
The Unifi ed Alliance of Charlton County is 
pleased to announce plans to commemorate 
Civil Rights Leader Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. on Monday, January 20. The annual pa-
rade at will begin at 11:00 a.m. starting at the 
Charlton County DFACS offi ce, continuing on 
Okefenokee Drive to Main Street and ending 
at the County Courthouse. The MLK service 
will take place at House of Faith Worship Cen-
ter, located at 3365 Paxton Road, Folkston. 
the guest speaker will be Dr. Rhonda Brown. 
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BY SUSIE HEISEY, 

ONWR

In April 1988, 
Judy Drury began her 
career with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and 
forever changed the Oke-
fenokee National Wild-
life Refuge.

A native of 
Folkston, Judy grew 
up in the Okefenokee 
Swamp and was excited 
to be able to combine a 
career with the place 
that brought her so much 
joy.  

Throughout Judy’s 
career, she has always 
been an integral part 
of the visitor services 
program. Although her 
responsibilities and job 
duties were varied – she 
is truly a “jack of all 
trades” – what always 
shone through in every-
thing Judy accomplished 
was her love for the Oke-
fenokee and the people 
that work here. 

Staff at Okefenokee 
came to depend on Judy 
in regards to payroll, en-
suring we safely traveled 
to and from the refuge on 
business-related travel, 

and that we had the sup-
plies we needed to get 
our jobs done. 

Additionally, as the 
primary person who 
made camping permit 
reservations, thousands 
of visitors were greet-
ed each morning with 
Judy’s sweet southern 
drawl while she helped 
them plan their camping 
trip. 

Count-
less visi-
tors ex-
p r e s s e d 
t h e i r 
gratitude 
to Judy 
for her 
extensive 
knowledge 
of the wa-
ter trail 
s y s t e m 
t h r o u g h 
the Okefe-
nokee Wil-
d e r n e s s 
and her 
t i r e l e s s 
efforts in 
providing 
the best 
experience 
to visitors 

from around the world. 
“The staff at Okefeno-

kee will miss Judy deep-
ly, but know that this is 
not the last time we will 
see her – we are excited 
for her to enjoy retired 
life and when she fi nds 
some extra time, volun-
teering on the refuge!” 
states Refuge Manager 
Michael Lusk.

Judy Drury retires from 

ONWR after 32 years

JUDY DRURY BEGAN HER WORK AT THE ONWR IN 1988.

REFUGE MANAGER MICHAEL LUSK PRES-

ENTS DRURY WITH HER 30-YEAR PLAQUE.

BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Folkston City 
Council held its last 
meeting of 2019 Mon-
day, December 16, 2019. 
Councilman Pardner Da-
vis was absent.

During the meeting, 
the council heard from 
Folkston Police Chief 
Wesley Green. Chief 
Green stared the police 
department fi led 35 in-
cident reports, investi-
gated seven accidents 
and answered 1,043 calls 
during the month of Oc-
tober 2019. The police 
department collected 
$8,574.00; the city’s por-
tion is $5,101.03 of the 
fi nes and forfeitures col-
lected.  

Also during the meet-
ing, City Manager Pend-
er Lloyd updated the city 
council members on the 
water line extension. He 
stated the city has com-
pleted phase one of the 
extension on Reynolds 
Road and customers are 

now being connected. He 
also alerted the council 
of a pump at the lift sta-
tion located on Hwy. 301 
had to be replaced and a 
motor in the well house 
at city hall is also being 
repaired. 

The 2020 Census is 
now underway and the 
city has been asked to 
fi nd two representatives 
for Folkston to serve on 
the US Census Commit-
tee. Mayor Lee Gowen 
stated Betty Howard 
and Destiny Thompson 
have volunteered their 
services.

Mayor Gowen gave 
the fi rst reading for the 
updated water and sew-
er ordinance to include 
the rate structure and 
all amendments. The 
ordinance will be read 
again and offi cally ad-
opted Monday, January 
13 during the regualr 
monthly meeting.

