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St. George holds 

Fourth of July celebration
First Baptist Church of St. George held its annual Independence Day celebration, Thursday, 

July 4 in their Family Life Building. Local residents were treated to hot dogs, hamburgers, 

desserts, and a message from James Conner, pastor of New Life Baptist Church. Door prizes 

were given to lucky winners and children were given their own special prizes. A golfcart train 

(pictured above), a bouncy castle, and water balloons were on hand for the little attendees. 

Also visiting the event were Congressman Buddy Carter, Senator Tyler Harper, and State 

Representative John Corbett, pictured below with Chief Deputy Clay Burnsed, County Ad-

ministrator Hampton Raulerson, County Commissioner Jesse Crews, Field Representative for 

Congressman Carter Emmitt Nolan, and area pastors. The celebration was planned by Com-

missioner Crews with the help of many volunteers. For more photos of the day, see page 2.

BY MARLA OGLETREE

The Folkston City 
Council held a regularly 
scheduled meeting Mon-
day, June 17.

During the meeting, 
the council approved 
the Southern Georgia 
Regional Commission 
Agreement for the cem-
etery management sys-
tem, which will cost 
$8,551-$15,000.00 in 
services and should take 
about a year to complete. 
In this agreement, the 
Regional Commission 
will go to local cemeter-
ies, map them with a 
GPS system, and upload 
the information at Folk-
ston City Hall. The pub-
lic will be able to access 
the record, which will 
allow citizens to find a 
headstone with ease, as 
well as knowing which 
plot belongs to whom, 
and more. Visitors will 
be able to search the in-

formation, but will not 
have access to change it. 
The data will be moni-
tored and updated by the 
commission. 

Also during the meet-
ing, the council heard 
the Folkston Police Re-
port, given by Chief Wes-
ley Green. Chief Green 
stated the department 
investigated 26 incidents 
in the month of May, 12 
accidents, and 880 calls. 
The department collect-
ed $9,337.00 in funds, 
with $6,791.99 going to 
the city. Chief Green 
also notified members 
the FPD has received 
their new patrol car and 
already have it working. 
He also recommended 
Daniel Lightsey for the 
open position, who is set 
to start September 27, 
2019.

City Manager Pender 
Lloyd told the council he 
currently has the sum-

mer help working, but 
may need to add anoth-
er, as one of the helpers 
will be with the youth 
ministry from Philadel-
phia Free Will Baptist 
Church. He also stated 
he will begin working on 
the budget for 2020.

Members approved 
the second reading of 
the Bulk Water Fees, as 
well as the Windstream 
and telephone upgrades, 
which will save $150.00 
a month on the city’s 
phone bill.

Members comment-
ed how nice the Vet-
erans Park looks, and 
expressed interest in 
possibly pulling out the 
metal grates, which are 
being destroyed from the 
roots of trees, from the 
sidewalks and filling the 
empty space with mulch. 
The decision was made 
to pull one tree to see if 
the plan will work.

Folkston, SGRC 
reach agreement for 
cemetery management

The Charlton County 
Board of Commission-
ers held their regular-
ly scheduled meeting, 
Thursday, June 29 in the 
St. George Community 
Room.

During the meeting, 
commissioners discussed 
the Site Lease Agree-
ment with T-Mobile in St. 
George. The agreement 
is initially for one year, 
in which T-Mobile will 
pay $500. After the year, 
the county will have the 
option to renew the lease 
agreement, which will 
be for five years. Should 
the county renew said 
lease, during the five 
years, T-Mobile will pay 
the county $2,200.00 per 
month. The contract will 
renew every five years. 
The commissioners ap-
proved the agreement 
unanimously.

Also during the meet-
ing, the board reviewed 
a contract with Southern 
Georgia Area Agency on 
Aging on providing op-
eration of a senior cen-
ter with congregate and 
home-delivered meals 
for the Fiscal Year 2020. 

