the funerals so all
of my people could go. We
also had a local EMT step
up as a volunteer to fill
in on the radio for us. We
just help each other out.”
Phillips said it was an
honor to go out and support Nassau County in
their time of sorrow, frustration and heartbreak.

Scenes from Food Truck Friday...

THERE WERE VARIOUS FOOD VENDORS WHO KNEW
HOW TO GRILL IT UP!

MEMBER OF THE GEORGIA
PRESS AND NATIONAL
NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATIONS

Charlton County running back/linebacker
Jaylen Lilley named the Player of the Week

The daily newsletter, Georgia High School
Football Daily, selected Charlton County running back/linebacker Jaylen Lilley as the Player of the Week for the entire state of Georgia
for his performance against Clinch County.

Lilley rushed for 242 yards and scored five
touchdowns on offense and added eight
tackles on defense to lead the Indians to a
35-34 win in overtime.

– PHOTOS BY MARLA OGLETREE
FULL MOON FOLK PROVIDED LIVE MUSIC. THE DUO
WILL ALSO PLAY AT THE OKEFENOKEE FESTIVAL.
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