Folkston recently re-
ceived the Memorandum 

of Understanding (MOU) 
with D. Ray James Cor-
rectional Facility.  May-
or Gowen stated the city 
is required to renew the 
MOU each year. There 
were no changes made in 
the 2020 agreement. The 
motion was made and 
passed unanimously.

The city has also re-
ceived an application 
for a liquor license from 
Thai Smile restaurant, 
located on Main Street. 
Mayor Gowen stated the 
application will need to 
set on the table for 30 
days before it can be ap-
proved.   

An account for the 
Sewer Fund was set up 
at FNB South for the 
city. The account is a re-
quirement by USDA for 
the sewer improvement 
loan. Mayor Gowen rec-
ommended the council 
approve the Sewer Fund 
checking account. The 
motion was made and 
passed unanimously.

Folkston City Council 

makes changes for 2020

The Folkston Police 
Department recently re-
leased the following inci-
dent reports for Novem-
ber 19 through December 
8, 2019.

On November 19, 
Offi cer Kurtis Ford ob-
served a 2006 Lincoln 
Zephyr, on Hwy. 252, fail 
to maintain its lane three 
times. Offi cer Ford con-
ducted a traffi c stop and 
met the offender, Timo-
thy Ray Aldridge. Offi cer 
Ford asked Aldridge to 
step out of the vehicle 
and observed a clear bag 
with methamphetamine 
in the driver’s door. Dur-
ing a search of the vehi-
cle, Aldridge fl ed on foot.  
It was revealed by GCIC, 
the tag did not match the 
Lincoln Zephyr, there 
was no insurance, the 
registration was can-
celled, and Aldridge’s li-
cense was suspended on 
Novemnber 7, 2012 for 
driving while license is 
suspended or revoked.  
Aldridge was transported 
to the jail where he was 
interviewed and turned 
over to the jailor on duty.  
Warrants were secured.  

He was charged with pos-
session of methamphet-
amine, tag alteration/
improper plates/regis-
tration, licensed driving 
while license is suspend-
ed/revoked, no insurance, 
driving with suspended 
tag, unlawful use of wire-
less device, and failure 
to maintain lane. The 
case is cleared by arrest.  
Aldridge was also want-
ed out of Glynn County 
for violation of probation 
and a hold was placed.

November 21, Offi cer 
Wyatt Garvin conducted 
a traffi c stop on a 2015 
Hyundai Elantra on GA 
Hwy. 4 northbound at the 
Star Motel. While speak-
ing to the driver, Ieshia 
Schenell Alderman, Of-
fi cer Garvin smelled a 
strong odor of marijuana 
coming from within the 
vehicle. A search of the 
vehicle was conducted 
and marijuana, as well 
as, drug paraphernalia 
was located. Further in-
vestigation led to Alder-
man, being placed under 
arrest and charged with 
driving while under the 
infl uence of alcohol (fi rst 

offense), driving a vehicle 
with a suspended regis-
tration, driving a vehicle 
without a valid license, 
driving with a suspend-
ed license (fi rst offense), 
marijuana possession 
less that one ounce, and 
possession of drug-re-
lated objects. Alderman 
was transported to the 
Charlton County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce and turned 
over to the jailor on duty 
for booking.  This case is 
closed.

November 25, Offi cer 
Michael Maddox was dis-
patched to First Street 
in reference to an intox-
icated male attempting 
to open people’s doors.  
When Offi cer Maddox 
arrived, he observed the 
offender, Donald Harold 
Mizell, walking on First 
Street, staggering with a 
bottle of Listerine mouth-
wash in a plastic shop-
ping bag.  While speaking 
with Mr. Mizell, Offi cer 
Maddox noticed the 
strong odor of alcoholic 
beverage coming from 
his person, his eyes were 
bloodshot and glassy, 

Folkston Police Dept.
releases incident reports  
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Events planned to 
celebrate MLK

PUBLIC
REMINDER

2019 PROPERTY TAXES 

ARE DUE BY 

JANUARY 17.