The contract was agreed 
upon unanimously. The 
board also accepted the 
monthly Wellness Re-
port.

The board approved 
the purchase of culvert 
pipe for the Road De-
partment from Ferguson 
Waterworks. The cost is 
$6,789.00. The commis-
sioners also approved 
the financial report.

The commission re-
ceived applications of 
use for the county audi-
torium from the Repub-
lican Women’s Club for 
a civic event to be held 
Tuesday, August 6, and 
from the Charlton Coun-
ty School District for 
its annual county-wide 
meeting, Wednesday, 
July 31, from 8 a.m.  to 
11 a.m.. The applications 
were approved unani-
mously. 

The Charlton Com-
missioners reviewed 
a resolution declar-
ing June 24 to be Sallie 
Chatman Day in Charl-
ton County. Mrs. Sallie 
Chatman is a Charlton 
County resident who re-
cently turned 100 years 

old.
“She is a wonderful 

person, and a Christian 
woman,” said Commis-
sioner Alphya Benefield.

Mrs. Chatman is 
the wife of the late Mr. 
Samuel R. Chatman, 
for whom the Chatman-
Mobley Park is partially 
named. She is the moth-
er to four children, a 
number of great-grand-
children, and great-
great-grandchi ldren. 
She was employed by the 
local sewing shop until it 
closed.

Commissioner Al-
pha Benefield thanked 
the board, staff mem-
bers, and citizens for all 
they do. Commissioner 
Luke Gowen wished 
former Herald editor, 
Matt Gardner, good luck 
in Blackshear as The 
Blackshear Times pub-
lisher and good luck to 
current Herald editor, 
Marla Ogletree, in her 
new position.

The commissioners 
will meet again Thurs-
day, July 18 at 6:00 p.m. 
in the BOC conference 
room.

Commissioners hold 
meeting in St. George

The Georgia DOT 
awarded 28 construction 
contracts for statewide 
transportation projects 
totaling $59,092,445. 
The projects included in 
the award were adver-
tised on April 19, bids 
were received on May 
17, and contracts were 
awarded to the lowest 
qualified bidders on May 
31.  

The largest single in-
vestment contract totals 
$16.7 million and was 
awarded to Gosalia Con-
crete Constructors and 
Southern Concrete Con-
struction Co., Inc. The 
company was hired to re-
habilitate 17.35 miles of 
concrete on I-285/State 
Route 407, from State 
Route 331 to I-285/State 
Route 407 in Cobb and 
Fulton counties. This 

resurfacing project ex-
tends from north of Roo-
sevelt Highway to south 
of Paces Ferry Road. 

This contract, along 
with five other mainte-
nance contracts, repre-
sent 47 percent or $27.8 
million of the awarded 
funds.

The second largest 
investment contract, 
worth $9.3 million, was 
awarded to Southeast-
ern Site Development 
and Southern Concrete 
Construction Co., Inc. 
The companies were 
hired to construct over 
half a mile of bridge on 
State Route 253 over 
Spring Creek in Decatur 
County. 

This contract, along 
with two other bridge 
construction contracts, 
represent 19 percent 

or $11.4 million of the 
awarded funds. 

The remaining 34 
percent or $19.8 million 
is allotted for additional 
safety, construction and 
resurfacing projects at 
various locations across 
the state, which includes 
Charlton County.

Federal project 
570940, inside Charl-
ton, will cover 0.118 of 
a mile of construction to 
a bridge and approaches 
on Ralph Davis Rd. (cr 
52) over Long Branch 
Tributary. The estimat-
ed completion date is 
March 31, 2020.

The award was given 
to the Southern Concrete 
Construction Co., Inc., 
located at 733 Liberty 
Expressway SE, Albany, 
Ga 31703, in the amount 
of $828,866.52.

GDOT Awards $59 Million 
in Construction Contracts

CHARLTON RECEIVES $828,866.52


